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PRE F A CE, 


| H E repeated deftrudtion of ancient re- 
ap cords and papers, by fire in the town of 
Botton, firft inclined me to endeavour the pre- 
fervation of fuch materials as remain@f’ proper 


for an hiftory of the Maflachufetts colony. Ma- 


ny fuch came to me from my anceftors, | who, 
for four fucceflive generations, had been prin- 
cipal actors in public affairs ; Among the reir. 
a. manufcript hiftory of Mr, William Hubbard, 
which is carried down to the year 1680, but ae 


ter 1650 contains but. few facts. The former 


part of it has been of preat ufeto me : It was 
fo to Dr. Mather i in his hiftory, of which Mr. 


Neale’s is little. more than an abridgement. I 
made what colleéion I could of the private pa~ 


pers of others of our firtt fettlers, but in this I 
have not had the fuccefs I defired. ‘The de- 
{cendants of fome of them are poffefled of ma- 


~ ny valuable letters and other manuf{cripts, but 


have not jeifure or inclination to lookinto them 


: themfelves, and vot will not fuffer it to be done 


by others. _ Iam obliged to no perfon more, 


| than to my friend and brother the Reverend 
Mr. Mather, whofe library has been open to 
me, as it had been before to the Reverend Mr. - 
Prince, who had taken from thence the great- 


eft and moft valuable part of what he had col- 
lected, 7 | ae SEVERAL, 
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SrvERAL gentlemen have given us encou- 
ragement to expect from them an hiftory of the 
colony. Mr. Prince gave us the chronology of 
two or three years, and there left;it.- Wis 
Prat, the late chief juftice of New-York, has 
often mentioned to me his intention to pre- 
pare and publifh fuch an hiftory. Death has 

ut it out of his power. Another gentleman, 
of the firft character at the bar, whofe talents 
for it will not be called in queftion, has pro- 


pofed the fame thing. Want of leifure for it 


> 


has probably prevented. 3 


I am fenfible that whoever appears in print 
fhould be able to difpofe his matter in fuch or- 
der, and cloath it with fuch ftile and language, 
as fhall not only inform but delight the reader ; 
therefore I would willingly have delivered over 
every thing I have collected to a perfon of ge- 
nius for fuch a work. But feeing no profpect 
of its being done by any other, I engaged in it 
myfelf ; being very loth, that what had coft 
me fome pains to‘bring together; fhould be 
again feattered and utterly loft. a | 


1 Am fenfible of many defects in this perfor- 
mance, and that “it ftands in need of all the 
apologies Iam capable of making’ for it. It 
cannot be expected that the affairs of a colony 
fhould afford much matter, interefting or en- 
tertaining to the world in general. I write 
for the fake of my own countrymen, and even 


to many of them I expect fome facts will be 


thought of too little importance ; and yet I 
eS ae OLN Cage, Ra Ri am 
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have omitted many fuch as have been judged 
proper for the prefs by former hiftorians, In 
general, we are fond of knowing the minutiz 
which relate to our own anceftors. There are 
other facts, which, from the jnature of them, 
will afford bat a dull and heavy . narration. My 
chief defign is to fave them from oblivion. 


Ax. Iifterians profefs a facred re gardto truth. 
have found fome dithculty in guarding againf 
every degree of prejndice, in writing the hifto- 


ry of my own country. -] hope, by fhunning 
pe ces have nob an upon the other. 


Tus Mafflachufetts colony may be focaniacen 
as the parent of all the other colonies of New= 
England. ‘There was no importation of plan- 


ters from England to any part of the continent, 


northward of Maryland, except to the. Maffa- 
chufetts, for more than fifty years after the co- 
lony began. In the firft ten years, about twen- 
ty: thoufand fouls had arrived in the Maflachu~ 


fetts. Since then, it is fuppofed more have 


gone : from hence to England than have come 
from thence hither. Maflachufetts- -Bay, New- 
Hamphhire, Connecticut and Rhode-Hland, at 
this day, probably contain five hundred thou- 
fand fouls. A furprifing increafe of fubjects of 


_ the Britifh crown | 


Barsadoes and the Leeward Iflands owed 
very much of their growth to the fupplies of 
lumber, horfes and provifions, with which they 
were furnifhed, at the beginning of their fettles 

. ments, 
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ments, from this colony, inas great plenty as 


they defired. 


THE addition of wealth and power to Great- 
Britain, in confequence of this firft emigration 
of our anceftors, exceeds all expectation. They 
left their native country with the ftrongeft af- 
furances that they and their pofterity fhould 
enjoy the privileges of free, natural born Eng- 
lifh fubje@&s. May the wealth and power of Bri- 
tain ftill increafe, in proportion to the increafe 
of her colonies ; may thofe privileges never be 
abufed ; may they be preferved inviolate to the 
lateft pofterity. | 
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CH AP.) Tt: 


The Hiftory of the Colony of MassacuuszETTss 
Bay, from the firft Settlement until the 
Year 1660. 


HE difcovery of America by Columbus, and of the 
northern continent by ‘the Cabots, i in the I sth century, 
and the feveral voyages. of Englith ‘and French, in the 
16th, I pals over, and begin with the voyage. made by E Bartho- 
lomew Gofnold, an “Englithman, in the year 1602, to that 
part of North- America fince called ‘New-England. It is not 


certain that any European had been there before, Hackluit — 


‘mentions the landing of fome of Sir H. Gilbert’s men upon 
fome part of the continent ; but, it is probable, that was far- 
ther eaftward, upon what is now called Nova-Scotia. Gofnold 


landed firft on the eaftern coaft, which he calls Mavofhen*. 
After fome commerce with the natives, he failed fouthwards — 
and landed upon one of the iflands called Elizabeth iflands t- 


He gave them that name in honour to Q Elizabeth, who was 
“living 
‘ 2 ‘About 44, degrees North. 
 Alitde Sourtvrand of Cape-Code He a the name alfe to Martha’s Vineyards 
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living when he left England, and they have retained it éver . | 
fince. He built a fort, and intended a fettlement upon the 
ifland, or the continent near it; but he could not perfuade his 
people to remain there, and they all returned to England before 


winter {. 


In 1603, De Monts obtained a patent from Henry the 4th of 
France, for all the country, from the 4oth to the 46th degree, 
by the name of Cadie or Acadie. In 1604, De Monts ranged 
along the fea coaft, from St. Lawrence to Cape-Cod, and to 
the fouth of it. He went far up Kennebeck river, and into di- 


vers other rivers, bays and harbours §. 


In 1606, King James, the firft, granted all the continent, 
from 34 to 45 degrees; which he divded into two colonies, viz. 
the Southern, or Virginia, to certain merchants of London ; 
the Northern, or New-England, to merchants of Plimouth. 


In 1607, fome of the patentees of the Nothern colony began 
a fettlement at Sagakhedoc. They laid the plan of a great ftate j. 
The prefident died the firft winter, which was extreme cold. 
Sir John Popham his brother, the great promoter of the defign, 
and Sir John Gilbert the admiral’s brother, died the fame year in 
Europe, and the next year, 1608, the whole number which fur- 
vived the winter returnedto England. ‘Their defign of a plan- 


~ tation wasatanend. Both Englifh and French continued their 


voyages to the coaft, fome for fifhing, and fome for trade with 
7 the 


N 


} This I fuppofe is what Jofelyn, and no other author, calls the firft colony of 
New-Plimouth, for he fays it was begun in 1602, and near Narraganfett-bay. 
\ 


_ §.He did not go into the Maffachufetts-bay, but ftruck over from fome part of 
"the eaftern fhore to Cape-Ann, and fo to Cape-Cod, and failed further fouthward. 
Champ. : a 


}] The following perfons were fent over to begin the colony, George Pophamy 
prefident ; Rawleigh Gilbert, admiral 5 Edward Harlow, matter of the ordnance 5 
Robert Davies, ferjeant-major; Ellis Beft, marfhal; -------- Seaman, fecretary 5 : 
_ James Davies, commander of the fort; Gome Carew, fearcher 5 and about ons 
hundred commonalty. 


i 
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the natives; and fome feeble attempts were made, by the 
French, towards plantations, but they were routed by the Eng- 
lifh.in 1613,. ‘There was no fpirit in the people of either nation 
for colonizing, Favourable accounts were publifhed of the 
continent, by Capt. Smith and others ; but who would remove, 
and; fettle in fo remote andiuncultivated a part of the globe, if 
hecould. live tolerably at home*? The country would afford 
ho immediate fubfiftence, and therefore was not fit for indigent 
perforis, Particular perfons. or companies would have beer 
difcouraged from fupporting a colony, by. the long continued 
expence and outfet, without any return}, No encouragement 
éould be expected from the public. The advantages of com- 
merce from the colonies were not then forefeen, but have been 
| fince learned by experience. Virginia in. its infancy was ftrug- 


gling for life ; and what its fate would have’ been, if the fathers . 


of itin England had not feen the rife and growth of other 
éolonies near it, is uncertain {. God in his providence bring- 
eth good out of evil. . Bigotry and blind zeal prevailed, among 
chtiftians of every fect or profeffion, Each denied to.the other, 
what all had a right to enjoy, liberty of ‘confcience. ‘To this 
we muft afcribe; if not the fettlement, yet at leaft the prefent 
flourifhing ftate of North+America.’ Perfecution drove one 
Mr. Robinfon and his church from England to Holland, about 
the year 1608. They flayed about a year at Amfterdam, and 
then removed to Leyden. -In 16127 they began te think of 
ial! B - -Yemoving 
* Quis potro, preter periculurn hornd? ef igtioti maris, Aid dut Africa aut Italia 


‘yeliata, Geérmaniam peteret” informem tertis, afj peram cela, triftera cultu afpedtug; nif 
patria fit.) Tac. de mor. Germ. oi 


+ Sir Ferdinando Gorges and’ Capt. Mafon fpent twenty thoufand pdunds each, in 
attempts for fettlement, .andeach of them thought it advifeable to give over theiy 
defigns and fit down with the lofs, 


’ { Whether Britain would have had any) colonies in America at this days if relia 
gion had not been the grand inducement, is doubtful. One hundred and twenty 
yeats had paffed, from the difcovery of the northern continent by the Cabots, without 

” any fuccefsful attempt. After repeated attempts had failed, it feems.lefs probable 


that any fhould undertake in fich 3 an affair, than it would have been if no a aatenet had 
been made,» od 


4 
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removing to America, They laid great ftrefs upon their pe» 
culiar tenets, but this did not leflen their regard to morality. 
The manners of the Dutch were too licentious for them. 
Their children left them ; fome became foldiers, and others fail- 
ors, inthe Dutch fervice. In a few years their pofterity would 
have been Dutch, and their church extinét. They were at a 
lofs whether to remove to Guiana * or to Virginia, but the 
majority were in favour of the latter. The Dutch laboured 
to perfuade them to go to Hudfon’s river, and fetttle under their 
Weft-India company ; but they had not loft their affection for 
the Englifh, and chofe to be under their government and pro- 
tection. They applied to the Virginia company for a patent 
for part of the country. To render it probable that their un- 
dertaking would not, like all former, be abortive, they gave 
among others thefe fpecial reafons : ‘‘ That they were well 
weaned from the delicate milk of their mother country, and 
inured to the difficulties of a ftrange land. ‘That they were 
knit together in a ftrit and facred bond, by virtue of which 
they held themfelves bound to take care of the good of each 
other, and of the whole. That it was not with them as with 
other men, whom finall things could difcourage, or {mall dif- 
contents caufe to with themfelves at home again.” The Vir- 
ginia company were very much pleafed with the application, 
and fome of the chief of them addreffed the King to grant the 
petitioners liberty in religion, under the great feal, but this 
was refufed. He promifed to connive, and not moleft them ; 
but this would not do for them at that time. They laid afide 
the defign for that year. In 1619 they renewed their applicaie 
tion and refolved to venture, though they could not have a fpe< 
cial grant, from the King, of liberty of confcience. They hop- 
ed their remote fituation would put them out of danger of the 
etclefiaftical courts. The affairs of the Virginia company 
were in great confufion, and it was the latter end of the year 
before the patent was granted. It was taken out, under the 
company’s 


* Siz Walter Rawleigh had raifed the fame of Guiana about this times 
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company’s feal, to John Wincob. He lived in the family of 
the Countefs of Lincoln, and not removing with the reft, they 
never took any benefit from the patent. Mr. Wefton and other 
merchants of London engaged, fome to adventure their money, 
and fome to go over with them. ‘They therefore made the ne- 
ceflary preparations, and in July 1620, the principal of them 
went over to Southampton, where two fhips were ready to take 
them on board. They failed the beginning of Auguft, but 
were obliged, repeatedly, to put back, and to leave one of their 
fhips behind, with part of their company at laft.. They in- 
tended for Hudfon’s river or the coatt near to it; but the 
Dutch had bribed their pilot, and he carried Regi farther 
northward, fo that they fell in about Cape-Cod, and arrived 
in that harbour the r1th af November. The harbour is good, 
but the country is fandy and barren. ‘This was difcouraging, 
but it was too late in the year to put to fea again. "They 
coafted about, in their boat, until they found a place more 
agreeable to them fora plantation, though not fo. good a har- 
bour. Here they brought their fhip, and determined to take up 
their abode. ‘T’hey gave it the name of New-Plimouth. Capt. 
Smith happened to give the name of Plimouth to the fame 
place, in 1614. A very circumftantial account of the begin- 
ning and progrefs of this colony, wrote by Mr. Edward Win- | 


flow, one of the principal undertakers, is to be found among 
- Purchafe’s colleétions *, 


THE project of fettling America, revived again, and a new 
patent was granted, bearing date Nov. 3d, 1620; incorporatin ig 
the adventurers to the northern colony, by the name of the 
Council for the affairs of New- -England ; the bounds of the 
country were exprefled, between 40 and 48 deg. N. Sir Fer- 
dinando Gorges and Capt. John Mafon were two of the moft 
active members of this council. All the fea coaft, at one time 
or other, has been granted or pretended to be granted by this 

B2 | council, 


* Jn 1629 they obtained a patent from the Counci | of Plimouth 
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council, and fome parts feveral times over, partly from defects 
in form in preceding grants, and partly from unacquainted- 
nefs with the geography of the country. The firft grant, 
within the bounds of the Maflachufetts, was obtained by Mr. 
Wefton, who in the fummer of 1622, fent over two fhips with 
50 or 60 men, to begin a plantation at Weflaguflett, fince call- 
ed Weymouth. They were fickly when they arrived, and re- 
ceived neceflaries and refrefhment from their neighbours at 
New-Plimouth.. They were a diffolute crew, foon” brought 
themfelves to poverty, then robbed the Indians and offered 
other abufes to them. The Indians made their complaints to 
the colony of New-Plimouth ; but the abufes continuing, the 
next year they laid a plot for the deftruGtion of all Wefton’s . 
company t. The plot was difcoyered to the New-Plimouth 
people, who fent fome of their men and prevented the execution 
of it, by the furprizal of thofe who were to be the principal 
actors. Mr. Wefton coming over to vifit his plantation, was 
" caft away in Ipfwich bay, and {tripped by the Indians of every 
thing but his fhirt. Being thus rendered incapable of affording 
any relief to his colony, it came to an end, after one year’s 


continuance, 


Capratn Robert Gorges obtained a patent from the council 
of Plimouth dated Dec. 13, 1622, 10 miles in breadth, and 30 
miles into the land, on the north eaft fide of Maflachufetts bay. 
‘This was loofe and uncertain, and no ufe ever made of it +. 


He 


t It was this plantation, which gave occafion to the author of Hudibrafs te 
make merry with New-England in general, for hanging a bed-rid weaver, inftead of 
a ufeful cobler. The Plimouth people, their neighbours, allowed that there was 
{ome foundation for the ftory. Several had been concerned in a theft. The Indians 
tnfitted that the ringleader fhould be put to death. They hanged one, who was lefs 
culpable and not like to live, in his ftead. Others fay they deceived the Indians, 
aid hanged up one who died, of ficknefs or famine, a little while before. Hubbard. 


oa 


+ Robert Gorges conveyed his title to Sir William Brierton, who afterwards be- 
game an adventurer in the Maffachufetts corporation. He acquainted the companys 
that he did not intend to conteft with them, but defired a proportionable quantity 
of land might be affigned, for the accomodation of his people and fervants. They gave 
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He was fon to Sir Ferdinando, and employed)by the cotincil, 
lin 1623, as Lieutenan* general, to reftrainiintetlopers and re- 
pulate all affairs. Hemade fome-attemipts to revive Wetton’ é 
plantation, ‘but returned ‘home the fame year, without fuccefs. 
Francis Weft came the fame year, as Vice-Admiral, ‘but made 
noftay. The Earlof Warwick hada patent for Maflachufetts 
bay about the fame time, ‘but the bounds. arenot known: 


In 1624, Lyford, the minifter of New-Plimouth, and one 
John Oldham, ftirred upa faction there, and were banifhed 
that colony. ,They began a -fettlement at Nantafket. . The 
fame year, fome perfons, belonging to Dorchefter in England, 
fent over fifhermen and made neceflary provifion fora fifhery 
at Cape-Ann, and Roger Conant +, who, with John Oldham, 
had left Plimouth, and removed with the reft to Nantafket, was 
appointed their overfeer. A grant ‘was made by one of the 
Gorges, itis not faid which, to Oldham and others, of part of 
Maflachufetts bay, which occafioned fome difpute between 


them and the Maffachufetts grantecs {. ty 

. In 
him a very refpetful anfwer, but declined acknowledging his title by any capitulation. 
They promifed him land fufficient for the encouragement of his defign, but he muft take 

‘jt as one of the company, &c. ‘Maff. Records, Feb. 10, 1629. When the new char- 
ter in 1691 was preparing, one Mr. Levet,.as'heir .at law to Sir: William, laid-in'a 
claim to the lands eontained.in this-grant, but it met with no countenance from the 
committee of Council. “M.S. uaa 


+ He lived until about 1680, and died at Beverly, in the county-of Effex. “Te is 
always fpoken of, 2s a perfon of worth. The fuperior condition ef the perfons.who 
came over with the charter, caft a fhade upon him, and “he lived in obfeurity. “There 
are feveral of his defcendants remainin g- Some of diftinction, in the colony of f Connethi- 
cut. " Governor's ifland in Bofton harbour, was called Conant’s ifland. 


{ At the end of the firft book of records of deeds for the county of Suffolk, is the 
copy of a letter from the company in ‘England to Capt. John Endicott, dated 
Gravefend, 27th ‘April; 1629, | in the clofe of which is thus written. 


4) I finde Mr. Oldham’s graunt- from My. Gorge; i is iM him and John Dorrell, for 
all the lands within Mattachufett bay, betwene Charls river and Aboufett river, con- 
_ taining in length, by a ftraight line, 5 miles ‘up | the faid Charls river into the maine 
“Gand, north weft from the border of the faid’bay, including’ ‘all creeks. and poynts by 
“the way 3 and°3 ‘miles in‘length, From the mouth of the “aforefaid tiver of Aboufett, 
up into ‘the maine land, upon a’ftraight line’fowth weft, including all.creeles and ponds 5 
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In 1625, one Capt. Wollafton, with about 30 perfons be- 
gan a plantation near Wefton’s. They gave it the name of 
Mount Wollafton. It was known by that name fome years 
after, but, at length, the name was loft in that of Braintree, of 
which town itis a part +. No mention is made of a patent to 
Wollafton. One Morton, of Furnival’s inn, was of this com- 
pany. He was not left in command, but contrived to make 
himfelf chief, changed the name of Mount Wollafton to Merry 
Mount, fet all the fervants free, erected a may-pole, and lived a 
life of diffipation, until all the ftock, intended for trade, was 
confumed. He was charged with furnifhing the Indians with 
guns and ammunition, and teaching them the ufe of them. At 
length, he made himfelf fo obnoxious to the planters in all parts, 
that, at their general defire, the people of New-Plimouth feized 
him by an armed force, and confined him, until they had an 
©pportunity of fending him to England. In the fall of 1626, 
Roger Conant, and fome, if not all, of his company removed 
from Cape-Ann to a neck of land upon Naumkeak river. I 
find mention made of planters at Winfimit about the fame time, 
who probably removed there from fome of the other plantations. 
This is all the account we have of any fettlements, or attempts 
for fettlements in the Maffachufetts bay, until the year 1627. 
Mr. White, the minifter of Dorchefter, had encouraged Conant 
and his company to remain in New-England, and promifed 
them men, provifions, &c. 


In 1627, March 19, the Council of Plimouth fold to Sir 


Henry Rofwell, Sir John Young, Thomas Southcoat, John 
Humphry 


and all the land, in brtadth and length, betwene the forefaid rivers, with all prero~ 
Gatives, royal mines excepted. The rent referved, is 12d. on every 100 acres of land 
that fhall be ufed. William Blackiton, clerks, and William Jeffrys, gent- authorifed 
to put John Oldham in poffeffion. Having a fight of their graunt, this I found, 
tho’ Thold it voyde in law, yet his claime being to this, you may, in your difcretions 
Brevent him, by caufing fome to take poffelfion of the chief part thereof.” 


+ The particular hill which caufed the name of Mount, is in the frm of John 
Swincy, Efgy late one of the council for the province. 
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Humphry, John Endicot, and Simon Whetcomb, who lived 
about Dorchefter in England, their heirs and affociates, all 
that part of New-England, three miles to the fouth of Charles 
river, and three miles north of Merimack river, fromthe At- 
lantic to the South Sea, All the leffer grants which have been 
mentioned within thofe limits (the fettlement of the country be- 
ing entirely negleted by the grantees) were, without doubt, 
looked upon to be forfeited or void. The conditions or tenor of 
none of them appear at thisday, It is very likely, the thes 
perfons, firft named in this grant, had nothing more in view by 
the purchafe, than a fettlement for trade with the natives, or 
for fifhery, or other advantageous purpofes. As foon as a colo- 
ny for religion was projected, we hear no more of ‘them *, The 
other three remained. Mr. White managed a treaty, between 
Sir Richard Saltonftall, Matthew Cradock and John Venn, 
Efquires, and divers others in and about London, and the ori- 
ginal pateritees. A purchafe was made, and the fame fummer 
_ Mr. Endicot +, one of the original patentees, was fent over to 
Naumkeak with planters and fervants, and all the affairs of the 
colony committed to his care. ‘The patent, from the Council 
of Plimouth, gave a good right to the foil, but no powers of 
government. 


* Some of the principal of the liberal fpeakers in parliament, being committed to 
the tower, others to other prifons, this took away all hope of reformation of church 
government from many not affecting epifcopal jurifdiction, nor the ufual praétice of 
the common prayers of the church ;_ thereof there were feveral forts, though not agree- 
ing among themfelves, yet all of like diflike of thofe particulars. Some of the dif- 
creeter fort, to avoid what they found themfelves fubje€t to, made ufe of their friends 
to procure, from the council for the affairs of New-England, to fettle a colony within 
their limits.—In a very thort time, numbers of people, of all forts, flocked thither 
in heaps ; that, at laft, it was efpecially ordered by the King’s command, that none 
fhould be fuffered to go without licence ; fo thaty what I long before prophefied, when 
F could hardly get any for money to refide there, was now brought to pats. 

_ Ferd. Gorges Hiftory of New-England, 


+ His inftrutions were dated London, May 30, 1628, and figned by John Venn, 
Matthew Cradock, George Harwood, John Humphry, Richard Perry, George Hew- 
fn, Samuel Alderfley, Thomas Stevens, Jofeph Caxon, Thomas Webb, Increafe 


Nowell, Hugh Peters, John White, and Abraham Palmaets His fart Iettors from 
Naumkeak were dated Septe Fay 1628: 


i 








| | 
; | 
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government. » A. royal charter was. neceflary.; “This paffed, ute 
feals, March 4, 1628... - Matthew. Cradock, was appointed. the. 
firft governor,..and ‘I’homas Goffe, deputy: governor.... T-wo 
day ys before, March 2d, fome affairs of the colony requiring it, 
there had been a. meeting of the company, at which both. .go- 
vernor and deputy. are named asfuch, ‘The days for the annual, 
election of officers by charter, being the laf Wednefday in: 
Eafter term, on: the 13th of May 1628, Mr. Cradock waa 
chofen governor by the company, and Mr. Goffe deputy go- 
vethor, and Sir Richard . Saltonftall,. Lfaac. Johnfon, Samuel 
Alderfey, John Venn, John Humphry, Simon Whetcombs, 
Increafe Nowell, Richard :Pexry, Nathaniel, Wright, Samuel 
Vall all, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Adams, Thomas Hut- 
chins, George Foxcroft, William Vaffall, William Pincheon, 
John Pocock, and Chriftopher Coulfon, affiftants. William 
Burgis -was chofen feeretary in the room of John Wathburne, 
At this court it was determined, that every, one of the compa- 
ny, who had fubfcribed fifty. pounds, fhould have 200 acres of 
land. affigned, and in proportion for a greater or lefler fum_ as 
the firft anidend. The names of all the adventurers, and the 
fums {ubfcribed, were fent over to Mr. Endicot, who was ap- 
(pointed their governor in the plantation.” .A fecond embarka- 
tion, of planters and fervants, had been determined at a meet- 
ing April 20, to be made with all fpeed *, Four minifters 
were provided. ‘Three of, them, Francis Higginfon, Samuel 
Skelton, and’ Francis Baieht, were readily accepted by the 
company, and had all due encouragement pro mifed them ; the 
fourth, Ralph Smith, was xrequired.to-give under his hand, 
that he ae not exercife his miniftry within the limits-of the 
patent 


. * Mr. Endicot fent three brethren, Ralph, Richard and William Sprague, to ex- 
Ploré the country weftward. Between Miftick and Charles rivers they find a body of 
Tadians feteled, called Aberginians, and one Englith houfe, thatched and poflefied by 
Thomas Walford, 4 fmith. The Indian name of the neck was Mifhawun, nove 
Gharleftown, "Phe firt travellers, with the confent of the Indians, took up theif 
abode there, Some of their potenty remain there; andin other parts of the tel tat 
la aye & si 
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patent without the exprefs leave of the governor tipoii the 
fpot +. Five fhips were provided for this embarkation: Mr, 
Higginfon fays in his journal, that he failed from tite Ile of 
Wight the 11th of May, and arrived at Cape-Ann the 27th 
of June, aiid at Naumkeag the 2gth. ‘They foundat Naum- 
keag about an 100 planters, 8 houfes, belides a fair houfe built 
for Mr. Endicot. ‘The éld ahd new plantets together werd 
about 300, of which, rod removed to Charleftown, wheré 
there was a houfe built ; the reft femained at Salema 
Mr. Endicot had correfponded with the fettlers at Plimouth, 


_who fatishied him, that they were tight in theif judgments of 


the outward forin of worfhip, being much like to that of the 
teformed churches in France, &c. ¢ On the 20th of July; 
Mr. Higginfon and Mr. Skelton, after fafting and prayers 
Were firlt ele€ted by the Company for their minifters, the firft, 
teacher, the other, paftor ; each of theih, together with three 
er four grave members, layifig their Haiids oh the othet, with 
folemn prayer: Nothing i is faid Of any lurch beirig thei 
C forttied 5 


+ Mt. Bright; one of thefe mihifters, is faid; by Hubbérd} to have béen a téns 
formitt. He went, foon after his artival, to Charleftown, ana térried about 4 year in 
~ the country. Mr. Smith feemsto have téen of thé fepdration in England, which 
eccafioned the caution ufed with him: He was alittle while at Nantafket, and 
| went from thence to Plimouth, where he was their minifter feveral yearss 





t Mr. Hubbard, in his M. S. hiftory, remarks upon thié occafion 5 3 Tt is cers 
| tainly known, that the old tion-conformifts and good old puritans, of Queen Elizas 
| beth’s and King Jamés’s time, did in many things not fymbolize with the fepavatifts 3 

“the ohé enidéavouring only a reformation of fomé corruptions retainéd ot crept intd 

the churth (as they thought) either before or after its teformed ftate 3 the bthers not 

éontentéd\ therewith, ftood, as Riffly, to maintain a neceffity of dfannulling their 

former churéh fate, as that like a veff@l, orice infeGed with leprofy, it mut be brok- 

‘én in pieces to be new caft.4——Itt ig affirmed; that Mr. Hilderfham advifed Mré 
‘Higginfon and other minifters looking this way, to agree upon their f form of church 
government before they came away from England ; which countel,if it had been at: 

tended, might have prevented fome inconveniente that hath fince fallen out, or, at 

Teatt, have faved fome of the faccéeding minifters from the imputation of départiiig 


‘from their firft principles, becaufe they were not publickly declared in the heginning 


| of ae gif Mis Ss Hiftorys 
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formed’; but.on the 6th of Auguft, the day appointed for the. 
choice and ordination of elders and deacons, thirty perfons 
entered into a covenant in writing, which is faid to be the be- 
ginning of the church, and that the minifters were ordained 
or inftituted anew. The repetition of this form they probably 
thought neceflary, becaufe the people were not in a church 
fate before. It is dificult to affign any other reafon. Mef- 
fengers or delegates, from the church of Plimouth, were ex- 
pected to join with them, but contrary winds hindered them 
in their paflage, fo that they did not arrive until the afternoon, 
but time enough to give the right hand of fellowthip. Two 
of the company, John Brown, and Samuel Brown, one a 
lawyer, the other a merchant, both men of good eftates, and 
of the firft patentees and of the council, were diffatished. 
‘They did not like that the common prayer and fervice of the 
church of England fhould. be wholly laid afide, and therefore 
drew off, with as many as were of their fentiments, from the: 
reft, and fet upa feparate fociety. ‘This offended the gover- 
nor, who caufed the two members of his council to be brought 
before him’; and judging, that this practice, together with 


-fome {peeches they had uttered, tended to fedition, he fent 


them back to England. The heads of the party being remoy- 
ed, the oppofition ceafed. + ES 


WHiLst 


+ They applied to the company, upon their arrival in England, for recompence 
fr the damages they had fuftained, and the matter was referred to Samuel Vafiall, 
William Vaflall, Simon Whetcomb and William Pynchon, chofen by the com- 
plainants, and John White, John Davenport, IfaacJohnfon, and John Winthrops 
chofen by thecompany. The letters which the Browns had fent over to their pri- 
vate friends, wére ftopped by the company in England,and opened and publickly ready 
to prevent any prejudice to the plantation. Mail. Rec. Itdoes not appear, by the 


“It isa principle, that every religion which is perfecuted, becomes itfelf pers 
fecuting 3 for as foon, as, by fome accidental turn, it arifes from perfecution, it attacks 


ibe religion which perfecuted it,” &¢e ae ; 
Se : Spirit of Laws} 
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Wuiutsr thefe things were doing in the colony, the com- 
pany in England were projecting a much larger embarkation, 
and the transfer of the corporation itfelf, from Old England 
to New. Several gentlemen of figure and eftate, Haac John- 
fon, John Winthrop, Thomas Dudley, and divers others, 
who were diflatisfied with the arbitrary proceedings both in 
church and ftate, pleafed themfelves with the profpect of li- 


berty i in both, to be enjoyed in America, and propofed to the 


company at London to remove with their families ; but upon 
this condition only, that the patent and charter fhould remove 
with them. This propofal was fir communicated July the 
28th, 1629. A committee was appointed to confider of it, 
and to advife with €ounfel learned in the law, and to make 
report. The adventurers had been at great expence, without 
any returns made to them, and had no rational profpect of any 
profit from the plantation in the way they werein. The 
principal objection feems to have arofe, froma doubt whether 
fuch a transfer was legal. The report of the committee is 
not recorded. Mr. White, a counfellar at law, was one of 
the company, and great ftrefs was laid upon his opinion ; and 
on the 29th of Auguft, it was determined, ** by the general 
confent of the company, that the government and patent 
fhould be fettled in New-England.” Itis evident from the 
charter, that the original defign of it was to conftitute a, cor- 
poration in England, like to that of the Eaft-India and other 
great companies, with powers to fettle plantations within the 
limits of the territory, ‘under fuch forms of government and 
magiftracy as fhould be fit and neceflary. “The firft ftep, in 
fending out Mr. Endicot, appointing him a council, giving 
him commiffion, inflruCtions, Xc, was agreeable to this con- 


ftruction of the charter. 


In confequence of this new refolution, the members of the 
Peaperetion; which remained in England, were to retain a 


‘ fhare, 
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fhare, in the trading ftock and the profits of it, for the terra 
of feven years. The management of it was committed to five 
perfons, who were going over, viz. J. Winthrop, Sir Richard 
Saltonftall, I. Johnfon, T, Dudley, and J. Revel, and to 
five who were to remain, M. Cradock, N. Wright. “Te Ea~ 
ton, T’. Goffe, and J. Young , and, at the expiration of the 
term, the ftock, with the eh 0 was to be divided to each 


man, in proportion to his adventure, All other powers and 


privileges were to remain with the planters upon the fpot, 

We have np account of any dividend ever made, nor indeed of 
any trade eyer carried on for the company. ‘There was ano- 
ther article ; that one half the charge of fortifications and 
fuppart of thé minifters fhould be paid. out of the joint ftock, 

but no notice was taken of it in the colony, 


THE 20th of OGober, at a general court of governor, de~ 
Sh and affiftants, and the generality, a new choice was made, 
ef governor, &c, confifting of fuch perfons as had determined 
to go over with the patent, John Winthrop was elected 
governar, John Humfrey deputy governor, Sir Richard Sal- 
zonftall, Ifaac John{on, Thomas Dudley, John Endicot, In- 
creafe Nowell, William Vaflall, William Pynchon, Samuel 
Sharp, Edw. rard Rofliter, ‘Thomas Sharp, John Revell, Mat- 
thew Cradock, Thomas Goffe, Samuel Alderfey, John Venn, 
Nathaniel Wright, Theophilus Eaton, and Thomas Adams, 
affiftants, ty. They did not all go over. From time to cate 

until 


T I haye endeavonred to obtain as particular account, as can be now, h. ad of the, 
character and circumftances of the principal u undertakers, 

Mr. Winthrop, the governor, was of Groton in Suffolk, dete from reputable. 
anceitors. One of them, Adam Winthrop, is faid to have been an eminent law- 
yets and alfo a great favqurer of the gofpel i in the reign of Henry the eighth. Mr. 
VWictheod was a'juttice of peace at the age of eightecn, and very early in life was ex~ 
enplary for his polite as well as grave and chriftian deportmgnt. He had an eftate 


of 
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until the general embarkation, as any one declined, fome o~ 


ther perfon was chofen in his ftead, Firft Roger Ludlow was. 
shofen, inftead of Samuel Sharp. § Whilft they were at 


Southampton, . 


af fix or feven hundred pounds a year, which he turned into money, and embarked his 
‘all to promote the fettlement of New-England. It is a very full evidence of the ef-" 
teem he was in,that when many gentlemen of charaéter,fome of them of noble alliance, 
were concerned in the fame undertaking with him, he, by a general voice was placed 
at theirhead. He was eleven times chofen governor, and fpent his whole eftate in the. 
pudlic fervice, the ftipend being {mall, and his hofpitality great, and his bayliff un~ 
faithful. His fon and grandfon were fucceffively governors of Conneticut colony. 
His great grandfon, John Winthrop, Efq; died in London about 12 or, 14 years a~ 
go. He was known there by the name of Governor Winthrop, a Fellow of the 
Royal Society, and one volume of the Philofophical Tranfaétions is dedicated ta 
him. And his potterity have been ever fince refpeéted and honoured, both in Con- 
; necticut and in the Maffachufets. Mr. grey was about forty-three years of 
age when he removed. 


~ Mr. Dudley’s father, Capt. Roger Dudley, loft his life in the fervice of his countrys 
Jeaving no other fon. Mr. Dudley, early in life, engaged ° in the fame fervicee 
In 1597, he raifed a company of volunteers, received a captaincy from Queen Eli,’ 
gabeth,went over to France, and was at the fiege of Amiens under Henry the fourths: 
After his return to England, he married a -gentlewoman of good family and eftaté,’ 
and fettled near Northampton, i in the neighbourhood of Mr. Dod, Hilderfham, and 
other celebrated puritan minifters, was a devout attendant upon their miniftry, and 
(although he had been an officer) became a fober non- -conformitt. ‘Lord Say and Seal 
recommended hit to the Ear] of Northampton. The Earl when he came to his’ 
eftate, found it encumbered and entangled ; but putting his affairs under the care of 
Mr, Dudley, he, by his prudent management, very happily extricated them. After 
which, leaving the fervice of the Earl, he removed to Bofton, where he became ac 
guainted with Mr. Cotton. He was foon defired to return to the Earl’s family where. 
he continued until he came to New-England. He was far advanced in life for fuck, 
an undertaking, being fifty-four years of age. He was choftn into the magiftracy 
every year of his life afterwards, four years governor, and often deputy governor. 
He married a fecond time in his old age, and had a new fet of children 5 and 
it is very remarkable, that he was a captain in 1597, and in 1764 two of his 
grand « children are living, viz. ne elderly lady at New-Londan, i in Connecticut colonys 
the. 


! 


&§ Samuel Sharp came aver afterwards, and Ilyed at esis, but was never te- 
flored to the magiftracys Maff. Recs 
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Southampton, (March 18). Sir Bryan Janfen, William Code 
dington and Simon Bradftreet, were chofen in the room of 


Mr. Wright, Eaton and Goffe, and yet Sir Bryan never came 
to 


the widow of John Winthrop, E{q; great grandfon of the firft governor, and another. 
at Newbury in the Maffachufets, Mrs. Atkins. 

Mr. Humfrey was.early engaged. He was one of the fix original patentees froma 
the council of Plimouth. He was prevented from coming over with the charters 
fie married the Lady Sufan, daughter to the Earl of Lincoln, and brought her, with 
their children to. New-England in 1632, and was immediately chofen an affiflante 
He fettied at Saugus, now Lynn, about 12 miles from Bofton. Ebenezer Burril, 
Efg; late of the council, lived on part of his farm. Upon an invite on, from Lord 
Say he intended, in the year 1640, to have removed to the Bahama iflands 5 but the 
ifland of Prov#lence being taken by the Spaniards, he gave over that defign. Soon 
after having met with great loffes by fire, and his eftate being much impaired, he fold 
his plantation at Saugus to Lady Moody and returned to England. 

Sir Richard Saltonftall was the firft named affociate to the fix original patentees, 
Although he remained buta fhort-time in New-England, yet his heart was fet upoa 
promoting the colonye He fent ever two of his fons, one of which was chofen inte 
the magiftracy and continued in it, execpt while he was abfent in England, until after the 
year 168c. Sir Richard was, fon.or grandfon of Sir Richard Saltonftall, Lord Mayor 
ef London in 1597. He lived many years after his return to England. I have feen 
his name among the commiMioners for the trial af Lilburn, or fome other offender 

againft the flate. By a will made in 1658, he gave a legacy to the college in New~ 
England. His great grandfon, Gurdon Saltonftall, was many years governor « of Con- 
yeticut, and fome of his pofterity,in that colony and the Maflachufets, are in efteem 
and honour to this day. Sir John Foche, a city knight in King William’s reigny 
married his great grand daughter. 

Mr. Johnfon, in a will uncancelled, and which remains on the Maftichofets files, 
executed April 28, in the sth of King Charles the firfty calls himfelf of Clipfham 
in the county of Rutland, fon of AbrahamJohnfon, Efq; and grandfon of Robert 
Johnfon. Doétor Chaderton was his mother’s father. He had much the largeft ef- 
tate of any of the undertakers. It lay in Rutland, Northamptonfhire and Lincoln- 
thire. He values his intereft, at that me, in the New-England adventure, at fix 
hundred pounds. He had no children. Atter providing for his lady, he gave a great 

number of legacies to his friends, and to pious and charitable ufes ; his lands he gave 
to his father and brethren. To Mr. Cotton, from whom, to the praife of God’s 
grace he acknowledges.to have received much help and comfort in his fpiritual eftate, 
he gave thirty pounds and a gown cloth. ‘The advowfon and right of patronage of 
the parifh church of Clipfham, he gave to Mr. Dudley and Mr. Cotton. He limitted 


his faneral charges to 2gol. As providence ordered it, @ fmall part of that fupa 
fufficed. 
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#9 New-England. Even after they hat embarked, at acourt on | 


board the Arabella, Mr. Dudley was chofen deputy governor, 
in the room of Mr. Humfrey who ftaid behind. It is not 
A | matter 
fafficed. His heart was fet on, the New-England concern, and he ordered his ex~ 
‘ecutors to carry on his fhare or part in ite He made another will before his deathy 
and appointed John Hamden, Efq; one of his executors, withWinthrop and Dudley. 


Upon his death-bed, he’ is faid to have rejoiced that hehad lived to fee a church of Chrift 
gathered in America, and profeffed that he thought his: life better fpent than in any 
“ether way. He was buried, at his‘own requeft, in part of the ground uponTrimon= 
tain or Bofton, which he had chofen for his lot, the fquare. between School-ftreet 
and Queen-ftreet. He may. be faid to have been the idol of the people, for they ore 
dered their bodies, as they died, to be buried round him ; and this was the reafon of 
appropriating for a place of burial, what is now called the old burying-place, ad« 
4folning to King’s-chapel. He married the Lady Arabella, another daughter of the 
Eath of Lincolmy Barge 
‘Mr. Endicot, thenext named, was among the moft zealous undertakers, and the 
not rigid in principles, as will appear in the courfe of the hiftory. This difpofition 
“aiftinguifhed hims more than his other mental accomplithments or his outward cone 
ition in lif’. Iv have feen a letter, from the Secretary of State in King Charles the 
“fecond’s time, wherein is-this expreffion, “ The King would take it well, if the 
‘people would leave out Mr. Endicot from the place of governor.” Some of his 
pofterity remain, at or. near Salem. 


Mr. Nowell was nephew  to’Alexander Nowell, Dean of St. Paul’s in Queer 
‘Plizabeth’s ieign, or elfe the Dean was his great uncles He was a ruling elder, fome 


“sime of the church at Charleftown ; but that place and a place in the. civil.order 


were thought in that day, not well to ‘confift,. and therefore he quitted it, chufing 
‘the places of affitant and ‘feeretary. 

Mr. William Vafiall, as well as his brother Samuel Vaffall, were gentlemen of 
good circumstances in England, put do not feem to have been fully of the fame fen- 
timent’ in ‘matters of religion with the planters in general 5 and although William 
game over-with the fir company,yet he foon went back to England. He returned 
fewsyears after to New-England, and fettled at Scituate in Plymouth colony; not be- 
. caufe they were reputed more rigid than the Maflachufets people. When Jamaica 

was taken, by Cromwell, he laid the foundation of feveral fine eftates there, enjoyed 
by his pofterity'to the prefent time. 

» Mr. Pynchon: was a-gentleman of learning as well as religion. He laid the 
foundation of Roxbury, but, foon ‘removed to Conpeéticut river, was the father of 
-the town of Springfield, where his family hath flourifhed ever fince. ‘ 

Edward Roffiter was of a good family in the weft of England. He died the firt 
year.’ His fon lived afterwards at Combe. His grandfon Edward Roffiter, in the 


“year 1682, was deacon of Mr. Jofeph Alleine’s church in Taunton. He fays in'a 
ity) letters, 
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matter of wonder that they difcovered fo gieat want of refos 
lution. It is ftrange that fo many perfevered. It fhews fome 
little fortitude, in a man in health and vigour, who goes thro’ 


the 


letter, dated March 28, 1682, that his pelt ep a plous gentleman of good eftaté 
left England for the fake of religion. 

Thomas Sharp and John Revell made but a fhort ftay in New-England. 

Mr. Eaton was-an Eaft-country merchant. His father wag a minifter in Ceé= 
“yentry. He did not come to New-England until 1637. And thei fettled News 
Haven colony, of which he was governor all his life after. - His correfpondence, botle 
‘with the governor of the Maffachufets and with the Dutch governor of Manhadoes, 
‘er New-York, difcover a good underftanding and virtuous mind. 


_ Mr. Coddington was of Lincolnfhire, zealous to a great degree, was afterwards 
the father of Rhode Ifland colony, where his zeal abated, and-hé promoted a general 
toleration. He was many yeats their governor, and would gladly have joined if 
‘confederacy with the other colonies, but different {eritiments upon religion preventeds 

Mr. Bradftreet was of Emanuel College Cambridge, from whence he removed té 
‘the family of the Earl of Lincoln as his fteward,and afterwards he lived in the fame 
capacity with the Countefs of Warwick. He married one of Mr. Dudley’s daugh- 
ters, and, after her death, a fifter of Sir George Downing, he lived to be the Neftor 
‘of New-England, was born the beginning of the century in 1603, and wanted 
but three or four years of corpleating it. I fuppofe Sir Simion Bradftreet and Dud- 
ay Bradfreet, of the Kingdom f Ireland, are defcended from him. 


Mr. Venn, commonly called colonel Venn, was in the defign from the beginnings 
‘and intended to have removed, but never did. Upon the change of affairs in Eng- 
dand he made a figure there, being one of the members for the city in the long parlia 
ment, and among the mott active in the oppofition to the court, and was one of the 
King’s judges. 

Mr. Cradock was more forward in advancing out of his fubftance than any othess 
‘being generally the higheft in all fubfcriptions. He was an eminent merchant ia 
“London, and continued, divers years, ‘tu carry on a trade in the colony by his fervantsy 
“but he never came over. His fon or grandfon Samuel Cradock, was a diffenting 
tinifter at Wickambrook in 1690. George Cradock, Efg; now in publick Beis in 
‘the colony, is defcendéd frorti him. 

T can give no account of the other affiftants. ; 

Sir William Brereton was one of the conipany, and feems to have been preparing 
to Comé over, but he found employment alfo in the long parliament and in the ary, 
was at the head of the forces which reduced Chefter. Several others; #3 Mrs Blaclow 
houfe, Mr. Whicheote, Captain Waller, Mr. Pocock, Mr. Harwood, and other pera 
:fons of note were of the company, and great promoters of f the plantation. Lincoins 
faire eeatzibutes greatly, and more of our principal famijies desive their origin from 

Dente 
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the fatigues of a long voyage, and fpends but a few months 
in a wildernefs, among Savages, and in a climate more fevere 
than he had ever experienced. What muft we think, then, 
of perfons of rank-and good circumftances in life bid- 
ding a final adieu to all the conveniencies and delights of 


England, their native country, and expofing therfelves, their 


wives and children, to inevitable hard fhips and fufferings, in 
a long voyage acrofs the Atlantick, to land upon a moft in 
hofpitable fhore, deftitute of any kind of building to fecure 
them from the inclemency of the weather, and of moft forts 
of food to which they had been always ufed at their former 
home? The ficknefs and mortality which prevailed the firft 
winter, they did not forefee. It is an obfervation, fince made, 


that moft parts of America have proved unhealthy (except 


where the country is cleared) until perfons have had a feafon~ 
ing in it. 


Exeven fhips, which failed from different ports in Eng- 
land, arrived at New-England before the end of July. Six 
more arrived before the end of. the year. They brought 
above 1500 paflengers. ‘The Arabella, on board which was 
the governor, and feveral of the affiftants, left Yarmouth be- 
tween the 7th and roth of April. On the 7th the governor, 
and divers others on board, figned a paper directed to their 

D J brethren 


thence than from any part of England, unlefs the city of London be an exceptions 
The Countefs of Warwick was a benefa€tor. In 1634, the general court voted, 
“‘ that there fhould be letters of thankfulnefs figned by the court and fent to the 
Countefs of Warwick, Mr. Paynter, Mr. Wood, and others that have been bene- 
factors to this plantation.” The Earl of Warwick, her fon, was a patron of the 
colony, and was very able as well as willing to do kind offices to it as long as he lived. 
Some of the minifters were of families of diftin@tion. Mr. Bulkley from Bedford- 
fhire, of an honourable family there. Samuel Whiting, who was minifler of Lynny 
married a daughter of Oliver St. John. She came with him to New-England. 
John Shearman, minifter of Watertown, married a giand?@aughter of Earl Rivers. 
Her father, Mr. Laume, was a gentleman of 1400 la years She was alive in 
1697, the mother of 20 childrens 











26 T BE ORLY Ss: tO RY ee 


x 


brethren of the church of England, to remove fufpicions or 
mifconftructions, and to afk their prayers. This paper has 
occafioned a difpute, whether the firft fettlers of the Maffa- 
chufets were of the church of England or not. However 
problematical it may be, what they were while they remained 
in England, they left no room for doubt after they arrived in 
America. The Arabella arrived at Salem the 12th of June, || 
‘The common people immediately went afhore and regaled 
themfelves with ftrawberries, which are very fine in America, 
and were then in perfection. “This might give them a favor- 

able idea of the produce of the country, but the gentlemen 
met with a enough to fill them with concern. The firft news 
they had, was of a general confpiracy, a few months before, 
of al] the Indians as far ds Naraghanfet, to extripate the Eng- 
lifh, Eighty perfons out of about three hundred, had died in 
the colony the winter before, and many of thofe that remain- 
ed were in a weak fickly condition, There was not corn 
enough to have lafted above a fortnight, and all other provifions 
very fcant.. They were obliged to give all the fervants, { they 
had fent over, their liberty, that they might fhift for them- 
felves, although they had coft from fixteen to twenty pounds 
ahead. They had not above three or four months to look ~ 
out proper places for fettlements, and to provide fhelter againft 
the feverity of the winter. With this profpect of difficulties, 
ereat enough for them to encounter, ficknefs began among 
them. Being deftitute. of neceflary accomodations, they drop- 
ped away one after another. Among others, the lady Ara- 
bella, who, to ufe Mr. Hubbard’s words, ** came from a 
paradife of plenty and pleafure, in the family of a noble Earl, 

into a wildernefs of wants, and although celebrated for her 
many virtues, yet was not able to encounter the adverfity fhe 

was 


\\ Mafconomco, the Sagamore of Cape-Ann, came on board the next morn 


: ing after the governor’s arrival to bid him welcome. ; Hube 


t The whole number fent over was 180+ Thit-was a fer lolbe 
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was furrounded with, and in about a month after her arrival 
fhe ended her days at Salem where fhe firft landed.” Mr. 
Johnfon, her husband, highly efteemed for his piety and wif- 
dom, overcome with grief, furvived her a fhort time only, and 
died at Bofton the 20th of September, to the great lofs of the 
colony. Mr. Roffiter another of the affiftants, died foon af- 


ter. Before December they had loft two hundred of their 


number, including a few who died upon their paflage. 


THE governor and fome of the principal perfons left Sa- 
lem the 17th of June, and travelled through the woods to 
Charleftewn, about 20 miles, to look out for a conveinent place 
for their chief town, which they had determined ‘hould be in 
fome part of the bay or harbour between Nantasket and Cam- 
bridge. At firft they pitched upon the north fide of Charles 
river, or rather north-weft, by the major voice ; but a num- 
ber of the principal gentlemen having fixed their cottages 
(fhelters intended for one winter only) upon the oppofite fide 
of the river, the governor and moft of the affiftants removed to 
them in November. They were however undetermined 
where to build in the fpring. A fortified town, at leaft pali- 
{adoed, was thought neceflary to defend them againft the na- 
tives, and they could not agree upon the moft conveinent 
place for that purpofe. 


‘THey found when they arrived, a few families fcattered 
about in feveral parts of the bay. Mr. Maverick, who will 
often appear in the courfe of this niftory, lived upon Noddle’s 
ifland, a grant or confirmation of which he afterwards obtain- 
ed from the court. He had built a {mall fort, and had four 
cannon mounted there. At a point upon Shawmut or Tii- 
montaine, fince Belton, * lived Mr. Blaxton, who had left 

is eines England 


_* Said to be called fo from refpe€t to Mr. Cotton, minifter of Bofton in Eng- 
fand, who they expected to follow them. 





| 
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England, being diffatisfied there, and not a thorough confor~ 
mift ; but he was more. diflatisfied with the non-conformity 
of the new-comers. He told them he came from England be- 
caufe he did not like the Lords Bifhops, but he could not join 
with them becaufe he did not like the Lords-Brethren. He 
claimed the whole peninfula upon which Bofton is built, be- 
caufe he was the firft that fleptuponit. Hehada grantof avery 
handfome lot there at the weft part of the town, but he chofe 
to quit all and removed to the fouthward, at or near what is 
fince called Providence, + where he liv’d to old age. ‘There 
were alfo feveral families at Mattapan, fince called Dorchefter, 
or rather) Dorchefter-neck ; here + Mr. Ludlow and Mr. 
Roffiter pitched, with two minifters, Mr. Warham and Mr, 
Maverick. On the north of Charles river (Charleftown) 
were the remains of thofe who'had moved the laft year from 
Salem ; here Mr. Nowell and fome of his friends made their 
pitch, but confidered themfelves and Bofton, at firft, as but 
one fettlement and one ehurch, with Mr. Wilfon fer their 
minifter. When he went to England in the fpring, Charlef- 
town became a diftinét church and town, and took Mr. 
James for their minifter. Sir Richard Saltonftall chofe a 
place fome miles up Charles river, which has taken the name, 
of Watertown. His' company took Mr, Phillips for their 
minifter. My. Phynchon was at the head of another com- 
pany who fettled between Dorchefter and Bofton. ‘Their 
town took the name of Roxbury. “hey had Mr. Elliot § for 
their minifter. Medford and. Miitick were then diftin& 





places, though not fo at prefent. At Medford, || which I 
. take 


+ One Mr. Blakeftone a minifter, went from Bofton, having lived there 9 
or 10 years, becaufe he would not join with the church. He lives near Mt, 
Williams, but is far from his opinion. — Leachford. 


t~ They arrived at Nantafket, the 3oth of May, from Plymouth in England, 


§ He did not come oyer until 1631. Mr. Weld was his colleague, 
|] Wood. 
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take to have been a fmall village at the lower part of Miftick 


-siver, now called Neck of Land, where a creek alfo ran into’ 


Charles river, it was intended a fettlement fhould be made for 
Mr. Cradock and the people he was fending and had fent o- 
ver. Here, by his agents, he built veflele of burden. At 
thefe feveral places, together with Salem, the whole company 


, were fettled for the firft winter. They had little time en ough 


to provide their huts. As foon as December came, their out- 
door work was over. On the 6th of December the governor 
and affiftants met and agreed to fortify the neck between Bof- 
ton and Roxbury, and orders were given for preparing the 
materials ; but at another meeting, on the a1ft, they laid that 
defign afide, and agreed on a place * about three miles above 
Charleftown, and moft of them engaged to build houfes there 
the next year. The weather held tolerable until the 24th of 
December, but the cold then came on with violence. Such 
a Chriftmas eve they had never feen before. From that time, 
to the roth of February, their chief care was to keep themfelves 
warm, and as comfortable in other refpecis as their {cant pro- 
yvifions would permit. The poorer fort were much expofed, 
lying in tents and miferable hovels, and many died of the 
{curvy and other diftempers. ‘hey were fo fhort of provifi- 
ons, that many were obliged to live upon clams, muilels and 
other fhell-fith, with ground-nuts and acorns inftead of bread. 


“One, that came to the governor’s houfe to complain of his fuf- 
ferings, was prevented, being informed that, even there, the 


laft batch was in the oven. Some inftances are mentioned of 
great calmnefs and refignation in this diftrefs. A good man, 
who had afked his neighbour to a difh of clams, after dinner 
returned thanks to God who had given them to fuck of the a~ 


bundance of the feas and of treafure hid in the fands. “They had - 


appointed the 22d of February for a faft, but on the 5th, to 
their great joy, the fhip Lyon, Capt. Pierce, one of the lat 
year’s . 


®.Firft called Newtown, fince Cambridges 
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year’s fleet, returned laden with provifions from England, which 
were diftiibuted according to the neceffities of the Bones 
They turned their faft into a thankfgiving. 


In the {pring of 1631, they purfued their defign of a forti- 
fied town at Newtown. The governor fet up the frame of a 
houfe ; the deputy governor finifhed his houfe and removed 
his family. About this time, Chicketawbut, the chief of the 
Indians near Bofton, came to vifit the governor and made 
high profeffions of friendfhip. The apprehenfions of danger 
leflened by degrees, the defign of a fortified town went off in- 
the fame proportion, until it was wholly laid afide. The go- 
vernor took down his frame and carried it to Bofton. Mr. 
Dudley, the deputy, was offended, and prefifted for fome time 
in his firft determination of refiding at Newtown, but at length 
removed to Roxbury. 


Tuts fcheme, of a fortified town, was well enough while 
they were uncertain what the temper of the natives would be, 
‘Their defign was to make improvements, and to extend their 
fettlements in the feveral parts of the country. Unlefs they 
were upon fuch terms with the Indians, that they could do 
this with fafety, the colony could not long fubfift. If eo 
were upon fuch terms, fortified towns were unneceflary. * 


Tue high price of provifions, this year in England, im-. 
poverifhed the colony. Every bufhel of wheat meal coft, in- 
cluding the freight, 14s. fterling ; every buthel of peafe ros. 
and Indian corn, imported from Virginia, fold at 10s. + Some 

were 
% Mr. Dudley fays, they laid afide all thought of a fort, becaufe upon any invafi- 
on when they fhould retire to it, they muft neceffarily lofe their houfes. Letter to 


Countefs of Lincoln. There was the fame objection to a fortified town, if the in» 
habitants of other towns and villages fhould retire to it. 


| ; 
‘> It was the year 1632, before they knew they fhould be able to raife Englith 
grain, if we' may credit Johnfon. ‘¢ This year, a {mall glean of rye was brought ta 


the court, as the firft fruits of Englith grain, at which, this poor people greatly rex 
joiced to fee the land would bear ite” Johnfon “1633. 














MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 3 


were difcouraged and returned to England, viz. Sir Richard 
Saltonftall, Thomas Sharpe, &c. and never came back ; but 
others, in hopes of better times, went over to fetch their 
families and returned with them, viz. Mr. Wilfon, Codding- 
ton, { &c. They went in the Lyon, which brought-their 
fupply. In the fame fhip, Sir Chriftopher Gardner was fent, 
home under confinement. He was a knight of the fepulchre, 
but concealed his true charaéter, and came over laft year un- 
der pretence of feparating himfelf from the world, and living a 
life of retirement and devotion. He offered to join feveral of 
the churches, but he was fufpeCted to be an immoral’ man, 


and not received. He had a comely young woman, who tra-- 


Yelled with him. He called her his coufin. For fome mif- 
carriages in the Maffachufets, he fled to the Indians. ‘They 
carried him to Plymouth, having firft ufed him pritty roughly, 
From thence he was fent to Bofton. He joined afterwards, 


with Gorges, Mafon and others, in complaints againft thé 


colony. 


Mr. Wilfon left the church on the fouth fide of the river 
without a minifter. At his parting he recommended them to 
the care of the governor, deputy-governor and other godly ang 
able chriftians, to carry on the worfhip of God, on the Lord’s- 
day, by prophefying until his return. ! 


So much of their attention was neceflary in order to pro- 
vide for their fupport, that little bufinefs was done by the affift- 
ants or by the general court. The removal of the charter 
made many new regulations neceflary, which were fettled by 


degrees. The firft court of affiftants was at Charleftown, Au- | 


guft 


{ The following paragraph, in a letter to Mr. Cotton from Mr. Coddington, 

London June 4th, 1632, fhews with what meal he had embarked in this undertaking. 

- « Jam, I thank God, in bodily health, yet not enjoying that freedom of fpirit, be» 

ing withheld from that place which my foul defireth and my heart earneftly worketh’ 

after ; neither, I think, fhall I fee it till towards the next fpring, my wife being 
with child, and all her friends unwilling the fhould go in that condition.” 
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guft 22d, about two months after their arrival. A beadle, a 
corporation officer, was appointed. It was then ordered, that 
the governor and deputy for the time being, fhould be juftices 
of the peace, four of the then affiftants were alfo appointed juf- 
tices. All juftices whatfoever were to have the fame power, 
_for reformation of abufes and punifhing offenders, which juf- 
tices have in England, but no corporal punifhment to be in- 
ficted except by an affiftant. In high offences, the governor 
and affiftants fat as a court, as well as in civil matters. There 
was a trial by a jury this year for murder, and the perfon 
charged was acquitted, The firft general court was held the 
rgth of Odtober, not by a reprefentative, but by every one, 
that was free of the corporation in perfon.'! None had been 
admitted freemen fince they left England, ‘The governor and 
afliftants had a great influence over the court. It was ordered, 
that, for the future, the freemen fhould chufe the affiftants, and 
the affiftants, from among themfelves, chufe the governor and 
deputy-governor. The court ofaffiftants were to have the 
power of making laws and appointing officers. This was a 
departure from their charter. One hundred and nine free- 


men were admitted at this court. Maverick, Blackftone,- 
and many more who were not of any of the churches, were - 


of this number. ‘This was all that was tranfaéted, that was 
any thing material, the firft year. ‘The’next general court 
was the court of ele&tion for 1631. ‘The feale was now turn- 


{ 


ed, and the freemen refolved to chufe both governor, deputy 


and affiftants, notwithftanding the former vote, and made an 
order, that, for the time to come, “hone fhould be admitted 


to the freedom of the body politick but ges as were church 
members. 


! 


Tus 


} None may now be a freeman of that company, unlefe he be a church mem» 
ber among them. None have voice insele@tions of governor, deputy and affif- 
tants, none are to be magiftrates, officers or jurymen, grand or petit, but free-- 


mene The minifers give their votes in all eleétions of magiftrates. Now the 


mot 


e. 
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‘THIs was a moft extraordinary ‘ofder or law, and yet it 
continued in force until the diflolution of the government, it 
being repealed, in appeararice only, * after the reftoration of 
King Charles the fecond: Had thy been deprived of their ci« 
vil privileges in England by an act of parliamicht, unlefs they 
would join in Communion with the churches bey it might 
very well have been the firft in the roll of gtievances, But 
fuch were the requifites to qualify for c hurch ierberit dhip here; 
that the grievance was abuidantly greater. 


THE fearcity of the forther year excited the inhabitents to 
take the greater improvements, by tillage, afloon as the fring 
advanced, and it pleafed God to give them fuch favourable fea- 
fons, that they had a very plentiful harveit ; and Indiancorh, + 
which could not be purchafed with money the yeat before, at 
the end of this year was made a'tender in difcharge of all 
debts, except moriey or beaver had been fpecially agreed for, 
Cattle were extreinely dear, a great part of what had been fhip- 
ped from England being deads and a milch cow Was valued 
at 25 to gol. fterling. 


Tie fame governér and deputy coverhér and fuch of the 


- affiftants of 1630, as were Itving ahd in the colony, wete ie- 
elected for the’ yeat 163i: ¢ They contlitued to make the 


. E fame 


moft of the perfons at New-England are not adinitted of cheir church, 3nd therefore 
are not freemen 3 and when they cotne to-be tried there, be it for life or limb, namé 
or eftate, or whatfodver, they mutt be tried and judgéd too by thof of the church 
who are, in a furt, their adyerfaries. How egual tht hath been or inay be, fome 
by experience do know, others inay judge. Léchford. 

* Tho minifter was to certify, that the candidates for fretdom were of ctthalck 
principics and of good lives and convérfations. 


+ This howevér wis mean dict, and diftatteful to Europeans i in geferal. < Thé 


want of Englith grain, wheat, barley and rye, proyéd a fore aMidtion ie fomé 
@omachs who could not livé upon Indian bicad and water, yet were they Cumpell= 
éd to it” = Jounfon. 


t This year, and this only, the aff cats is aré not ngined ih the colony 
fecords, . Hubbards y 
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fame choice for 16 32, with the addition of Mr. John Hutt» 
frey, who had been deputy governor in England, but was pre- 
vented coming the firft year, and John Winthrop, jun. the 
governor’s eldeft fon, who, with his wife, mother, and fomée 
others of the family, arrived in OGtober the year before. They 
were frequently alarmed this year § by the Indians, which 
put them into confufion ; happy for them, that in this theit 
fecble infant ftate they were only alarmed. A company of 
Eaftern Indians called Tarretines, about an hundred in num- 
ber, affaulted the wigwams of the Sagamore of Agawam. * 
‘They came by water in 30 canoes, flew feven Indians and 
wounded two Seeteon who lived near Bofton, and carried a- 
way captives one of their wives with divers other Indians, The 
governor likewife received advice from the governor of Pli- 
mouth of a broil between fome Englith of that colony and fome 
of the Naraganfet Indians, who fet upon the Englith houfe at 
Sowam ; ¢ alfo of motions made by the Pequods, which cauf- 
ed the Bae governor of Manhadoes to give notice to the 
Englifh to be upon their guard, A fhallop belonging to Dor- 
chefter having been miffing all the winter, it appeared, this 
fummer, that the crew, coating of five men, had been fecretly 
murdered by the Eaftern Yadinr! However, the Sagamores, 
near Bofton, made profeffions of friendfhip, and on the 5th of 
Auguft this year, Miantinomo, one of the great Sachenis of 
the Naraganfets, the moft numerous of all the Indians between 


Bofton and Hudfon’s fiver, came down to Bofton whiether 


out of fear or love they could not tell, to enter into a league 

of friendfhip with the colony. He and his followers were ine 

vited to attend the public worfhip, but three of them with- 

drew in fermon time, and to fatisfy their hunger, broke inte 
. an 


§ There was an alarm in 1634 at Saugus 6r Lynn. © Lieut. Waller, then ups 


"on the watch, was fhot through his cloaths by two arrows, but by an immediate dife 


charge of a culverin it was fuppofed the Indians withdrew. Johnfon, &cx 


* Ipfwichy T In part of what is now Brifols 
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an Englith houfe to get victuals. The Sagamore, who was i 
a very high fpirited fellow, could hardly be perfuaded to order 
them any corporal punifhment ; but he was fo afhamed:of his 


attendants, that he ordered them out of town, and followed | 
them himfelf foon after, i 


Tue. French alfo occafioned fome uneafy apprehenfions, 


They had been drove from Accady by Sir Samuel Argall in 4 
1613, The people of New-Plimouth had fet up a trading 4 
houfe, at Penobf{cot, about the year 1627. Intelligence was i 
brought this year to the Maflachufetts, that in 1620 or 16 3E i\ 


Sir William Alexander had fold the country of Nova-Scotia "| 
to the French, and that tke fort, with all the asmunition and . 
ftores, was delivered to them ; that Cardinal Richlicu had or- i 
dered fome companies there, and that more were expected the 
next year with Priefts, Jefuits, &c. ‘This news alarmed the i 
governor and council, and put them upon confultations for 
their defence, They determined to finith a fort which was 
begun at Bofton, to build another at Nantafket, and to haften 
the fettlement of Agawam (Ipfwich,) it being one of the bef 

places both for pafture and tillage, left an enemy fhould take 

pofleffion and prevent them. Mr. Winthrop, the governor’s 

fon, was accordingly fent to begin a plantation there. * I ip 


appears | 





* The Tarrateen, or Eaftern Indians, wha had a fpight againft the Indians of j 
Agawam, and had attacked them and drove them from their fettlement, intended ) 
mifchief azainft the Englifh alfe, as appears by the following account, preferved a- il 
mong the papers of Mr. Cobbett, the minifter of Agawien or Spfwich + i 


* At the firft planting of Ipfwich, as a crediable man informed me, namely Quire 
€* termafter Perkins, the T'arrateens or Eafterly Indians had a defiga to have cut M 
*§ them off at the firft, when they had but between 30 and 3© men, old and young, \) 
belonging to the place 5 and, at that inftant, moft of them, gone into the bay aboug 
9 their occafions, not hearing of any intimations thereof. It was thus + One Rob- | 

| €£ in, a friendly Indian, came to this John Perkins, then a young man, living them 

€€ in q little hyt upon his father’s ifland on this. fide of Jeoftry’s. neck, and told him, 
¢* on fuch a Thurfday morning, early, their would come. four Indians, to draw hiny 
* to go down the hillto the water fide, to truck with them, which, if he. did, he 







« ang 
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appears that their apprehenfions of the French defigns, to take 
pollediion of fome part or other of the coaft, were not ill found~ 
ed ; for they fent a fhip, this year ta Penchfcot, as a prelude 
to what was to come aiter, Governor Bradford of Plimouth 
gives this accaunt of it, §¢ This year the houfe at Penobfcot 
*© is robhed by the French in this mnaner : While the maf 
8° ter es the houfe, and part ef the company with him, is come 
** with one veflz!. to the weftward ta fetch a fupply of goods, 
$6 Hesapiat over fer us, a fmell’ French. veffel, having a falfe 
© Scat aboard, gaes inta the hahour, pretends they are newly 
$¢ come from ica, knows not where they are, that the veflel is 
© very leaky, and defires they may Kaul her afhore and ftop 
© her leaks, making many French complements and cangees } 
ec And feeing but three er four fimple men, who are sila 
«© and, by the Scotchman, underftanding the matser and the 
€¢ reft of the company are gone from home, fall to co ae 


5 and muikets which lie en the racks by the 
<< ke them doin 'to look on them, afking if they 
€° Were cna ae nd We he 1 poftel fled of them, ane prefents a 
ac] int the renrgties another 2 piftal, they bid 





ri liver the goads, Pay made them help 
¢¢ in carrying them all aboard, to the value of four cr five 
s¢ hun red pounds ficrling, prime coft ; thee hundred weiche 
§* 0} beaver, she reft in trading x BOOKS, A 14 Coats, rugs, blankets, 


S§ &c 


4 and all near his: would be cut af, far thers were 40 eee cartoas would lie out 


of ficht at the brow of the hill, fx of armed Indians for thy purpofee Of this 
66 he amin acquainted Mr. Juhn Winthrop, wha then if there in a houfe 
near the water, who advifed bined if {uch Indians came, to, cary it ruggediy tor 

: threaten to fheat them if chey would not ke gone, ang won their 


ral, to ftrike up a deum he had with him, belicss his two mufkets, 


1 


them, that fo 6 or &.young men, who were in the raarfhes hard 





soping their guns havced by them, might take the alarm, 





airs would perceive he plot -was ditovered zai haite away to fea a- 
f or he told me, he pree 
“ aS aiter difterned 40 fuch canoes hovegs from uncer the hill and auike ae 


as fait as they could to féa.” 





ch phat ly was fo a&ted end wagok Eke 
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6¢ &c, then fet it uel at liberty. and go away with this 
«6 taunting meflage, tell your mafter, when he returns, that 
€< -fome of the Ifle of ‘Rhee gentlemen have been here.” 


Ir appears that the Maflachufetts people took poffeffion of 
the country at a very critical time. Richlieu, in all probabi- 
lity, would have planted his colony nearer the fun, if he could 
have found any place vacant. De Monts and company had 
ara wired a Seragh knowledge of all the coait from Cape Sa« 

les beyond Cape Cod i in 1604 5 indeed it does. not appear that 
they then went round or to the bottom of Maiflachufetts- -Bay. 
Had they once gained footing there, they would have prevent- 
ed the Englith, The F renchified court of King Charles the 
firft would at the. treaty of St. Germains, have given up any 
claim to Mailachufetts-Bay as readily as they did to Acadie ; 
for the French could make out no better title to Penobfcot, 
and the other parts of Acadie, than they could to the Mafia- 
chufetts. ‘The little plentatien at New-Plimouth would have 
been no greater bar to the French in one place than in the o- 
ther. The Dutch, the next year, would have quietly poffefl- 
ed themfelves of Conn: ma river, unlefs the F rench, inftead 
of the Englifh, had prevented them, Whether the people of 
either nation would have perfevered isuncertain, Lf they had 
done it, the late conteft for the dominion, of North-America 
would have heen between France and Holland, and ahe com 
merce of Ene: land would have borne a very diicrent propors 
tion to that of the reft of Hurope from w thas it dees at pres 
fent, 


THE new fettlers were in perils alfo from their own couns 


trymen. Sir Ferdinando Gorges ‘ahd’ Capt: Mafon, two of 
the council of Pit south, who with a view to the advancement 
of their fortunes, had. ex pended lave funs to litthe purpofe:i in 
gtiempts to fettle colonies in New-Enolend, beheld the Maf- 
fachufetts with an envious eye. They intended, for thems 

{elves 
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‘ whole bufinefs into his own hands, 
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felves, all that part of the colony which lies to the Eaftward 
of Naumkeag, Gardiner and Morton, || to revenge the af. 
fronts they had received, joined with them ina complaint toe 
the King in council againft the colony, At this time they 
failed 


“|| Morton wrote the following letter to one Jeffties in New-England: « My 
very good goffip ! If I thould commend myfelf to you, you would reply with this - 
proverb, propria laus fordet in ore, but to leave impertinent falutes and really pro- 
ceed, you fhall hereby wnderftand, that although when I avas firft fent to England, to 
make complaint againft Ananias and the brethren, I effected the bufinefs but fuper- 
ficially (through the brevity of time.) Ihave at this time taken deliberation, and 
brought the matter to a better pafs, and it is brought about, that the King hath ta- 
ken the matter into his orvn hands. The Maflachufetts patent, by an order of: 
eouncil, was brought in view, the privileges therein granted well fcanned, and at 
the council board, in‘prefence of Sir Richard Saltonftall and the reft it was declared, 
for manifold abufes therein difeovered, tobe void, The King hath re-affumed the 
and given order, for a general governor for 
the whole territory, to be fent over, The commiffion is paffed the privy feal, I faw 
it,and the fame was fent to my Lord Keeper, to have it pafs the great feal,and Inow 
ftay to return with the governor, by whom; all complainants fhall have relief. So 
that now, Jonas being fet afhore, may fafely ctyy Repent ye cruel fchifmaticks, re+ 
pent, there are yet but 40 days. If Jove vouchfafe to thunder, the charter and the. 
kingdom of the feparatifts will fall afunder.———My lord of Canterbury, with my lord 
privy {eal, haying caufed all Mr. Cradock’s letters to be viewed and his apology for 
the brethren particularly heard, protefted againft him and Mr, Humfries that they 
were a couple of impafturous knaves, fo that, for all their great friends, they depart 
ed the council chamber in our view with a pair of cold fhoulders. I haye ftaid long, 
yet have not loft my labour. The brethren have found themfelves fruftrated, and J 
ghall fee my defire upon my enemies.——-Of thefe things I thought good by fo con. 
ven-ent a meflénger, to give you notice, leaft you thould think I died in obfcurity, as 
the brethren vainly intended I fhould. ’ As for Ratcliffe, he was comforted by their 
lordthips with the cropping of Mr. Winthrop’s ears, whichghews what opinion is held, 
amongft them, of King Winthrop with all his inventions and his Amfterdam and 
fantaftical ordjnances, his preachings, marriages and other abufive ceremonies, which 
pxemplify his deteftation of the church’ of England, and contempt of his Majefty’s 
authority and wholfome laws. I reft your loving friend, ; 
Thomas Morton.” 

May 1ft, 1634, 
Morton came to New-England again, in 164.3, when this letter and a book he 
had wrote, full of inys€tiyes, were produced againft Fine 
the accufer of the brethren, The court fined him roo 1. - He was poor. and unable 
to pay it. Nothing but his age faved him from the whipping-poft. He wert 
ta Acamenticus, and there died 3 year or two after, t 


He was truly called 
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failed of fuccefs, and an order was made in council rgth of 
January 1632, ‘* declaring the fair appearances and great hopes 
“< which there then were, that the country would prove bene= 
** ficial to the kingdom, as well as profitable to the particu- 


~ 


ce 


<¢ affured, that if things fhould be carried on as was pretend- 


ed when the patents were granted and according as by the 
patent is appointed, his Majetty would not only maintain 
the liberties and privileges heretofore granted, but fupply 
any thihg further which might tend to the good govern- 
ment, profperity and comfort of the ‘people there, 2 i 


& 
«“ 
&¢ 
ce 
x4 


In: the year 1633, the people ftill continued the adminiftras 
tion of government in the fame hands. Freth fupplies of in- 
habitants had been brought from England, from time to time, 
in the courfe of the two former years, but there were many 
who were willing to fee the fuccefs of the firft adventurers 
befote they embarked themfelves: The reports carried over 
were very encouraging, fo that, this year, there was a very 
great addition made, fhips arriving all fummer, in fome months 
twelve or fourteen iri a month ; an exportation fo great and of 
fuch a fort of perfons, that it produced the following order of 
the King in Council, arf February 1632. 


‘© Wuereas the board is given to underftand of the fre- 
quent tran{portation, of great numbers of his Majefty’s fub- 
jects out of this kingdom, to the plantation of New- -Eng- 
land, among whom divers perfons known to be ill aitected, 

dinaheatea not orily with civil but ecclefiaftical govern= 


«€ 
€c 
@c 
&¢ 
&e 


“* im point of religion, as, befide the ruin of the faid plantati- 


on; canriot but highly tend to the fcandal both of churclt 
** and ftate here. And whereas it was informed in particus 
lar, that there ane, at this prefent, divers thips, in the river 
© of 


ce 


” Hubbardy 


lar perfons*concerned ; and that the adventurers might be 


ment here, are obferved to refort thither, whereby, by fuch . 
confufton and diftraction is already grown there, efpecially 
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*¢ of Thatnes, ready to fet fail thither, freighted with paf= 
sd fengers and provifions ; it is thought fit and ordered, that 
*¢ ftay fhould be forthwith made of the faid fhips until furs 
“© ther order from this board. And the feveral mafters and 
“¢ freighters of the fame fhould attend the board, on Wednef= 
“* day next in the afternoon, with a lift of the paflengers and 
«< provifions in each fhip. And that Mr. Cradock, a chief 
*¢ adventurer in that plantation now prefent before the board, 
*¢ Thould be required to caufe the letters patent for the faid 
¢¢ plantation to be brought to this board,” § 


Mr. Hubbard fays, that this order was the effect of a new 
complaint preferred by Gardiner, Morton and others, of their 
hardfhips and fufferings from the feverity.of the governmenty 
and that {uch of the company as were in England were called 
before the committee of council, and delivered an anfwer in 
writing, and that, upon reading thereof, it pleafed God fo to 
work with the Lords of the council, and afterwards with the 
King’s Majefty, that when the whole matter was reported to 
him by Sir Thomas Jermayne (one of the council who had 
been prefent at the three days of hearing, and fpake much it 
commendation of the governor, both to the Lords and after to 
his Majefty) the King faid, he would have fuch feverely pus 
nifhed as fhould abufe his governor and the plantation, and the 
defendants were difmifled, with a favourable order for theif 
encouragement ; being aflured, from, fome of the council, that 


is Majcfly did not intend to impofe the ceremonies of the 


church of England upon them, for that it was confidered, it 
was for the fake of freedom ‘from thofe things that people went 
ever thither, Itis certain, a ftop was not put ‘to the emigra-' 


tion. ‘There came. over, among many others in this year 


3633; Haynes of the civil order, Mr, Cotton, q¢ Mr Hooker; 


and 
& Hubbard. 


“@ Mr. Cotton's removal was hatenencd by letters miffive, which were out 


: 


agzint him te conyeat him before the high commiilien court for nonconformitys 
Vig. 
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and Mr. Stone, three of the moft famous men of the religious 
order, Mr. Cotton is fuppofed to have been. more inftru~ 
mental, in the fettlement of their civil as well as ecclefiaftical 
polity, than any, other perfon : The church of Bofton, by ad- 
vice of the governor and council and of the elders in the colo- 
ny, received him for their teacher ; to which office he was 
ordained the 17th O@ober. Mr. Thomas Leverett, an an- 
cient member of Mr. Cotton’s church in England, was at the 
fame time orddined aruling elder. The circumftances and or- 
der of proceeding, in Mr. Cotton’s ordination, were intended 
as a precedent, and the congregational churches in New-Eng- 
land have generally conformed thereto ever finee, Mr. Hook- 
erand Mr. Stone, with their friends, fettled at Newtown 
(Cambridge*.) F 


) 
His friends advifed him to keep clofe, until he had an opportunity of embarking. 
MS. letter Sam. Whiting. 


* In the year 1633, the fmall pox made terrible havock among the Indians of * 


Maflachufetts. Whether or no their food and irregular diet furnifhes greater quan- 
tities of the morbifick matter, than in more temperate perfons, I leave to phyfieians. 


- They were deftitute of every thing, proper for comfort and relief, and died in greater 


proportion than is known among the Englifh. John Sagamore of Winefimet, and 
James of Lynn, with almoft all their people, died of the diftemper. All writers 
agree, that, a few years before the Englifh came to New-Plymouth, a mortal conta- 
gious difterper fwept away great numbers of Indians, fo that fome tribes were in a 
manner extinét ; the Maffachufetts particularly, are faid by fome to have been re- 
duced from thirty thoufand to three hundred fighting men. The {mall pox proving 
fince fo fatal to Indians, caufed fome to fuppofe that to have been the diftemper, but 
the Indians themfelves always gave a very different account, and, by their defeription, 
it was a peftilential putrid fever. In one of the voyages, collected by Purchas, it is faid 
to have been the plague, and that fome of the Indians which recovered fhewed the fears 
of the boil. An inftance of mortality among the Indians of Nantucket, in the 
year 1763, ftrengthens the probability of their account of the diftemper itfelf and of 
the amazing effects of it. 


In the beginning of Oétober there were belonging to the ifland of Nantucket about _ 


320 Indians, of every age and fex,in go families. A fever then began among them 
and, before the end of January, between 260 and 270 perfons had been feized with it, 
of which number 6 men aad 9 women only recovered, and but 15 families and about 

tighty-five 
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In the year 1634, they thought proper to give their gover- 
nor fome refpite, Mr. Dudley being chofen in his ftead, and 
Roger Ludlow deputy governor. 

Mr. Haynes who had lately come over, was chofen to the 
place of affiftant. The governor and affiftants kept the 
powers of government, both legiflative and executive, very 
much in their hands the three firft years. The people began 
to grow uneafy, and the number of freemen being greatly 
multiplied, an alteration of the conftitution feems to have 
been agreed upon or fallen into by a general confent of the 
towns ; for at a general court for elections in 1634, twenty- 
four of the principal inhabitants appeared as the reprefenta- 
tives of the body of freemen, and, before they proceeded to 
the election of magiftrates, the people afferted their right to 
a greater fhare in the government than had hitherto been al- 
lowed them, and refolved, ‘‘ That none but the general 


court had power to make and eftablith laws, or to elect and . 
appoint 


eighty-five fouls remained, 15 of which had wintered in the ftraits of Belleifle and ef~ 
caped the diftemper. A phyfician ef note fuppofed this mortality to be occafioned by 
a dearth among the Indians the two preceding years, fo that they had but little corn 
er any other farinaceous food, and this year had been fome months without, which“ 
caufed them to fall upon their pompions, fquofhes, &c. before they were ripe; and 
this food brought their blood into a putrid and broken flate. It is remarkable, that : 
the Englifh inhabitants were free from the diftemper, and not one perfon died of it. 
The infection was fuppofed, by fome, tobe taken from an Irith brigantine ; 
but Mr, Timothy Folger,.a fenfible gentleman of the ifland, from whom I received 


the foregoing account, aflured me there was no room to fuppofe fo, or that it came 
from abroad. 


Our anceftors fuppofed an immediate interpofition of providence in the great morta- 
lity among the Indians, to make room for the fettlement of the Englith.. I am not 
inclined to credulity, but thould not we go into the contrary extreme if we were to 
take no notice of the extinétion of this people in all parts of the centinent? In fome, 
the Englith have made ufe of means the moft likely to have prevented it, but all to 
no purpofe. Notwithftanding their frequent ruptures with, the Englith, very few 
comparatively have perithed by wars. They waite, they moulder away, and, as Charle- 


voix fays of the Indians of Canata, they difappear. 
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appoint officers, as governor, deputy governor, affiftants, trea- 
furer, fecretary, captains, lieutenants, enfigns, or any of like 


moment, or to remove fuch upon mifdemeanour, or to fet out 





the duties and powers Of thefe officers That none but the 
general court hath power to raife monies and taxes, and to dif- 
pofe of lands, viz. to give and confirm proprieties.” After 

thefe refolutions, they proceeded to the eleCtion of magiftrates, 
Then they further determined, ‘¢ That there fhall be four 
general courts held yearly, to be fummoned by the go- 

yernor for the time being, and not to be diffolved without the 
confent of the major part of the court Thatit fhall be law- 
ful for the freemen of each plantation to chufe two or three 
before every general court, to confer of and prepare fuch bufi- 
nefs as by them fhall be thought fit to confider of at the 
next'court ; and that fuch perfons, as fhall be hereafter fo 
deputed by the freemen of the feveral plantations to deal in 
their behalf in the affairs of the common-wealth, fhall have the 
full power and voices of all the faid freemen derived to them 
for the making and eftablifhing of laws, granting of lands, 
&c. and to deal in all other affairs of the common wealth, 
wherein the freemen have todo, the matter of the election of 
magiftrates and other officers only excepted, wherein every 
freeman is to give his own voice.”——And, to fhow their refent- 
ment, they impofed a fine upon’the court of affiftants for go- 





ing contrary to an order of the general court.* 


The freemen were fo increafed, that it was impracticable 


to debate and determine matters in a body, it was befides un- 
{afe, on account of the Indians, and prejudicial to their pri- 
vate affairs, to be fo long abfent from their families and bufi- 
nefs ; fo that this reprefentative body was a thing of neceflity, 


but no provifion had been made for it in their charter. 


* Matt. Records. r 
HUS 
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Tus they fettled the legiflative body, which, except an 
alteration of the number of general courts which were foon 
reduced to two only ina year, and other not very material 
circumftances, continued the fame as fong as the charter laft- 
ed. This I fuppofe was the fecond houfe of - reprefentatives 
in any of the colonies. ‘There was,-as has been obferved, no 
exprefs provifion for it in the charter, they fuppofed the na- 
tural rights of Englifhmen, referved to them, implied it. In 
Virginia, a houfe of burgefles met firft in May 1620. The 
government in every colony, like that of the colonies of old 
Rome, may be confidered as the effigies parva of the mother 
{tate. 


THERE was great difturbance in the colony this year, oc- 
‘cafioned by Roger Williams, minifter of Salem. He had 
been three or four years at Plimouth, and for fome time was 
efteemed, but at length advanced divers fingular opinions, in 
which he did not meet with a concurrence, whereupon he di- 
fired a difmiffion to the church of Salem, which was granted 
him. ‘That church had invited him, upon his firft coming 
to New-England ; but the governor and council interpofed 
with their advice, and prevented his fettlement at that time. 
He had refufed to join incommunion with the church at Bof- 
ton becaufe they would not make a public declaration of their 
repentance for holding communion with the church of Eng- 
land whilft they lived there. He was charged with divers 
exceptionable tenets, as ‘¢ that it is not lawful for a godly 
man to have communion, in family prayer or in an oath, with 
fuch as they judge unregenerate, and therefore he refufed the 
oath of fidelity and taught others fo to do—that it is not 
for an unregenerate man to pray—that the magiftrate has no- 


thing to doin matters of the firft table ;” another tenet *is 
added, 
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added, which ought not to have been ranked with the former, 
viz. © that to punifh a man for any matters of his confcience 
is perfecution *,.” ‘The magiftrates fent.a fecond time to the 
church of Salem to defire them to forbear.calling him to of- 
fice, but they refufed to hearken to their advice, and proceed- 
ed to ordain him, Mr. Skelton, their former minifter, dying a 
little before. Mr. Williams caufed the church of Salem to 
fend their letters of admonition to the church at Bofton, and 
to feveral. other churches, accufing the magiftrates, which 
were members ef them, of divers heinous offences, would ad- 
mit no church to be pure but the church of Salem; but at 
length, becaufe the members of that church would not fepar- 
ate not only from all the churches in Old England, but from 


all in New-England alfo, he feparated from them ; and, to , 


make compleat work of it, he feparated from his own wife, 
and would neither afk a blefling ner give thanks at his meals 
if his wife was prefent, becaufe fhe attended the public wor- 


hip in the church of Salemy. But what gave juft occafion 


to the civil power to interpofe, was his influencing Mr. Endi- 
cot, ene of the magiftrates. and a member of his church, to 


cut the crofs out of the King’s colours, as being a relique of 


anti-chriftian fuperftition{. A writer of the hiftory of thofe 
times queftions whether his zeal would have carried him fo 
far as to refufeto receive the King’s coin becaufe of the crofs 


upon it, Endeavours were ufed to reclaim him, but to no 


“purpofe, and at length he was banifhed the jurifdiction. He 


removed to the fouthward, to look out for anew fettlement 
among 


* Hubbard. | + Hubbard. 


t Many of the militia refufed to train with the mangled defaced colours. ‘This 
fcruple afterwards prevailed, and the crofs was left out of the colours, and generally 
condemned as unlawful. 
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among the Indians, and fixed upona place called by them 
Mofhawfick but by him Providence*. After all that has been 
{aid of the aCtions or tenets of this perfon whilehe was in the 
Maflachufetts, it ought forever to be remembered to his ho- 
nour, that, for forty years after, inftead of fhewing any ree 
vengeful refentment again{ft the colony from which he had 
been banifhed, he feems to have been continually employed in 
ats of kindnefs and benevolence, giving them notice, from. 
time to time, not only of every motion of the Indians over 
whom he had very great influence, but alfo of the unjuft de- 
figns of the Englifh within the new colony, of which he him- 
felf had been the founder and governor, and continued the 


patront. 
Mr. 


* The inhabitants havea veneration for a fpring which runs from the hill into 
the river above the great bridge. The fight of this fpring caufed him to ftop his 
canoe and land there. 


+ Mr. Calender, in his century fermonat Rhode-Ifland, queftions Mr. Williams's ever 
profeffing himfelfa baptift : But Mr. Hubbard fays, he was rebaptiaed at Providence 
by one Holman, and that Mr. Williams in return baptized him and ten more, but 
afterwards renounced this baptifm, not being able toderive the authority of it from the 

apoftles but through the minifters of the church of England, whom he judged to be 

antichriftian. He refufedcommunion with all chriftians of every profeffion, and 
conceived that God would raife up new apoftles, and expeéted to be one himielf, but 
afterwards changed from thefe principles, and would preach and pray with all that 
would hear him without-any diftin@tion. In the year 1677, he publifhed a defence 
of fome fundamental doétrines of chriftianity againft the quakers. In 1643 he went 
to England, and, by the intereft of Sir Henry Vane, obtained from the Earl of War- 
wick a charter of incorporation of Providence plantation in Narraganfet-bay. He 
feems to have been well refpeétedin England. He brought a letter to the governor 
ef Maflachufetts-bay, of which the following is a copy. 


To the right worfhipful the governor and affiftants and the reft of our worthy friends 


in the plantations of Maffachufetts-bay. 
Our much honoured friends, 
TAKING notice, fome of us, of longtime, of Mr. Roger Williams his good af- 


feétions and confcience, and of his fufferings by our common enemy and oppreflors of 
God's people the prelates ; asalfo of his great induftry and travels in his printed In- 


dian labours in your parts (the like whereof we have not feen extant from any part of 
America 
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Mr. Endicot-was fentenced by the court * for his rafh- 
< nefs,. uncharitablenefs, indifcretion, and exceeding the li- 
& mits of his commiffion, to be fadly admonifhed, ‘and alfo 
<< difabled for bearing any office in the common-wealth for 
<< the {pace of a year next enfuing.” He protefted againft the 
proceedings of the court, and an order pafled for his commit- 
ment, but upon his fubmiffion he was difmiffed. — 


Mr. Winthrop’s condué had been fuch, from his firft af- 
fociating with the company in England until his being drop- 
ped this year from his place of governor, that unlefs the oftra- 
cifm of the ancient Greeks had been revived in this new com- 
mon-wealth, it was reafonable to expect that he fhould be out 
of all danger of fo much as the leaft{thought to his prejudice, 
and yet he had a little tafte of what, in many other popular 
governments, their greateft benefactors have taken a large 

potion. 
America) and in which refpect it hath pleafed both houfes of parliament to grant unto 


him and friends with him a free and abfolute charter of civil government for thofe 
parts of his abode, and withal forrowfully refenting, that amongft good men (our 


friends, driven to the ends ofthe world, exercifed with the trials of a wildernefs, and who 


mutually give good teftimony each of the other (as we obferve you do of him and he 
abundantly of you) there fhould be fuch a diftance. We thought it fit, upon diyerscon- 
fiderations, to profefs our great defires of both your utmoft endeavours of nearer clofing 
and of ready expreffing thofe good affections (which we perceive you bear each to other) 
in the a€tual performance of all friendly offices) The rather becaufe of thofe bad 
neighbours you are likely to find too too near you in Virginia, and the unfriendly vifits 


~ from the Weft of England and from Ireland. ‘That howfoever it may pleafé the moft 


high to fhake our foundations, yet the report of your peaceable and profperous planta- 
tions may be fome refrefhings to 
Your true and faithful friends 


Col. Holland Oliver St. John Northumberland 

_ John Blackiftow Gilbert Pickering P. Wharton 
Tfaac Pennington Robert Harley Tho. Barrington 
Miles Corbet John Gurdon William Matfham 


This letter produced a profeffion of readinefs to all offices of chriftian love and mu- 


4Aual correfpondence ; but, unlefs he could be brought to lay down his dangerous princi- 


ples of feparation, they faw no reafon why toconcede to him, or any fo perfuaded, 


Foneous opinions. He died in 1682, forty-eight years after his banifhment. 


| 
| 
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potion. After he was out of the chair, he was queftioned in — 
fucha manner, asappears to have been difagreable to him, con- 
cerning his receipts and difburfements for the public during 
his- adminiftration. Having difcharged himfelf with great 
honour, he concludes his declaration and account in thefe 
words* : 


“* In all thefe things} which I offer, I refer myfelf to the 
“© wifdom and juftice of the court,with this proteftation, that 
“* it repenteth me not of my coft or labour beftowed in the 
** fervice of this common-wealth, but do heartily blefs the 
‘* Lord our God, that he hath pleafed to honour me fo faw, 
“* as to call for any thing he hath beftowed upon me for the 
“* fervice of his church and people here, the profperity where- 
“* of and his gracious acceptance fhall be an abundant recem- 


‘* pence to me, 


** I conclude with this one requeft (which in juftice may 
** not be denied me) ,that as it ftands upon record, 


€ that upon the difcharge of my office I was called 


“* to account, fo this my declaration may be recorded alfo, 


© deft hereafter, when JI fhall be forgotten, fome blemifh 


ce 


may lye upon my pofterity, when there fhall be nothing to 

£¢ clear it. 

Sept. 4, 1624+. Joun WINTHROP.” 
In 


* He might have torn his books of accounts, as Scipio Africanns did, and given 
the ungrateful populace this anfwer. A colony, now ina flourifhing eftate, has been 
ied out and fettled under my dire€tion.. My own fubftance is confumed. Spend‘ no 
muore time in harrangues, but give thanks to God. 


+ Mr. Winthrop, about this time, received a letter from the Eart of Warwick, 
congratulating the fuccefs of the plantation, and offering his affiftance in their pro= 
ceedings. Hubbard. 
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In the year 1635*, ‘chore was a great addition made to the 
number of inhabitants ; ; among cthers Mr. Vane, afterwards 
Sir Henry Vane, was admitted to the freedom of the colony 
on the 3d of March ; .and at the fame time Mr. Harlakenden, 
a gentleman of good family and eftate. “There were many 
others, as Mr. Billingham, Mr. Dummer, of the magiit {trates ; 
ivir, R. Mather, Mr. Norton, Mr. Shepard, and Mr. ‘Peters, 
of the minifters, who came over in this and the laft year, de- 
termined to take up their abode, and many other perfons of 
firure and diftinction were expected to come over, fome of 
which are faid to have been prevented by exprefs order of the 
King, as Mr. Pym, Mr. Hamden, Sir Arthur Haflerige, 
Oliver Cromwell, &c. I know this is queftioned by fome 
authors, but it appears plainly by a letter from Lord Say and 
Seal to Mr. Vane, and a letter from Mr. Cotton to the fame 
nobleman,as I take it, though his name is not mentioned, and 
an anfwer to certain demands made by him, that his lordfhip 
himfelf and Lord Brokeand others were notwithout thoughts 
of removing to New-England, and that feveral other perfons 
of quality were in treaty about their removal alfo, but unde- 
termined whether tojoin the Maflachufetts or to fettle a new 
colony. By the charter, the number of affiftants might be 
eighteen, but hitherto they had chofen a lefs number from 6 to 
95 which left room, as any gentleman of diftinction came over 

G a Si to 
® Mr. Maverick, the minifter of Dorchefter, died the third of February 1635, aged 
abe 60. ' ” Hubbard. 


“th the fpring of 16 3A» they firft turned their thoughts to fortifying the harbour of 
Botton. Mr. Winthrop, the governor, and eight or ten of the principal men, went 
down to what is now called Caftle-Ifland in a boat, the day being warm and pleafant, 

the winter as they fuppofed breaking up, but they were furprifed by a north-weitery 
and the cold fo great as to freeze all up, fo as that for a day and a night” they could 
not get off the ifland, and were forsee to lodge upon the ground and i in heaps to prevent 
freezing.  Johnfon. 
















{ 
: 
| 
: 
/ 
j 


50 THE. Es duiTpsa' “ORR? XK SO 


to admit him to a fhare in the government without leaying 
out any of the former affiftants. 


It appears, by the demands juft mentioned, that fome of the 
nobility and principal commoners of that day had, what ap- 
pears at this day to be very {trange, apprehenfions of the rela- 
tion they fhould ftand in to Great-Britain, after their removal 
to America. ‘Many of the propofals were fuch, as imply that 
they thought themfelves at full liberty, without any charter 


from the crown, to eftablifh fuch fort of government as they 


thought proper, and to form anew {tate as fully to all intents 
and purpofes as if they had been in a ftate of nature, and 
were making their firft entrance into civil fociety. The 
importance of the colonies to the nation was not fully under- 
ftood and confidered. Perhaps the party, which th’n pre- 
vailed in England, would have been content to have been rid 
of the heads of what was deemed a faétion in the government, 
and to have had no further conneétion with them. Be that 
as it may, this fentiment, in perfons of fuch figure and diftine- 
tion, will-in a great meafure excufe the fame miftake which 
will appear to have been made by our firft fettlers, in many 
inftances in the courfe of our hiftory. The anfwer made to 
the demands feems not to have’ been fatisfactory, for thefe 
lords and gentlemen, foon after, again turned their thoughts 
to Conneéticut, where they were expected to arrive every year, 
until after 1640*, 


Mr. Hayne$ was chofen governor for this year, and Mr. 
Bellingham deputy governor; Mr. Dummer and Mr. Haugh 
were added to the affiftantst. ‘The inhabitants.of the plan- 

tation 


* See the Appendix. 


tM. Ludlow aiming at the governor's place the year before,and being pak ietes y 
\ ~ Ags 
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tation, being fo much increafed, found it difficult to pitch 
upon convenient places for fettlements, Mr. Hooker and 
Mr. Cotton were defervedly in high efteem; fome of the 
principal perfons were ftrongly attached to the one of them, 
and fome to the other. The great influence, which Mr, 
Cotton had in the colony, inclined Mr. Hooker and his 
friends to remove to {ome place more remote from Bofton than 
Newtown. Befides, they alledged, as a reafon for their remov- 
al, that they were ftraitened for room, and thereupon viewed, 
divers places on the fea-coaft, but were not fatisfied with them. 
Three or four perfons, had, fome time before,* travelled weft- 
ward inte the country an hundred miles upon difcovery, un- 
til they ftruck a great river, which afterwards they found to 
be Conneéticut or the frefh river where there were many {pots 
of interval land, and land in other refpects to be defired for 
fettlement. “The Dutch at the Manhados had fome know- 
ledge of this place, and had given intimations of it to the peo- 
ple of new Plimouth with whom they had commerce, but 
Plimouth government kept their intelligence fecrett. Alet- 
ter from Mr. Winflow of New-Plimouth, Sept. 26, 1633, 
‘mentions their having been up the river. They forbad the 
Dutch making any fettlements there, and fet up a trading 
houfe themfelvest. The Boer of ihe Maflachufetts alfo, 
| this 


had protefted againft the choice 3 which fo offended the freemen, that this y year they- 
left him out of the magiftracy, He removed foon after to Connecticut. 


% In the year 1633- Thefe were John Oldham before-mentioned, Samuel Hall 
and others. Hubbard. 


+ The commiffioners of the united colonies, in a declaration againft the Dutch in 
1653, fay, that “ Mr. Winflow, one of the commiffioners for Plimouth, difcovered the 
<< fresh river when the Dutch had neither trading houfe nor any pretence to a foot of 
€§ land there.” \ 8 


t Hubbard. 
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this year 1635, fent a bark round the cape to the Dutch 
governor to acquaint him that the King had granted the river 
and country of Connecticut to his own fubjects, and defired 
him to forbear building any where thereabouts. ‘This river 
Mr. Hooker and his friends pitched upon as the moft likely 
place to accomodate them. The latter end of the laft year 
(1634) they intended to remove, and applied to the court for 
leave*. Of 21 members of the lower houfe, x s were for their 
removal ; but of the magiftrates, the governor and two affit- 
ants only were for it, the deputy governor Mr. Winthrop and 
the reft of the affiftants againft it; but ftill, as the lower houfe 
was fo much more numerous than the upper, the major part 
of the whole court was for it. This divifion was the occafion 
of firft ftarting the queftion about the negative voice. “The 
deputies or reprefentatives infifted that the voice of a major 
part of the affiftants was not necefiary. The affiftants sefufed 
to give up their right, and the bufinefs was at a ftand. The 
whole court agreed to keep a day of humiliation and prayer, 
to feck the divine direGion in all the congregations in the co- 
lony, and to meet again the next weck after. At the opening 
ef the court, Mr. Cotton preached from Hag. II, 4. ** Yet 
now be ftrong O Zerubbabel, faith the Lord, and be ftrong O 
Jofhua the fol of Jofedech the’ high prieft, and be ftrong al] 
ye people of the land, faith the Lord, and work, for I am 
with y6u, faith the Lord of hofts.” His.fermon. was as perti- 
nent to the occafion as his text, and prevailed upon the deputies 


' to give up the point atthat time+. Here was a. crifis, when 


“the 


* It was the general fenfe of the inhabitants, that they were all mutually 
bound to one another by the oath of a freeman as well as the original compact, fo aa 


not to be at liberty to feparate withaut the confent of the whole. 
rm 


© Hubbard, 
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the patricians, if I may fo ftile them, were in danger of lofing 
great part of their weight in the government. It may feem a 
matter of lefs confequence than it would have been, ifthe 
office of affiftant had by charter been hereditary or even for 
life ; but the afiftants,-aided by the elders who had great in- 
fluence with the people, were in a good meafure fecure of their 
places. It was by the fame aid that they now carried the 
point againft the plebeians. ‘There was no occafion for pro- 
digies or other arts of the priefts of old Rome. A judicious 
difcourfe from 2 well chofen text was more rational, and had 


amore lafting effect, 


There were fome circumftances very difcouraging ; parti- 
cularly the neighbourhood of the Dutch on the one fide, and 
fome intelligence received of the defigns of the Pequod* In- 
dians on the other, and of their having killed Capt. Stone and 
his company as he was going up the river ; but they could 
not be fatisfed until they had accomplifhed their intentions 
and obtained the leave of the court. 


t 


_ They met with a new company, which arrived this year, 4 


who purchafed their eftates and fettled at Newtown in their 
itead, with Mr. Shepard for their minifter. They did not 


take their departure until June the next year, and then about , 
an hundred perfgns in the firft company, fome of them had | 
lived in fplendour and delicacy in England, fet out on foot to 


travel an hundred and twenty or thirty miles with their wives 


and children, near a fortnight’s journey, having no pillars but , 


Jacob’s, 


* T fuppofe the chief country of the Pequods to be at or near the mouth of the river 
at Stonington, towards New-London, which js fituated at the mouth of what was 
properly Pequod river. The chief Sachem was called Tatobam, a very ftout fellow. 
Tatobam hated the Englith, and was ever moving the other Indians to join with him 
againft them. Winf, anf. to Gorton. 
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Jacob’s; and:no canopy but the heavens, 2 wildernefs to ce 
through without the leaft cultivation, in moft places no path 
nor any marks to guide them, depending upon the compafs to 
fteer by, many hideous {wamps. and very high mountains, 

befide five or fix: rivers or different parts of the fame winding 
river. (the Chickapi) not every where fordable, which they 
could not avoid. The greateft part of the lands, they were 


‘Going to, were evidently without the juri{dition of the Mafla- 


chufetts ; neverthclefs they took 2 commiffion from the au- 
thority of that colony to govern in Conneéticut. There are 
other inftances, which fhew that th 1ey fuppofed they retained 
fome authority over their inhabitants, even when out of the 


limits of the eolony*. 


The Plimouth people, notwithftanding the French piracy 
in 1632, kept pofleffion of their houfe at Penobfcot, and car- 
ried on trade with the Indians ; butin 1635, Roffillon, com- 
mander of a French fort at eee upon the Nova-Scotia 
fhore, fent a French man of war to Penobfcot, which took 
pofleffion of thetrading houfe and all the goods. TheFrench 


gave their bills for the goods, and fent away all the men. 
The 


* They were reduced to great extremity, the firlt winter 5 their provifions being de- 
tained at the river’s mouth, by the féverity of the weather, the ftream being frozen all 
the way- Some feattered down towards the mouth’of the river, others ventured 
through the woads back to the Bay, one or two of whom perifhed. A few only re- 
mained to look after the cattle, many of which were loft. Hubbard. 


Several authors, and Douglats among the reft, fuppote this fettlement to have been 
began’ by the mote rigid brethren who feparatedsfrom the reft. “I queftion whether 


they had any grounds for their fuppofition. The peculiar tenets of Mr. Vane and Mrs, 


Hatchinfon did not prevail until 1636. Mr. Hooker oppofed them. ‘& A copy of 
Mr, Vane’s expreffions at Roxtury, I defire.to fre 4 and ‘receive by the-next meflenger. 
I have, heard my brother Eliot is come about to this opinion; Ihave writ to him 
about it. I would fain come toa bandy, where I might be a little rude in the bufi- 
nefss for I do as verily believe it to be, falfe, as ido believe any article of my faith to 
be true.” Hooker to Shepard, 
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‘The commander wrote to the governor of Plimouth, that he Nt 
had orders to difplace all the Enelifh as far as Pemaquid, but | 
to thofe weftward he would fhew all courtefy. “The Ph- Hy 





mouth government, who fuppofed they had good right-to, the | 
place, were not willing to put up the injury quietly, and hired i 
a large fhip of fome force, the Hope of Ipfwich in England, 





Girling, commander, to difplace the French. Girling 
was to have two hundred pounds if he effected it. A barque 
with 20 men was fent with him as a tender. . But the French, iy 
having notice of the defign, fortified the place, and Girling t 
having near fpent his ammunition, fent the barque to the | 
Maflachufetts for aid. Two perfons came from Plimouth it 
alfo to treat about it, and the court agreed to affift their neigh- 
bours by a fubfcription among themfelves ; but provifion iH 

. was fo fcarce, that there could not fufficient be had, fuddenly, ii 
to fitout an expedition of an:hundred men cnly ; fo the mat- 
ter was deferred to a further time, and Girling returned, leav- 
ing the French in pofleffion, which they continued until 1654. 





The fituation the colony was in at this time muft have given ! 
them athreatning profpect ; the Frenchon their borders on 
one fide, the Dutchon the other, the Indians in the midft re- 


{trained only by want of union among themfelves from break- 





ing up all fettlements, they being utterly defencelefs. 
§ up » they 12 Mime tak ce 





This year Mr. Winthtop, jun. returned from England, 
whither he had gone the year before, and brought a commif- 
fion,* from the Lord Say and Seal, and Lord Brook,and others 
to be their governor of ‘their plantation at Conneéticut. A 


fort was built at the mouth of the river, known by the name 
Br OOF 


> 


* How-can we accountifor itsthat they fhould imagine they had a right to fettle co- 
__lonies and eftablith what form of government they pleafed ? ten years after,it maight 
"well enough be fuppofed, but this was feveral years before the confufions in England. 
begeay. 
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of Saybrook fort. He brought alfoa number of men with 
arms,amunition and ftores,and two thoufand poundsin money 
to bring forward a fettlement. ‘This commiffion interfered 
with the intended fettlements by the Maflachufetts ; not- 
withftanding that, asa number of the inhabitants of Water- 
town had poffeffed themfelves of a fine piece of meadow at 
Weathersfield below Hartford where Mr. Hooker and his com- 
pany fettled, the agents for the Lords, being well difpofed to 
promote the general good, permitted thefe fettlers quietly to 
enjoy their poileffions. ‘The fortrefs beiow ftruck terror into 
the Indians, and quieted the minds of the Englifh. Plimouth 
was diflatisfied with being thus fupplanted by the Maffachu- 
fetts (the Dorchefter men as I fuppofe having pitched upon 
the fpot where Plimouth had built a trading houfe, and, as 
they alledged, had purchafed the lands of the Indians) and 
‘demanded an hundred pounds or part of the land. ‘There 
was great danger of a.warm contention between the two co- 
lonies, but at length the Dorchefter men made fuch offers of 
fatisfaction that Plimouth accepted them. The Dutch alio 
fent home to Holland for inftructions, intending to maintain 
their claim to the river or the place where they had pofleffion, 
but upon a treaty afterwards with the cOmmiffioners of the 
united colonies, they quitted all claim to all parts of the river, 
refigning it up to the Englifh.* 


Sir Ferdinando Gorges and Cm. Mafon, having been at 
more expence and taken more pains than any other members 
of the grand council of Plimouth, and perceiving no profpect 
of any equivalent return, and fearing from the great ‘clamour 
in the nation againft monopolies, that they fhould e’er long be 





forced to refign up their grand charter, they entered this year 


ee oA, upon 


* Hubbard. pes Sinn ef 
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upon a new project, viz. to procure a general go- 
vernor for the whole country of Netw-England to 
be forthwith fent over, and becanfe the Maffi- 
chufets charter ftood in their way they ende.- 
voured arevocation of it, that fo the whole from 


St. Croix toMaryland might be brought under the 
‘fame form of government. 1 he fettlement of the 
‘Putch at Manhados, which Jay within thofe lie 


mits, both then and at all other times was con- 
fidered by the Englith court as an intrufion as 
indeed it ‘was. * In June, letters were received 
from Lord Say, advifing that petitions had been 
prefered to the King and to the Lords of the 
council, by the Duke of Lenox, Marquis of Ha aie 
ilton and divers other noblemen, together with 
ii Sir 


* In 1609 Henry Hudfon an Enpt'fhman, fiom fome 
mifunderftanding between the EKalt-India company and 
him, engaged in the Datch fervice. On hisreturn fiom 
the ftraip‘its and bay which bear his name, he mad* the 
firft difcovery of Hudfon’s river and went up as far as 
Aurania (Albany) or near toit. The Dutch, a few years 
after, built a {mall houfe or fort there for the fike of 
trade, pretending no title to the country. It has been 


obferved, that the Englifh who came to Néw Plimonth 


intended in 1620 to have fettled there. Neglected by 


‘the Enplifh court, the Dutch began a fettlement foon af- 


ter. It has béen fometimes urged, that the line ef the 
Maffachufets charter which extends to the South Sea or 
until it meets the fettlements of fome other chriflian 
prince or ftate, was fo expreffed, from a particular re- 
gard to this Dutch fettlement, and that a line to extend 


to 
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Sir Ferdinando Gorges and Capt. Mafon, but 
conceived to be the project of Sir F. Gorges only. 
That, to the Lords, was as follows, viz. 


“¢ May it pleafe your Lordbhips, . + 
** WHEREAS it pleafed your Lordfhips to give 


*‘ orders to Sir Ferdinando Gorges to confer with 
6 


n 


fuch as were chicfly interefted in_the planta. 
4 


Nn 


tion of New-England, to refolve whether they 
‘¢ would refign wholly to his Majefty the patent 
‘ of New-England, and to leave to his Majefty 
‘¢ and his council the fole:management of the 


a 
« 


** public affairs, with refervation of every man’s 
6 


n 


right formerly granted ; or whether they 
“* would ftand to the faid patent, and profecute 
«‘ the bufinefs among themfelves, and have the 
« faid patent renewed, with the reformation or 
‘¢ addition 


to the Spanith fettlements was too extravagant to have 
been intended; but the Dutch were never allowed by 
the Englifh to have any title to the country, and at the 
time of pranting the charter, there were ouly a few 
flraplers there. Cromwell and the parliament before 
him confidered them as iutruders, and blamed the Eng- 
Jith colonies that they had not extirpated them- The 
geography of this part of America was lefs underflood 
than it isat prefent. A line to the Spanith fettlements 
was, imagined to be much fhorter than it really was. 
Some of Champlain’s people, in the beginning of the 
aft century, who had been but a few days on a march 
from Quebeck, returned with great joy, fuppofing that 
from the top of ahigh mountain they had difcovered 
the South-Sea, . 
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é¢ addition of fuch things as fhould be found ex- 
“pedient. We whofe names are hereunder- 
<< written, being interefted in that bufinefs, do 
< humbly fubmit to his Majefty’s pleafure to do 
«& therewith ashe pleafeth. But wirhal we hum- 
“ bly defire, that, upon our refignation of our 
«“ {aid patent, his Majefty being to difpofe of the 
*‘ whole country feverally and immediately from 
« himfelf, thofe divifions upon the fea-coatt, 
& that are hereunder defigned, may be inftantly 
é¢ confirmed and beftowed by new grants from 
¢ his Majefty unto us, to be holden of his Majetty, 
« paying the fifih part, &c. and with the privi- 
& lege ofthe faid patent and fuch further royal- 
é€ ties 'as the Lord of Baltimore hath in his patent 
*“ for the country of Maryland ; faving only, that 
«¢ we fhould fubmit ourfelves to the general go- 
‘¢ yernor now prefently to be eftablifhed by his 
« Majefty for the whole country, and after his 
« difecafe or other determination of his office, 
é that then, from the Lerds of his province, there 
© may be an election of three by lot, which faid 
«¢ three perfons fo elected fhail be prefented to 
«¢ the King, that out of the number, one may be 
<< chofeit by his Majefty to faucceed in the place 
“ of the general governor, who fhall, in perfon, 
<¢ or by his fufficient deputy, refide in the coun- 
“try during the {pace of three years only, and fo 
«¢ from three years to-three years another gover 
66 nor to be chofen fircceflively, and the old go- 
«6 wernor to be left out of the lot of choice.” 


THe 
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Tue propofed divifions of the twelve provinces . 
were js follows: The firft, was from St. Croix to 
Pemaquid; the fecond, from: Pemaquid to Saga- 
dehock ;' the third, contained the land between 
the rivers Amarafcoggin and Kennebeck-; the 
fourth, aleng the fea-coaft from Sagadehock to 
Pilcatagna ; the fifth, from Pifcatagua to Naum- 
keak ; the fixth, from Naumkeak, round the fea- 
coaft by Cape Cod, to Narapganfet ; the feventh, 
from Narayanfet to the halfway bound betwixt 
that and Connecticut river, and fo fifty miles pp 
into the country ; the eighth, from the half-way 
bound to Connecticut river, and fo fifty miles in- 
to the country; the ninth,-from Connecticut 
river alony the fea-coaft to Hudfon’s river, and fo 
up thirty miles ; the tenth, from the thirty miles 
end tocrofs up forty miles eaftward ; the eleventh, 
from the weft fide of Hudion’s river thirty miles 
up the country towards the ,oth degree, where 
New-England beginneth ; the twelfth, from the 
end of the 30 miles up the faid river, northward 
thirty miles farther, and from thence to crofsin- 
tothe land forty miles. And out of every one of 
thefe pravinces was S000 acres to be granted to 
¢ertain perfons there named, in lieu of fome form. 
er grants made to each of them. in thofe divifi- 
ons which they were now to furrender, and to 
hold to each man his soce acres in fee of the 
Lord of the province. And the Lord of every one 
of thofe twelve provinces) was to fend the fame 
year ten men, with the general governor, well 


provided. Toall which was added, 


€¢ Ir 
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4¢Tp is humbly defired that your Lordfhips 
would be pleated to order thefe things following 3 


_ 1. THar the patent for the plantation of the 
Maffachufets-Bay may be revoked, and that all 
thefe who have any other grants within any of 
the provinces, whether they have planted or not 
upon any part of the fame, yet they fhall enjoy 
their lands, laying down their jura regalia, ifthey 
had any, and paying fome reafonable acknow- 
ledgement. as freeho!ders to the Lord of the pro- 
vince of whom they are now to take new grants 
ef their faid lands ; and in cafe any of their lands 
fhall be found; having exorbitant bounds, to have 
been unlawfully obtained, they fhall be reduced 
to a leffery proportion, as may be fit for the grant- 


or who is undertaker, under the direction of Sir) 


Ferdinando Gorges. And if the grantee fhall be 


any ways refractory, and refufe to furrender and 


hold anew of the faid Lord of the province, that 
then your Lordfhips will take order by fuch 
courfe, ‘as law will permit; to make void the 
7 i bi 

2, THAT, every, ‘river, which parts two pro- 
winces, fhall equally’ belong half way over to the 


provinces they lie contiguous unto, 
" 


3° TuaT the iflands upon thé fea-coaft, or with. 
in the river of | any province being not here nam. 
ed, fhall belong, to the province they He neareft 


a 


‘unto, 


4. THAT 


w 
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4. Tuat there is offered to your Lordfhips con- 
fideration the building of a city for the feat of the 
governor ; upto. which city forty thoufand acres 
ef land nay be allotted befides the divifiens above 
smentioned. And that every one, whois to have 
any of thefe provinces, fhal] be at the charge of 
fending over with the governor ten men, towards 
the building of the faid city, wherein every fuch 
adventurer fhall not only have his fhare of the 
trade and buildings, but alfo fhall have all other 
fruit of the ten men’s labour fent as aforefaid. 


~MorEOvER, there is-humbly dedicated, to the 
foundation of a church inthe faid city and main- 
tainance of clergymen to ferve in the faid church, 
¥G;066 acres of land near adjoiming to the faid 
€ity.” 


. Tue petition to the King was of this form : 
‘¢ May it pleafe your, Majefty, 

“Iris humbly. defired by the Duke of Lenox, 
© &e, ancient patentees and adventurers in the 
¢¢ plantation of New. England, that forafmnch as 
«¢ they are now prefently to join in the furren- 
*¢ der to your Majefty of the grand patent of their 
«corporation, that your royal Majefty will be 
* gracioufly inclined to’ give order to your attor. 
‘ mney general, to ‘draw feveral. patents of fuch 
«¢ parcels of Jand as by their mutual confent have 
*¢ been allotted to them, and to have the fame 


«¢ patents prepared fit for your royal fignature> 
*¢ with fuch titles, privileges and immunities as 
& have 
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have been heretofore granted, either to them 


é« or to any other by your Majefty or by your late 
x royal father King James of bieffed memory, 
“ with refervations of appeal to the governor 
<< or lieutenant of the territories, in cafes rea- 


« fonable ; that they, knowing their own ins 


nw 


<‘ tereft, may be the better able to plant and go- 


« yvern them to your Majefty’s honor, their par- 
“¢ ticular profit, and their people’s civil govern- 


‘ ment and faithful obedience tothe laws of your 


“ {acred Majefty *.” 
April 6, 1635. 


A copy of fome grant or agreement concerning 


one of the provinces to Capt. Mafon was fent over 


figned Lenox, Hamilton, Arundel and Surry, Car- 
lifle, Stirling, Edward Gorges, Ferd. Gorges. At- 
tefted by Thomas Maydwell, Not. Pub. It has 
been faid, that the Marquis of Hamilton and the 
Earl of Stirling both, obtained the like inftru- 
ments, and it is poffible all the others might al- 
fo. It is not material, at this day, whether they 
did or not. It is certain, that above an handred 
years are paft, and:no poffeffion taken, or improv- 
ments made by them or their affigns in confe- 
quence thereof; and all the territory is either 
included in other grants, fome made before this 
furrender, by the council itfelf, and fome made 
fince by the crown, or has been purchafed of the 
natives, which, if done bona’ fide, fo far as relpects 
the 


® Gorges—Hubbard, 
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the property, has been thought by fome to be the 
beft title. * 


In the year 1636, Mr. Vane was chofen gover: 
nor, Mr. Winthrop deputy governor, and Mr. 
Harlakenden, who came in the fame fhip with 
Mr. Vane, was added to the affiftants.. The peo- 
pie of the colony very early difcovered that they 
were notwithout difpofition to novelty andchange- 
It was riot merely out of policy to encourage 
others, that they took ear ly notice of fuch as came 
over from year to year. Befides this motiv e, they 
were eafily captivated with the appearance only 
of wifdom and piety, profeffions of a regard to li. 


berty and of a ftrong attachment to the public 


intereft. Mr. Haynes, who feemed to ftand moft 
in the way of Mr. Winthrop, had left the colony 
and was fettled at Connedlicut, and Mr. Win- 
throp would have had a good profpect of recover" 
ing his former fhare of the people’s favour, if Mr. 
Vane’s grave, folemn deportment, althouch he was 
not then above 24 or 25 years of age, had not en- 
gaged almoft the whole colony in his favour. 
There 


* Mention is made by Hubbard of a florm, Aug. Ts, 
4635, which by.his defcription was more violent than any 
that has ever happened fince. Many boufes were blown 
down, and many more uncovered, the Indian corn every 
where beat down to the ground fo as not to rife again : 


The tide rofe twenty feet perpendicular. At Narapin- 
fet, the Indians were obliged to betake themfelves to the 
trees, and yet many of them were drowned, the tide oF 
flood returning before the ufual time for it. 
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There was a great friendfhip between, Mr. Cotton 
and him, which feems to have continued to the 
aft. * He had great refpect fhewn him at firft. 
He took more ftate upon him than any governor 
had ever done before. When he went, either to 
eourt or tochurch, four ferjeants walked before 
him. with their halberts. His adminiftration for 
feveral months met with great, applaufe. To- 
wards the. end of the year; the people grew ditt 
contented, He perceived it, and grew weary of 
the government. Receiving letters from) iondon, 
in December, urging his return home, he firft 
communicated them to the eouncil, and then 
¢alled the general court together to afk their 


confent to his quitting the adminiftration. He 
declared to them the neceffity of his departure, 


and fuch of the council, as had feen the letters, 
affirmed that the reafons were very urgent, but 
hot. fit to be imparted to the whole court. The 


court took time until the morning to eonfider; 


when one of the affiftants lamenting the lofs of 


fuch a governor ina time of fuch danger, both 
from French and Indians, the governor burift into 
tears and. profeffed that howfeever the caufes pros 
pounded f for his departure did concern the utter 


ruin of his outward eftate,; yet he would rather | 


have hazarded all than gone from them at fucha 
time, if fomething elfe had not preffed him more, 
I Viz. 


a ae ke pare fh 
a wd oe . . mi . 


* A final hhoufe which lie lived in, at the fide of the 
hill above Queen -ftreet, he gave to .Mr, Cotton, who 


made an addition to it after Mr. Vane BERS away, and 
lived and died there, 
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viz. the inevitable danger of God’s judgments, 
which he feared were’ coming upon them: for 
the differences and diffentions which he faw 
among them, and the fcandalous’ imputation 
brought upon himfelf, as if he fhould be the 
caufe of all, and therefore he thought it was beft 
for him to give place for atime. The court did 
not think fit to confent to his going for fuch rea- 
fons. He found he had gone too far, and recalled 
himfel§ profeffing that the reafons which con- 
cerned his own eftate were fufficient to fatisfy 
him, and therefore defired he might have leave ; ; 
the other paffage flipped from him out of paffion, 
not judgment. Whereupon the court agreed 
that it was neceffary to give way to his depar ture, 
and ordered another meeting of the general 
court to make choice of a governor and deputy 
governor *, and as it was in the midtt of winter 
(15 December) the freemen had liberty to fend 
their votes in writing, if they did not come in pers 
fon. Some of the church of Bofton, loth to part 
With the governor, met together and agreed 
that it was not neceffar y, for the reafons alledged, 
_ that the governor fhould depart, and fent fome 
of their number to fignify as much to the court: 
The governor pretended to be overpowered, and 
expreffed himfelf to be fich an obedient fon of 
the church, that notwith{tanding the licence of 
the court, yet without the confent of the churelz 
he durft. not ® away. A “ereat ‘part of the pec. 


ple, - 


» © Tn cafe the deputy fhould be chole governor as wad 
ae 5 
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ple, who were informed of this tranfaction, de- 
clared their purpofe ftill to continue him ; and 
it was thought advifeable, when the day appoint- 
ed for election came, to adjourn the court to May, 
the time of the annual choice. * Mr. Vane has 
been. charged with as dark diffimulation, a few 
years after, in affairs of vaftly greater importance ; 
particularly, in the manner of giving his teiti- 
mony in the cafe of the Earl of Strafford. 


THERE came. ‘over with Mr. Cotton, or about 
the fame time, Mr. Hutchinfon, and his family, 
who had lived at Alford in the neighbourhood 
of Bofton. Mr. Hutchinfon bad a good eftate 
and was of good reputation. His wife, as Mr. Cot- 
ton fays, ‘ was well beloved, and all the faithful 
embraced her conference and bleffed God for her 
fruitful difcourfes +.” After fhe came to News 
England, fhe was treated with refpect, and much 


notice was taken of her by Mr. Cotton and other 
principal perfons, and particularly by Mr. Vane. 


the governor. Her hufband ferved in the gene- 
ral court, feveral eleétions, as a reprefentative for 
Bofton, until-he was excufed at the defire of the 
church t. So pinches etpe ct feems to have increaf 
ed her natural vanity. Countenanced and en- 
couraged by Mr. Vane and Mr. Cotton, fhe ade 
vanced dogtrines and opinions which involved the 


colony 
* Maff. records—Hubbard. 


+ Anfwer to Bailey. 
~ Mr. William Hutchinfoa was difcharged | from affitt» 
ing atthe particular courts at the expence of the church, 
Mag. Rec. Dee. 1636, : 
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colony in difputes and contentions ; and being fms 
proved, to civil as well as religious purpofes, 
had like to have preduced ruin both te 
church and ftate. The vigilance of fome, “of 
whom Mr. Winthrop was the chief, prevent- 
| ed, and turned the ruin from the country up: 
on herfelf and many of her family and parti- 
cular friends. Mr. Wheelwright, a zealous mink 
fer, of character for learning and piety, was her 
Arother-in-law and firmly attached to her, and 
finally fuffered with her. Befides the meetings 
: for public worthip on the Lord’s day, the ftated 
lecture every Thurfday in Bofton, and other oc. 
cafional lectures in other towns, there were fre- 
quent private meetings of the brethren of the 
churches for religious exercifes. Mrs. Hutchin: * 
fon thought fit tp fet up a mecting of the fifters © 
alfo, where fle repeated the fermons preached 
the Lord’s day before, adding her remarks and 
expofitions. Her lectures made much noife, and 
fixty or eighty principal women attended them. 
At firft, they were generally approved of. After » 
_fome time, it appeared fhe had diftinguifhed the 
smminifters and members of churches through the - 
country ; a fmall part of them under a covenant — 
of grace, the reft under a covenant of works. The 
whole colony was foon divided into two parties; . 4 
and however diftant one party was from the other 
in principle, they were {till more fo in affectien. » 


The two capital errors, with which fhe ‘was. 
charged, were thefe, “ That the Holy Ghoft 
| dwells perfunally in a juftified perfon ; and thag 
5 


nothing 








i 
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sothing of fanctification can help to evidence to 
believers their juftification.” From thefe two, a 
great number of others were {aid to flow, which 
were enumerated and condemned at a fynod held 
the next year. {he minifters of the feveral parts 
of the country, alarmed with thefe things, came 
to Bofton while the general court was fitting, and 
fome time before the governor, Mr. Vane, afked 
his difmiffion. ‘hey confered with Mr. Cotton, 


and Mr. Wheelwright upon thofe two points. 


The laft, they both difclaimed, fo far as to ac- 
knowledge that fanctification did help to evidence 
juftification ; the other, they qualified, at leaft 
by other words ; they held the indwelling of the 


perfon of the Holy Ghoft, but not ftrictly a perfon- 


al union, or as they exprefs it, not a communicat- 


ing of perfonal properties. The governor not on- 


ly held with. Mr. Cotton, but went further or was 
more exprefs, and maintained a perfonal union. 
Mr. Winthrop, the deputy governor, denied both 
and Mr. Wilfon, the other minifter of Bofton, and 
many of the minifters in the country, joined 
with him. Aconference or difputation was deter? 
mined on, which they agreed fhould be managed 
in'writing, as moft likely to tend to the peace of 


the church. When they could not find that the 


{criptures nor the primitive church, for the firft 
300 years, ever ufed the term, pro/opos, or perfon,, 
of the Holy Ghoft, they generally thought it was 


beft it fhould be forborn, as being of human in- 


vention. Upon the other queftion, Mr, Cotton in, 
2 fermen, the day the court met, had acknow-, 
. ledged 


ro 


Asee 
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ledged. that evident fanctification is a ground of 
juftification, and. went on to fay, that in cafes of 
fpiritual defertion; true defire of fandétification 
was found to be fandtification, as divines ufually 
held ; and further, if aman was laid fo flat upon 
the ground, as that he could fee no defires, but 
enly as a bruifed reed did wait at the foot of 
-hrift, yet-here was matter of comfort, for this 
was found to be true fanctification in the root 
and principle of it. Mr. Vane and he both de- . 
nied that any of thefe or any degree of fandificas 
tion could be evident without a coneurrent fight 
of juftification.* The town and country were 
diftrated with thefe fubtleties, and every ma 
and woman who had brains enough to form fome 
imperfect conceptions of them, inferred and main. 
tained fome other points, fuch as thefe ; “ A man 
is juftified before he believes; faith is no caufe o¢ 
juftification ; and if faith be before juftification, 
it is only a paffive faith, an empty veffel, &c. and 
affurance is by immediate revelation only.” The 
fear of God and love of our neighbour feemed to 
be laid by and out of the queftion. All the church 
ef Bofton, except four or five, joined with Mr. 
€otton. Mr. Wilfon, the other minifter, and molt 
of the minifters in the country, anpoted him. 


“To increafe the flame, Mr. Wheelwright 
preached a fermon (Jan. 19) in which, befides 
carrying antinomianifm to the heighth, he made 
ufe of fome expreffions which were laid hold of 
by the court as tending to fedition ; for which he 

| ‘aetthe was - 
® Hobbard, Pg. 
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was fent for and examined whilft Mr.’Vane waa i] 
in office, but a full enquiry and determination 
was fufpended until a i Ae eg time. 

' Waist. thefe contentions were e thus inpreatue 
within, the Pequods, the moft warlike of all the iy 


Indians, were plotting deftruction from without, | 
After Stone and his company were murdered they iN 
: | 

| 

| 





fent meffengers to Bofton to make peace, pretends 
ing that the murder was committed by a few bad 
fellows who had fled to the Dutch. Their ame 
baffadors were courteoufly treated, and the terms | | 
of peace were agreed on. In confidence of their | 
fidelity, John Oldham, of whom mention has Hi 
been made before, went in a fmall bark to trade 
with the Indians at Block land. They murdere 
ed him, but {pared two boys and two Naraganfet 
Indians who were of his. company. The murder- 
ers were difcovered by the crew of a fmall veffels 
ene Gallop matter fiom Connecticut, which haps 
ened to come upon them, foon after the, fact, 
Gallop had with him only one man and two boys, 
and no arms except two mutkets and two piftols, 
Although the deck was full of Indians whohad | 
guns, f{words, &c. yet, as, they: were then not 
much ufed to ‘them, they made but little refift- 
| ance, and when he boarded the veffel they jump 
éd into the fea, and many of them were drowned. 
He found Oldham’s body not cold, his brains beat 
out and his limbs hacked off. Block Ifland was 
under the Naraganfet Indians, but they denied 
their 5 Haxing any concern in the murder. The 
murderers 
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murderers were fheltered and protected by the 
Pequods, who at the fame time furprized divers 
Englifh in Connecticut river. Thefe proceedings 
ceaufed the Maffachufets to fend fourfcorce men, 
by water, under Captain Endicot, who had in- 
f{tructions to offer peace to the Indians upon thei? 
delivering up the murderers ; if they refufed to 
do it, then to attack them. A great number of 


‘them entered into fome fort of parley by a mef- 


fenger and interpreter, keeping at a oreat dif . 
tance themfelves ; but, affoon as they knew the 
terms, they fled into the woods. Winter was ap- 
proaching, and Mr. Endicot thought it advifeable 
to return home.in order to prepare for a more ge- 
neral attack the next fummer. There were fome 
fevere reflections caft upon him for not purfuing’ 
the enemy at that time. The Pequods, in the 
winter, attempted an union with the Naraganfets. 
There had been a fixed inveterate enmity be- 
tween the two tribes, but on this occafion the Pe- 
quods were willing to {mother it, their enmity 
againft the Englifh being the ftrongeft of the two; 
and although they had never heard the ftory of 
Polypheme and Ulyffes, yet they artfully urged 


that the Englifh were come to difpoffefs them of 


their country, and that all the Naraganfets could 
hope for from their friendfhip, was, the favour of 
being the laft devoured ; whereas, if the Indians 
‘would unite, they might eafily deftroy the Eng: 
lifh, or force them to leave the country, without 


being expofed themfelves to any hazard. ‘They 


eed not come to open battles: Firing their houfes, 
killing: 
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killing their cattle, and lying in wait for them as 
they went abouttheir ordinary, bufinefi, would foon 
deprive thei of all means of fubfitting. But the 
Naraganfets* preferred the prefent pleafure of 
yevenge upon their mortal enemies, to the juture 
happinefs of themfelves and their pofterity. f 

| They are faid to have wavered at firft, but at 
| length Myantinomo, their chief fachem, with 20 Hy 
attendants went to Bofton, where all the magif- | 
trates and niinifters were called together to re- | 
‘ceive them, and a guard of 20 mufketeers fent to | 
Roxbary, to attend them: ‘They propofed to joim | 

—in war againft the Pequods, and that neither 
Englifh. nor Indians fhould make peace with. | 
‘them but utterly deftroy them. The governor, P| 

for form fake, took time, until the next morning 

to give them an anfwer, and then the following 





articles were agteed to. 
1; A FIRM and perpetual peace betwixt them . | 
‘and the Englifh. — i 


2.. NEITHER party to make peace with the Pe- 
_quods without the confent of the other. 





| 39, TuaT the ‘Naraganfets fhould not harbour 








nap? Pequods. 


we THA 4 ae fhould put to death or deliver up ii 
K any ’ Vy 


# The ‘Naraganfet fechem, and Uncas, fachem of the 
/ "Meheges, : fent to the Enplith and offered their ‘fervice to 
) join with them againft the Pequods. Winflow's anfwer 
3 to Gorton. 

+ M.S, Journal. 
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any murderers of the Englith. 


5. THat they fhould return fugitive fervants. 


6. Tue Englith to give them notice when to ge 
out againft the Pequods, and the Naraganfets to 
furnifh guides. 


7. FRER trade to be carried on between the 
parties. 


8 Nong of the Naraganfets to come near the 
Englith plantation, during the war with the Pe« 
quods, without fome Rg heines or Indian known 
to the Englifh. 


CusHaMaguin, a fachem of the Maffachufets 
Indians, alfo became a party to the treaty. | 


INDIAN fidelity is proverbial in New-England, 
as Punick was in Rome. The Naraganfets are 
faid to have kept to the treaty until the Pequods 


were deftroyed, and then ‘ca grew infolent and 
treacheroais. 


Towarps the end of the year religious heats 
‘became more violent, and the civil affairs more 
fenfibly affected by them. The people of Bofton 
in general, were in favour of Mr. Vane the ger 
vernor, the reft of the towns, in general, for Mr. 
Winthrop the deputy governor. At a feffiors of 
| the court in March, it was moved that the court 
of elections for 1637 fhould not be held in Bofton, | 
but in Newtown. (Cambridge) Nothing could be 
more mortifying to the governor, and as he could | 
Ret: 
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‘ywt hinder the vote by a negative, he refufed to 
put the queftion, Mr, Winthrop the deputy go- 
vernor, as he lived in Bofton, excufed him(elf, 
and the court required Mr. Endicot one of the 


affiftants to doit. Jt was carried for the removal. — 


THE more immediate oceafion of the court’s re- 
fentment againft Boften, wasa petition figned by 


a great number of the principal inhahitants of 


that town, together with fome belonging ta other 
towns, judging and condemning the court. for 
their proceedings againft Mr. Wheelwright. At 
this feffion, Mr. Wang the governor eould not pre- 
vent acenfure upon one Stephen Green{mith, for 
faying that all the minifters exeept Mr. Cotton, 
Mr. Wheelwright, and he theught Mr. Hooker 
preached acovenant of works. He was required. 
to make an acknowledgment to the fatisfaction 
ef the magiftrates and minifters, was fined forty 
pounds, fo ean 


Ar the opening the court of election for 1637, 
which was not done until one a clock. (May 17th) 
a petition was again offered, from many of the. 
town of Bofton, which the governor, Mr. Vance,‘ 
“would have had read, but Mr. Winthrep the de- 
puty governor oppofed it as being out of order ¢ 
this being the day, by charter for elections, and, 
the inhabitants all eonvened for that purpofe, if. 
ether bufinefs was allowed to take up the time. 
the elections would be prevented ; after the. 


® Mafl. Records, 
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were over, the petition might he read. The. 
governor, and _thofe of his party would not 
proceed unlefs the petition -was read. ‘he time 
being far {pent, and many perfons calling for elec- 
tion +, the deputy governor called to rhe people 
to divide, and the greater number fhould carry 


it ; whieh was done, and the majority was for 


proceeding. Still the governor refufed, until the 
deputy governor told him they would go on with- 
eut him. This caufed him to fubmit. Mr. Win- 
throp was chefen governor, Mr. Dudley deputy 
governor, Mr. Saltonftall, fon of Sir Richard, and 
Mr. Stoughton new afifiants ; and Mr. Vane and 
his friends of the fame perfuafion, Dummer, 
Haugh and Coddington, left out of the magiftracy. 
There was great danger of a violent tumult that 
day. The fpeeches on both fides were fierce, and 
they began to lay hands on one another, but the 


mnianifeft majority, on one fide, was a reftraint to’ 


tlfe other. + Bofton waited the event of this elece 
tion 


* Mr. Wilfon, the minifter, in his zea] gat up upon 
the bough of a tree (it was het weather, and the elections 
like that of parliament men for the counties in England, 
was carried on in the field) and there made a fpeech, 
advifing the people to look to their charter and to con- 
fider the prefent work of the day, which was defigned 
forthe chufing the governor, deputy governor and the 
yeft of the affiilants for the povernment of the common- 


wealth. “His fpeech was well received by the people, who 
prefently called out, election, election, which turned the 
feale. M.S. Life of F. Wilfon. as 

+ Hubbard—Mafl. Records. 
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tion of this election of magiftrates, before they 
would chufe their reprefentatives for the other 
bufinefs of the general court, and the next morn- 
ing they chofe “Mr. Vane, the late governor; Mr. 


Coddington and Mr. Haugh. This election of 
Bofton was immediately determined, by the court 


to be undue. The reafon is not affigned in the 


record, but it is faid, * this reafon was given, that 
all the freemen were not notified, A warrant 
ifued for a new choice, and Bofton returned the 
fame men again, and then they were not rejected. 
The ferjeants, who ufed to attend Mr. Wane, laid 
down their halberds and went home as foon as 
the new governor was elected +, and they refufed 
‘to attend him to and from the meetings on the 
Lord’s day as had been ufual. They pretended, 


. this extraordinary refpect was fhewn to Mr. Vane 


as a perfor of quality. The court would have ap- 
pointed others, bat Mr. Wiythrop took two of his 


_ own fervants to attend him. Mr. Vane profeffed 


himéfelf ready to ferve the caufe of God in the 
meaneft capacity. He was notwithftanding much 
mortified, and difcovered his refentment. > 
though he had fat at church among the mapil- 
trates from his firft arrival, yet he, and thofe whe 
had been left out with him, placed themfelves 
with the deacons, and when he was invited by 


the governor to return to his place, he refufed it, 


ot 


- * Hubbard, 


2} The military companies elefied their officers, other- 
wife the court would undoubtedly have appointed other’ 
ferjeants. . head 
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AN extraerdinary act, made by the general court 
this feflion, Nery much heightened the difcontent. 
Many per: ons of the favourite opinions in Bofton 
Were expected from England 3 @ penalty theres 
fore was Jaid on all perfons who fhould entertain 


in their houfes, any ftranger who came with in- 


tent to refide, or fhauld allow the ule of any lot 
or habitation above three weeks, without liberty 
from one of the ftanding council or two other afs 
fittants. The penalty on private perfons was for- 
ty pounds, and twenty pounds befides for every 
month they continued in the offence. And any 
town, which gave or {old a Jot to fuch ftrangers 
was fubject to rool. penalty, but if any inhabitant 
of fuch town fhould enter his diffent with a ma> 
giftrate, he was to be excufed his part of the fine. * 
"Shis was a very fevere order, and was fo difliked, 
by the people of Boftgn, that upon the governor’s 
return from court they all refufed to go out to 
racet him er fhew him any refpect. + Mr. Win- 
throp, however firm and refolute in the executiy 
on of his office and {teady to his principles, yet in 
private life behaved with much moderation. He. 
was obliging and cendefcending to all, and by 
this — 


* Maff. Records, 

+ Mr. Cotton was fo diffatisfied with this law, that 
he fays, he intended to have removed out of the jurif- 
diction to Quinnipiaek, fince called New-Haven ; but 
finding the law was not improved to exclude {uch per- 
fons as he feared it would be, he altered his mind. Mf 
wor te Baily. 
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this means, in a’ fhort time, recovered their affee- 
tions and was in greater efteem thanever. In- 
deed, while Bofton thus flighted him, the other 
towns increafed their reipect ; and in travellings 
the fame fummer, to Ipfwich, he was guarded 


‘from town to town with more whee A than he 
defired. * | | 


Mr. Vane, in company with Lord Leigh, fon of 


the Earl of Marlborough, who came to fee the 
eountry, failed for England the beginning of Au- 
guft, where he had a much larger field opened. 
The nation at that time was difpofed to receive 
very favourably, men of his genius and catt of his 
mind. The fhare he had in the revolution there, 
and his unhappy fate upon the reftoration of 
King Charles the fecond, are too well known ta 
need any notice here. He came into New-Eng- 
land under peculiar advantages. His father was 
one of the privy council. He himfelf had the 
friendfhip of the Lord Say and Seal, who was in 
the higheft efteem in the colony. He made great 
profeffions of religion, and conformed to the pé- 
euliar fcruples of that day. I have feena long 
letter wrote to. him while he was on fhip-board, 
‘by one of the paffengers in the fame fhip, ap« 
plauding him for honouring God fo far as to 
_ thorten his hair upon his arriving in England from 
France, and urging a compleat reformation by 
bringing it to its primitive length and form. It 
‘was with much ee he. could obtain his fa- 
ies Rts i ther’ s 


o Hubbard, 
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ther’s confent to- come over, but his inclination 
was fo ftrong, that, at length, he had leave of ab- 
ferice for three years. It is faid, that the King: be- 
ing acquainted with Mr. Vane’s difpofition, com- 
manded the father, .who had no great affection 
for the religion of New-Evgland, to gratify him. * 

However this may have been, it was believed im 
New- England to be true, and, with the other cir- 
eumiftances mentioned, ‘tr ongly recommended 
him. Part of his bufinefS was the fettlerment of 
Connecticut, in conjunction with Mr. Winthrop 


the governor’s fon, as agents for Lord Say and 


Seal, and Lord Brooke, &c.}+ The moft valuable 


5 de for townfhips had ine taken up before, by 


People from the Maffachulets, as we have already 
obferved ; and the agents, not being willing to 


difturb them, contented themfelves, at prefent, 
with the poffeflion of the mouth of the river, and 


. Mr. 
* Hubbard. . | 

+ The Earl of Warwick obtained 4 prant of the fea 
eoaft, from Naraganfet river to the fouth- weft 4o leagues, 
to keep the breadth tothe fouth fea. This he afligued> 
in 163t, to Lord Say and Seal, Lord Brooke, Lord Rich, 


‘Charles Fieanes, Sir Nathaniel Rich, Sir Richard Selon. 


ftall, Richard Knightly, Johm Pym, John. Hampden, 


John Humfrey, and Herbert Pelham, Efq; Thefe, with | 
their affociates,are the noblemen and gentlemen ofte a 


mentioned in private letters to be expected over every 


‘year ; ; and Mr. Fenwick kept poffeffions, and would not 
fuffer fettlements, until affairs in England had takers 


fach a turn, that perfons of their character had no eeca- 
fion for an afylum, 
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Mr. Vane was ftopped, by the general defire of 
the colony, in order to his being elected gover- 
nor. The adminiftration of a young and unex- 
perienced, but obftinate and. felf-fufficient, gover- 
nor, could not but be difliked by the major part 
of the people ; and, at the next election, they not 
unly would not fo much as chufe him an affiftant, 
but miade an order, that no man for the time to 
eome fhould be qualified for the place of governor, 
until he had beer, at leaft, one whole year in 
the country ¢. A letter wrote from New-Eng- 
land, fhews the fenfe they had of him after they 
had made trial. “ Mr. Vane, coming from Enga 
« larid a young gentleman, was prefently elected 
¢ governor, and before he was half warm in his 
‘¢ feat, to fhow his fpirit, began to broach new 
¢¢ tenets drawn from the lees of one Mr. Wheel- 
« wright, agitated with fuch violence, as if they 
4‘ had been matters of that confequence that the 
€¢ peace and welfare of New-England mutt be fa- 
* crificed, rather than they fhould not take 


*‘ place. Divifions are always dangerous, never 


‘* fafe, never more dangerous than in a new fet. 
*¢ tled government. Yet this man, altogether ig- 
notant of the art of government, thinks it no® 
« enough to fet the houfe on fire, but muft add 
“ oil to the flame, and fo far had the bandying 
‘of thefe things proceeded, that it was of God’s 
“ great mercy it ended not in our deftruction. I¢ 
4 ig fit that fomething fhould be faid of the mam 
L <¢ that 

® 1 do not find this order in the records. It is mentig 
tied by Mr. Hubbard, whe was them on the fpot. 
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¢¢ that put us into thisdanger. Truly, by his af 
‘¢ nect you would judge him a good man. Yet { 
‘“‘ am perfuaded he hath kindled thofe fparks 
“* among us, which many ages will not be able te 
** extinguifh. But the wifdom of the ftate put 2 
** period to his government before he had run 
«‘ out his circuit. They were neceflitated to un* 
** do the work of their own hands, and leave a 


*¢ blemifh upon that rafh undertaking, for pofteri- 


“€ ty to defcant upon, and a caveat to us, that all 


“men are not fit for government, and none fo 
s* dangerous, when he is up, as one that makes 
“ his affection his rule. But this difgrace took 
** fo deep an impreffion, that partly from a fenfe 
** of it, and partly frem a confcioufnefs how ill he 
« had deferved of us through his heat of indif- 
** cretion, he exchanged New-England for Old.” 
Lord Say and Seal, {peaking of him, after his ar- 
-¥ival in England, in a letter to Mr. Cotton, fays, 
® «« For the young man, Mr. Vane, whom your love 
** followeth, and it is well it doth fo, for he may be 


‘ © yecovered, 1 have not been wanting to do my 


6. endeavour to fhew him the danger of his way? 


and what hath been the fad iffue thereof in 
others ; from whence I think it cometh, and 
whether Satan’s aim is to drive it, as might have 


€¢ 
€é 


$6 


¢* appeared to you by my Ietters, written to him 


»“ unto New-England, when I firft perceived his 


_..  delufions, if he had thewn my letters to you. £ 


** fhail be glad to do my beft to that end ftill ; but 


ge 


~ 


i have not. that frequent converfe with his 
** family, now, as heretofore, whereof there are 
“ the | 
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% the moft in Holland, and the reft will fhortly be 
there alfo *? 


Tue party in New-England loft their head. 
Mrs. Hutchinfon, notwithftanding, continued her 


~ 


lectures. 


* After all that has been iaid to the difadvantage of 
Mr. Vane’s character, it ought to be remembred to his 
honour, that notwithftanding the flights put upon him 
by the colony, he fhewed a truly ehriflian fpirit of for- 
givenefs ; for when, in the year 1644, an attachment 
was made of the effects of alderman Berkley of London, 
in the Maffuehufets colony, at the fuit of the La Tour, 
and judgment given for 2000/. fterling, and no appeal 
admitted, a heavy cemplaint was made againf{ the go- 
yernment, and they were threatned with the lofs of thei 
privileges, Sir H. Vine flood their friend, and, by his 
great intereft with the parliament, appeafed their re- 
fentment, and laid the ftorm whieh was gathering and 
hung overthem. M.S. Letter. 


The author of the life and death of Sir Henry Vane, 
printed in 1663, fays ———~‘* That it was faggefted by. 
the bifhops to the then King concerning him, that the 
heir of a confiderable family about his Majefty was grown 
into diflike of the difcipline and ceremonies of the 





ehurch of Eagland, and that his Majefty might do well 
totake fome courfe about him. On this, the then bi-~ 
fhop of London took him to tafk, who feemed to handig 
him gently in the conference, but concluded hai fly 
enough agsinft him in the clofe. In fine, freing him. 
felf on all hands in an evil cafe, he refolved for New. 
England, In order te this, firiking in with fome nox, 
genformiks 
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Jectures. The court, for the prefent, took no nes 
tice of her conduct, nor of any erroncous opinix 
ens, hut waited the determination ef the churches 
in a general council; accordingly a fynod was 
appointed to be held at Newtown, the 3cth of Au- 
guft, where were prefent, not only the minifters, 
and 


eonformifts whieh intended that way, ‘his honourable 
birth, long hair, amd other ci:cumftances of his perfon, 
rendered his fellow travellers jealous of him as a {py to 
betray their liberty rather than any way like to advan: 
tage their defign. But he, that they thought at firft 
fight to have too little of Chrift for their company, did 
feon after appear to have too much for them. Fer he 
had not been long in New-England, but he ripened into 
more knowledge and experience of Chrift, than the 
churches there could bear the teflimony of. Even New- 
Englind could not bear all his words, though there was 
mo King’s court or King’s shapel. Then he returned 
for Old England.” | 


The following letter was wrote, by a perfon of qualt- 
ty, to a near relatien of Sir Henry Vane, about @ 
week after bis execution. . 


6 Madam, 
IF I do, later than others, give you an account of the 
fhare 1 have ia the lofs of your generous kinfman, itis 


’ beeaufe I would not rudely difturb the motions of fo jut 


a forrow ; but I hope that you are affured I have fo real 

aconcern in all that relates to you, that jt was not ne, 

eeflary, by an early hafte, to fend you an information of 

*t. Lhave, Madam, whilll I ewn a love to my country, 
: a deep 
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and meffengers of churches, but the magiftrates } 
alfo, who, Mr. Weld fays, (f fuppofe he was 2 | 
member) were not only hearers but fpeakers alfo i 
as they thought fit. Mr, Cotton, although at the | ; 

| head of the minifters, was too much a party to be | 
proper for a moderator, and Mr. Hooker and Mrs | 
Bulkley were chofen. Three weeks were fpent 
in difputing, pro and com, and at length above 
fourfcore points or opinions, faid to have been 
maintained by fome or other in the country, were 
condemned as erroneous, and the refult was fign- a | 
ed by all the members but Mr, Cotton. He had | 
| expreffed | 


a deep intereft in the public lofs which fo many worthy 
perfons lament. The world is robbed of an unparallell-, | 
» @d example of virtue and piety. His great abilities 
made his enemies perfuade themfelves, that all the ree } 
volutions in the laft age were wrought by his influeneg, . 
as if the wor'd was moved only by his engine. In him | | 
they lodged all the dying hopes of the party. There 
was no opportunity that he didnot improve for the advans 
tage of his country. And when he was in his laft and 
much deplored ftate, he {trove te make the people ia : 
| Jove with that freedom they had {9 foolifhly and Javifh< 
| ly thrown away.- _—He was great in all his actions, 
| but to me he f-emed greatefl in his fuflerings, when his 
enemies feery4d to fear that he alone fhould be able 
to acquaint them with a change of fortune. Ia 


















his loweft condition, you have feen him the terror of 2 

great prince, fren gthened by many potent confederates 

and armies. You have {een him live in high eflimation 

gad honour, and eertainly he died with it, Men arriv® 
ak 
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expreffed his diflike of moft of them, but dee 
elined donitiutld them all, mai intaining, that 
union to Chrift preceded faith in him, but at the 
fame time declared, thatthe other new opinions 
were heretical, abfurd, and fome of them blaf 
phemous, and promifcd to bear teftimony againft 
thera. * This genera agreement {truck a damp 
upon the opinionifts, and gave further life and 
vigor to the other party. Mr. Hooker at firft dift 
=pproved of de termining the points in controver: 
fy by afynod. He writes to Mr. Shepard of New- 
town, April 8, 1636, Se fhould be 37). ‘‘ For your 
“* general 


at henours by feveral ways. The martyrs, though they 
wanted the glittering crowns, the princes of thefe ages 
difpented, have rich ones in every juft man’s efteem.---+ 
Virtue, though unfortunate, thines in fpite ef all its ene- 
mies, nor is it in any power to deface thefe lafting 
menhuments your friend hath raifed, of his, in every 
heart that either knew him er held any intelligence 
With his fame. ‘But, madam, I trefpafS too long upon 
Your patience. This is a fubje& Lam apt to dw sell on, 
beciufe T can never fay enough of it. I fhall now enly 
defire you to make ufé of that fortitude and virtue that 
raifed your friend above the pewer and malice of his 
enemies, and do not, by an immoderate forrow, deftroy’ 
that which was fo dear to him, yourtelf, but live the lives. 
Iy reprefontation of his virtue, the exercife of whieh 
hath made you always the admiration of 
Your humble fervant, &c.’* 
The 21% ef June 1662. 
Life of Sir H, Vain, 


hd Hubbard—Johnion, 
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general fyned, I cannot yet fee either how'res. 
fonable or how fuitable it will. be for your turm 
for the fe‘tling and eftablifhing the truth im 
that honourable way as were to be defired. 
My ground is this. They will be chief agents 
in the fynod who arc chief parties in the caufe, 
and for them only, who are prejudiced in the 
conitroverfy, to pafs fentence againft caufe or 
perfon, how improper ! how unprofitable! My 


-prefent thoughts run thus: That fauch conclu- 


fions which are moft extra, moft erroneous, and 
crofs to the common current, fend them over 
to the godly learned to judge in our’own coun- 
try, and return their apprehenfions. I fup- 
pofe the iffue will be more uncontroulable. If 
any fhould fuggeft this was the way to make 
the clamour too great and loud, and to bring 
a prejudice upon the plantations, I fhould foom 
anfwer, there is nothing done in corners here 
but itis openly there related, and in fuch no- 
torious cafes, which cannot be kept fecret, the 
moft plain and naked relation ever caufeth the 
truth moft to appear, and prevents all ground« 
lefs and needlefs jealoufies, whereby men are 
apt to make things more and worfe than they 
are.” 


ALTHOUGH two of the elders were the modera 


tors, or prolocutors of the aflembly, yet Mr. Wine 
throp feems to have had a controuling power? 


An anonymous writer of a manufcript, fent from 
New-England the fame year; gives this account of 


it. 
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“ The fynod being met, much time is fpent 
in ventilation and emptying of private paffions 3 
at length, divers truths are concluded upon, as 
the nature of grace and faith, the neceffity of 
repentance and good works, the perfection of 
the f{criptures, and like truths of common allay 
were affented unto by common fuffrage : But 
when they came to the nature of the covenants 
the qualifications preceeding it, the ufe of it, the 
feal of the fpirit, the Helenes for which they 
ftrive, there they were as different as ever, re- 
folved in nothing but this, that no one would 
be refolved by another ; but therein was the 
wifdom and excellent fpirit of the governor 
feen, filencing paffionate and impertinent 
{peeches as another Conftantine, defiring the 
divine oracles might be heard fpeak, and exprefs 
their own meaning, adjourning the affembly 
when he faw heat and paffion, fo that, throug 
the blefling of God, the affembly is diffolved, 
and jarring, diffonant opinions, if not reconciled; 
yet are covered ; and they who came together 
with minds exaf{perated, by this means, depart 
im peace, and promife, by a mutual covenant 
that no difference in opinion fhall alienate 
their affections any more, but that they will 
refer doubts to be refolved, by the great God, 
at that great day when we fhall appear at hig 
tribunal.” The fynod being thus over, the 


minds of the people were prepared for a further 


> 


proceeding 





MASSACMNUSETTS-BAY. 8» | 


proceeding again{t the opinionifts. * The court 
at their feflions, the 2d of November, took notice | 
of the petition, prefented and called feditious, in 
' March preceeding.. ihey expelled two of their | 
own members, Afpinwall and Coggefhall, one for — 
figning and the other for juftifying it, and fent | 
: &@ warrant to the town of Bofton to return two | 
ether deputies in their room. ‘The town agreed | 
| to fend. them back, but Mr. Cotton hearing of its 
went te the meeting and prevented it; and they 
chofe two. others, one of which had figned the ! 
petition, and was therefore difmiffed. + The : . | 
court then fent for Mr. Wheelwright, and requir- 
ing of him an acknowledgement of his offence, he 
refuted it and juftified his conduct ; but the coure 
| _ refolved, that it tended to difturb the civil peace, 
disfranchifed and banifhed him, allowing 14 days 
‘ to fettle his affairs, &c. t 








i 
. 

| 

q 

| 

HY 
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Mas. Huatchinfon was next called to her trial, 
before the whole court and many of the elders. 
An ancient manuicript, of the trial at large, hav- 

‘ing been preferved, difeovers nothing im her con- 

du but what might naturally be expected from: 

| a high degree of enthufiafin. Her notions of re- 

velations do not feem to have been altogether dit 
, : M coun- 





* This fpiritual eourt did not pronounce particular 
perfons to be hereticks, but it determined what was 
herefy, and made the way plain forthe secular power te 
pracecd, . hr | | 
| My Habbird, 

, $ Mall. Records. The 
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countenanced by Mr. Cotton himfelf. Her fer» 
tence upon record ftands thus: “ Mrs. Hutchin- 
“ fon, the wife of Mr. William Hutchinfon, be-« 
& ing convented for traducing the mini fters and 
« their miniftry in the country, flre declared vo+ 
«¢ luntarily her revelations, and that fhe fhould 
“‘ be delivered and the court ruined with their 
“ pofterity, and thereupon was banifhed ; and, 
¢¢ in the mean while, was committed to Mr. Jofeph 
«© Weld (of Roxbury) until the court firall difpofe 
«¢ of her.” Having received her fentence from the 
court, fhe had a further trial to go through in the 
church. She was firftadmonifhed. Mr. Cotton 
fays, that Mr. Davenport and he imagined they 
had convinced her of her errors, and fhe prefent- 
ed what was call.d a recantation under her hands 
but at the fame time profeffed that fhe never was 
of any other judgment than what fhe now held 
forth. The recantation is not preferved. She 
had, no doubt, fome fine fpun diftin@tions, toe 
commoniy made ufe of in theological controver- 
fies, to ferve as a fubterfuge, if there be occafion; * 
and perhaps, as many other enthufiafts have done, 
fhe confidered herfelf divinely commiffioned for 
fome great purpefe, to obtain which, fhe might 
think 


a 


#* Mr. Cotten, in a letter to Mr. Stone at Hartford fays, 
s¢ Mrs, Hutehinfon, of whom you fpeak, though fhe 
6 pnbliekly revoked the’errors, yet affirming hes judg’ 
<¢ ment was never otherwife, though her expreflions\werg 
¢¢ centrary, fhe was excommunicated by the whole 
«¢ chureh, sem. eon. Some other of the members, that 


‘. jeined with her, were gone away béfore,” kc. 
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“shink thofe windings, fubtleties and infinuations 


lawful, which will hardly confit with therul-sef 
morality. No wonder fhe was immoderately vain, 
when fhe found magiftrates and minifters embrac- 


ing the novelties advanced by her. the whole — 


ghurch of Bofton, a few members excepted, were. 
her converts. At length, fhe forfook the public 
affemblies, and fet up what fhe called a purer 
worfhip in her own family. It is not probable 
fhe was encouraged herein by Mr. Vane, who, 
fome years after, fell into the fame practice in 
England. Mr. Hooker, who had been cuarged by 
her with want of foundnefs in the faith, in re. 
turn expreffes himfelf with fome acrimony conr 
cerning her. “ The expreffion of providence 
* againft this wretched woman hath proceeded 


~ 


¢ from the Lord’s miraculous mercy, and his bare 
*“ arm hath been difcovered therein from firf{t to 
* Jatt, that all the churches may hear and fear. 


“& Ido believe, fuch a heap of hideous errors, at 
~ 6 once to be vented by fuch a felf-deluding and 


& deluded creature, no hiftory can record 5 and 


6 yet, after recantation of all, to be caft out as un. 
“ favory falt that fhe may not continue a peft to | 


« the place, that will be for ever marvellous im 
& the eyes of all the faints, It will not get out of 
«my mind and heart but there is a myttery in 
« the clofure and up-fhot of this bufinefs ; but he, 
« that carries the wifdom of the crafty headlong, 
“ isable to lay epen that alfo in his feafon. At 


n 


“@ the firft reading of your relation [ could not bu, 


& falped fe much, may ke it is but my melan, 
« gholieh 












) 
) 
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« cholick fufpicion, but thefe three things pres 
*¢ fented themfelves, in open view, to my mind, 
6¢ 7, That it was never intended fhe fhouid be ex- 
* communicated. 2. That her recantation was. 
‘6 UL with fo much refervation, as finks the 
‘* mind of fuch who would have ‘made way for 
“¢ her ef{cape, viz. That our election is firft evi- 
** denced. 3. That this conceit isa neitege to 


“* breed and bring in many other falfe. imagina- 


4 tions, ifit be ftretched to is hreadth. Add-al- 


6 {% hereto, that there isno odds from herfelf but 
“‘ only in fome expreffions and mifprifions thar 
*¢ way, asfhe would have men think, and then 
*¢ you have the whole caufle, where it was con, 
** ceived ina narrowercompats and underacouble 
* vizard, that the appearance of it may fuit every 


« purpofe as the occafion fits.” 
A 


: 


Mr. Hutchinfon, her hufband, fold his eftate 
and removed, with his wife and family, fir{t to 
Aquidneck * (Rhode-Iffand) being one of, the 
purchafers of that Mland from the Indians, 
where, by the influence of his wife +, the peo, 
ple laid afide Mr. Coddington and three other 
magiftrates, and chofe him f¢r their fle ruler, 
but he. dying, about the.year 1642, and fhe being: 
diffatisfied with the people or place, removed ta 
the Dutch country beyond New-Haven ; and the 

mext 


' * Canonicus, chief Sachem of Naraganfet and Niantic, 
fold the ifland to William Ceddington and his affoeiatess 
March 29,16,7. M.S. 

} Hubbard. 
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next year, fhe and all of her family which were 
wih her, being 16 perfons, were killed by the 
Indians, except one daughter whom tie¢y carried 
into captivity * 


® Fer the filfhood of her declaration fhe was exeomie 
faunicated. Seme writers mention the manner ef her 
death, as being a remarkable judgment ef God for her 
herefies. Her partizans eharged the guili of che, nure 
der upon the colony. Mr. Weld fays, the was delivered 
ef 2s many unformed fetufes at a birth as fhe maintain: 
ed errers, and that anether adtiefS was dlivered of & 
tmioufter, amd chat all the women were {-ized with a vios 
lent vomiting and purging ; ftories, as credible as that 


of the Flanders Countefs, who is f.id to have as many 


chiidren at a birth, as there are days in the year. 


The author ofa little tract, publithed in 1676, under 
the title of «A Glafs for the People of New- -Eugland,’ by 
S.G (it feems by the language and the malevolent fpirit 
to be Samu>l Gorton) fays,‘‘ The next piece of wiekednefs 
I am to mind you of, is your barbarous adtion committed 
againtt Mrs.. Ann Hutehinfon, whom you Ai ft imprifon- 
edj them baniihed, and fo expoled her te that defolate 
cendition that fhe fell isto the hands of the Indians, whe 
murdered her aud her famiiy except one child ; and. 
afier that, mde a notorious lie om the deftroyed wo, 
man, which Semucl Clark, prieft ef Lendon, taking the 
lie out of his brother Weld’s thort tery » Tauft reed 5. put. 
into his book, called, God’s Jadgwents againt herefy. 
The woman before- mentioned, having wren by the prieft, 
and eset pumped and fified to get fomething 
againtt her, laying their fnares to eutrap her, and tak- 
ing their opportunity when her hafband and friends, a’ 


nae 
r 
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Tue confufion in the colony, occafioned by thefe 
religious difputes, was very great ; and it appears, 
from the letters then wrote from Eugland, that 
¢hey made great noife there ; but after all, it # 

| hi,kly 


St was f.id, were ab/fent, examined and banifhed her. So 


+ goes by water, with many others, who perceived they 


moit go to pot next, and providentially fell in with 
Rhode-!flind, where they made a cave er ever, and ig 
them lived until the cold winter ws pat, in whiex 
time it was known ta the profi flors where they were, 
and that they had bought the iMand of the Iudians. And 
the prof: Tors began to flir and endeaveur to b ing the 
ifand within the compafs of their patent ; fo the poor 
moleft d woman, it is like, let in fear, and thoughi the 
would go far enough from their reach ; fs geing fouth- 
ward to feek a plice to feitle upon, where the and her 
fimily might live in quietnef, feli upen a peace of land 
that was in controverly between the Dutch and the na- 
tives, and the natives, being ina heat, cane upon them 

end were the ex+cutioners of what the New England 
prie(ts, mapiltrates and church members, were the oe. 
eafion, through their wicked and cruel proceedings, in 
forcing them to fize frem their rage and fury. —So, 
yeader, thou may ft fee the rage and envy of this pre- 
felling generation ; fer they imprifoned and banithed 
this teuderly bred woman in or towards winter, and» 
what with fears ard toffings to and fro, the woman mif- 
éxrri:d, upon which they grounded their abominable 


untruth, Many witneffs might be produced to prove 
this, and to difpreve their abominable frequently told 
filander, and alfo printed bv piiefts and N-w England 
prot Mors and their confederates here in Eugtand.” 
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highly probable that if Mr. Vane had remained 
in England, or had not crafuly made ufe of ihe | 
party which maintained thefe peculiar opinions ! 
in religion, to bring him into civil power and 
. authority and draw the affections of the people 
from thofe who were their leaders into the wile 
dernefs, thefe like many other errors, might have 1 
‘prevailed a fhort trme without any difturbauce te i 
the ftate, and, asthe abfurdity of them appeared 
| filently fubfided, and pofterity would net have 
| known that fuch awoman as Mrs. Hutchinfon | 
ever exifted *. We may fuppofe that they, who i 
from the beginning had gone along with her in 
| her errors, were not difpleafed at a good pretence | 
for getting rid of her without condemning theme Ht 
felves. Icis difficult to difcover, from Mr Cotton’s 
ewn account of his principles, publifhed ten years 
afterwar ds, in his anfwer to Bailey, wherein he 4 
differed from her. Her warm imagination was 
miore wrought upon by the enthufiaftic tenet than 





his placid temper. He feems to have been in dan* 
ger when fhe was upon trial. Mr. Dudley, the 
Deputy governor, bore hard upon him ; Hugh 
‘Peters thewed that he was well difpofed to bring . 
Pee ak him | 


| , A great number of the principal fahebltants, mofé 

! ofthem bzing difarmed and deprived of their civil pri- 
vileges, removed. Mr. Coddington and Dommer had 
been affiftants, Mr. Hutchinfon, Afpinwall and Cogge> | 

-fhall, reprefentatives ; Rainsferd, Sanford, Savage, Eliot, 
Eaton, Bendall, Denifen, were all perfons of diftindion, 
Aboat 6a were difarmed i in Boles befides, . 
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lim upon trial.. The ether minifters treated hii 
coldly, but Mr... Winthrop, whofe influence was 
now-greater than ever, proteéted him. Not long 
after,\in a fermon ata faft, Dec. 13, 1638, he con. 
feffed and bewailed the churches and his owm fe- 
curity and credulity, by means whe reof fo many 
dangerous errors had {pread. and fhewed how he 
came to be deceived ; the errors being formed, in 
words, fo near the truth which he had preached 
and the falfhood of the maintainers of them being 
fuch that they ufually would deny to him what 
they had maintained to ‘others *, Flis condud, in 
this day of temptation, was forgotten and he foon 
recovered; and, to his death, preferved the efteem 
and refpect of the whole colony. 


Mr. Wheelwright went to New-Hamphhire, 
and laid the foundation of the town and church 
of Exeter; and afterwards removed to Hampton,and 


from thence to Salifbury.. He was reftored in 1644, 


upon a flight acknowled gment. He was in England 


in 1658, and i in favour with Cromwell, as appears 
by a letter to the church at Hampton. He lived to 
be theoldeft minifterin the colony ; which would 
have been taken notice of, if his perfecutors had 


mot remained in power tf. 


Tux court, to prevent tumults, required about 


fixty of the imhabitants of Boiton to deliver up 
| ' their 


® Hubbard. 


+ He died in 1680. His fon, grandfon, and great 
grandfon have been of the conneil for the provinces 




















‘fhould afterwards borrowany arms or ammiunition.: i] 
‘And, at the time, made a law to punith any per- i] 
fon by fine, imprifonment or banifhment, who i 


‘ed; more to Rhode-Ifland than to any other place. 


were afterwards employed in pofts of honour and 


ons and their letters and private papers fhew that 
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thejr arms and ammunition of every fort, under 4] 
penalty of ro], upon each perfon negleCting, and 
laid the like penalty upon every one of them who 4 


fhould defame any court or any. of their fenten- 4 
: it 


ees. 


A creat number removed out of the jurifdicti- 
on,fome of them being banifhed, foine disfranchif- | 


‘In a fhort time, moft of them were permitted to 


yeturn and were reftored to their former privi« 
leges. The molt of thofe errors, which were 
condemned by the fynod, itis probable, they nee 
ver would have owned as their principles, and 
they appear rather te be deduced, by fome of U 
the fynod, as naturally following frem the capital | 
opinions, than to have been advanced by the opi. I 





nionifts themfelves; or perhaps may have been i] 
unguardedly dropped by particular perfons, in the 

heat of their difputes, or during an enthufiaftick B | 
frenzy ; and in others may have been the effect 
ofa fond fancy for paradoxical tenets, They | 
were charged indeed with principles which ad- 4] 











mit and introduee all kinds of immorality, and rt 
which make no diftinction between virtue and vice, i 
So are fatalifts and predeftinarians. Many ofthem. 


qrutt, were exemplary intheirlives and converfafi. 


vd they 





| 
| 
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they were pious and devout, and with the name 
ef antinomians paid the ftricteft regard to moral 
virtue. The opinionifts were punifhed for being 
deluded enthufiafts,. The other fide were delud- 
ed alfo by azeal forthe punifhment, forthe honor 
of God, of fuch of his creatures as differed in Opis 
nion from themfelves. Itisevident, not only by Mrs. 


Hutchinfon’s trial, but by many other public pro- 


ecedings, that inguifiion was made into men’s 


private ju:'gments as well as into their declaratje 
ens and practife. Toleration was preached agaimntt 
asa fin in rulers which would bring down the 
judgments of heaven upon the land *, 


Tuts unpappy controverfy did not take of the 
attention of the government from their neceflary 
defence againft the Pequod Indians,who continued 


their hoftilities. Governor Vane had fent Capt. 


Underhill, the winter before, to firenethen the. 


garrifon, 


* Mr. Dudley died with a copy of verfes in his pocket, 
wrote with his own hand, The following two lines 


“make part of it. 


Let men of God, in court and churches, watch 
O’er fac as do a toleration hatch. 


This was the prevailing doctrine many years, and un- 
til their eyes were opened by a frefh perfecution coming. 
upon themielves from King James. This made his de- 


claration fur a general lib:rty of confcience welcome, 


-and they thanked the King for allowing to them what 


they before thought themfelves bound in confcience to 
deny to others. 
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garrifon at Saybrook fort, which they laid icige to 
for feveral weeks together. The three colonies, 
Maffachufetts, Plimouth and Connecticut, agreed 
with their joint forces, to go into the Indian 
country and attempt their intire defiruction. 
Maffachufets fent 160 men under the command of 
Capt, Stoughton. The number roifed by each 
town gives us fome idea of the proportion which 
the feveral fettlements bore to one avother at this 
time. * Connecticut men being fettled near th 

Indian country, it was expected they would be 
early in action; the firftof the Maffachufets men 
that could be raifed were therefore ordered to 
march, ihis party, confifted of 4o men, Capt’ 
Patrick, + who had the command of them, by 
letters difpatched from Providence, acquainted, 
Capt. Mafon the commander of the Connecticut: 
men, that he was haftening to join jhim. he 
body of the Indians were in two forts or inclo, 
fures, which on all fides they had rendered ag 

defenfible 


* Bolton 26, Charlefown 12. Roxbury 10, Dercheftee 
23, Weymouth 5, Hingham 6, Medford 3, Newbury &, 
ipfwich 17, Salem 18, Sangus (Lyn) 16, Watertown 4 
Newtown 19, Miblehead 3. 

» > Patrick had ferved in Holland, in the Prince of Ore 
ange’s guird, and was fent for to infirud the people of 
the colony in military difcipling. In order to his bein, 
- giade a freeman,he wasadmitted a member of the church 


ot Watertown, but the fri@ manners of the New: Erg , 


Javnd men did not agree with a Dutch foldicr. He foog 
removed the Duteh at New-Netherland. He was fheg 
dead by a Batehman at Stamford in 1443. Habbaray 

\ . 
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defenfible as they could by pallifados, their fkill 
in fortification carrying them no farther. Saffa- 
cus, the chief fachem, was in one of them, and to 
that the Englifh intended. Capt. Mafon went 
with about 80 Englith (20 of which, under Capt. 
Underhill of the Mafachufets, he had taken from 
Saybrook furt) and roo river * Indians, by water, 
to the Naraganfets country, where 200 of that 
tribe joined him. He would gladly have waited 
for Patrick’s company, but was afraid the friend 
Jndians would attribute the delay to want of cou- 
rage, and therefore, on the 24th ef May, he be- 
gan his march for Saffacus’s fort. The Naraganfet 
Indians were ftruck with terror at the mame of 
Saffacus, and endeavoured to difluade Mafon, but 
finding him determined, many of them left him, 
and near an hundred of them went back to Pros 
widence, where they reported that the Pequods 
jhad killed all the Englifh. This report was car 
ried to Boflon,and muit have caufed great concerm 
there. ~ Soon after, one of Underhill’s men fell 
Jame, and the reft of the company, wearied in 
travelling, being loaded with arms, ammunition 
and provifions, and Saffacus’s fort beingeight miles 
further diftant, they refolved to attack the Ins 
dians in the other which was called Miftick fort. $ 
Wequath, 


* Connedicut river. + MS letter. 


$ A manufcript journal fiys, that Underhill, upon his 

man’s lamenefs,refolved that be and his company fhould 

goto Miftick, reading God's mind by that providence $ 
and 
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Wreaquath, * originally a Pequod, who was born at 
Miftick but now lived with the Naraganiets, was 
their guide to the deftruction of his own coune 
trymen and neareft relations. They fent him 
forward to reconnoitre, and he returned with in- 
telligenee, that the Pequods had taken great {tore 


_ of bafs that day and were ina high feaft, finging, 


dancing and bleffing their god + for that the ing: 
lifh were gone away They had feen the veffels 
pafs by their river, from Say brook towards Naras 
ganfet, and fuppofed they were gone off. Some 
efthe Englifh advanced, and keard the Indians 
at their revels until midnight. ‘J he next morne 
ing (Vay 26) about break of day, after a march of 
three or four miles from the place where they 
halted the night before, they came withm fight 
of the fort which was upon a hill. Wequafh 
piloted them to the gate. The centinel happen- 
ed juft then to be gone into a wigwam to hight 
his 


and that Mafon, unwilling to part, conformed. but Hub- 
bard fays,they were boih ofa miad, for the other reafons 
mentioned. Uaderhill was one of the forwardeft of the 


Eofton enthufiafts. k 


® Wequath became a chriftion and an apoftle among 
his own people,travelling up and down to mske converts; 
and when he diced, gave his foul to Chrift, aud his on'y 


_ehild to the Enaglih, hoping it would know more of 


Chrift than its poor father ever did. Mr, Shepard's lete 
ter to Londen. 


} This may be the conjecture of the journalif, 
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his pipe. The Indians were all in a deep fleep, 
One of their dogs, barking at the approach of the 
Englith, caufed a difcovery. The Indians within 
the fort began their tremendous yell, and the In- 
cians without, who were inthe Englifh rear and 
afraid to come up feconded then}. No found that 


was ever mace can be move horrid than the In. 


ae wey > * 
cian yell. The Englifh immedi iately fired into 


the fort, the palifadoes not being fo clofe asto hin- 


der the muzzles.of their guns going between. Not 


being ; fic cbs 

seine able eafily to enter at the gate, Mafon went 
reund to the other fide of the fort, where was 
another opening or entrance barred with branch- 


g 
es of forked trees only ; at which he entred, with 
thofe that were with him. His lieutenant and the 
reit of the Englith entred, at the fame time by 
he Indians, whe had no arms but 


ys,tomahawks and Englith hatchets,made flout 


teufance at firft, and wounded many of the Lng. 
hith. Mafon intended to have fpared the wig- 


tered one of them, and, with a firebrand he found 
1 . 2 : . j eB . 
taecre, fet it on fire. While he was doing it am 


Endian was drawing his bow and would undoubt, 


edly have killed him, if his ferjeant, coming in« 
yad not cut the bow-ftring with his hanger. 4 he 


dirk pread to the refi of the wigwanis, and the 
Englifth all retreated without the fort and ‘fur 


rounded it. ‘The Indians, fome climbed to the 


“top of the palifadoes to avoid the fire, and fo ex- 


poted themfelves to the Englifh bullets,others forces 


@i their way out of the fort, and ifany of then, 


brake 


ing his men thus diftreffed, he en-, 


Oe ee ee 
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brake through the Eneglith, the allied Indiars 
Were in a ring at fome little diftance; fo that 
few ifany efcaped. There were about 66 or 79 
wigwams in the fort of inclofure, and, it was imd« 
gined, four or five hundred Pequods men and 
women and children. Three of the Englifh were 
fiain, and many, both Englifh and indians their 
friends, wounded with arrows, and fome very 
badly. The army was in diftreS, notwithftand- 
ing their victory. The morning wascold. They 
had no fort ofrefrefhment, not { much as water, 
nor any fhelter for their wounded. They had 
ho intelligence of their veffels, which had been 
ordered to come from Naraganfet to Pequod 


river. Many Indians were in the woods, who 


“were not of the party in the fort. In the mid& 


of this perplexity, they efpicd theit veffels at a 
diftance failing towards them. They then tock 
up their wounded upon mats faftened te poles, 
fome with the heads of the arrows in their bodies- 
and marched to the veffels fix'miles through the 
‘woods and fwamps, the Indians lying in wait at 
every convenient place, and, with their arrews 
wounded many more ; but many of the Indians 
were flain in their attempts upon the Englifh.e 
Yhey put their weunded into one of the barks, 
which fet failthe fame night and reached Say~ 
brook fort. Patrick came in a pinnace from Pro- 
widence toNaraganfet foon after the forces march- 
ed, and, with the other vweffels, went forward, 


taking Myontinomo, the fachem of Naraganfet 


with them ; but their arrival was prevented by 
contrary 





see Se 


SSS re aan 





{; 
/ 
; 
: 
: 
: 





to4 THE HISTORY OP 


contrary winds until the morning of the action, 
after it was over. Moft of the Englith and all the 
Indians marched through what was called Nian- 


ticut’s county, to Saybrook fort, their veffels alfo 


arriving there the nextday. ‘The Indians, in al- 
liance with the Englifh, had taken eighteen cap- 
tives, ten males and cight females, four of the 
males were difpofed of, one to each of four {a- 
chems, the reft put to the fword. Four ef the 


females were left at the fort, the other four car- 


ried to Connecticut, where the Indians challeng- 
ed them as their prize ; the Englifh. not agreeing 
to it they were facrificed alfo to end the difpute, 
The policy, as well as the morality of this pro- 
ceeding, may well be queftioned. The Indians 
have ever fhewn great barbarity to their Englifh 
captives, the Englifh in too many inflances have 
retaliated it. This has only enraged them the 
more. Befides;. to deftroy women and children, 
for the barbarity of their hufbands and parents, 


cannot eafily be juftified. 
y ec] 


Sassacus, the fachem, after the taking of MiG 
tick fort and fo many of his warriers being flain, 
broke down his own fort, burnt all their wigwamis 
put his goods into canoes, and.men, women and 
children forfook their country and went away by 


land to Quinnipiack. The forces under Capt. 


Stoughton arrived at Saybrook the latter end of 
June. They purfued the Indians, meeting now 
and then two or three at a time, whom they kill- 


ed or took prifoners : at length, they were inform” 


ed 
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Sa of a great body of Indians in a fwamip, * which 
‘they furrounded. They feem to have been of 
‘other tribes as well as Pequods. One of the {as 
chems came out with 99 men, woman and chil- 
‘dren, and delivered themfelves up to the Englifh, 
Wanipum he faid he had none, nor had he ever 
killed any Englifh. The garment he had on, 
which was of black beaver Skin, he prefented. 
_An Indian was fent.in to tell the reft; that if they 
‘would come out and deliver up their arms and 
clear themfelves from having murdered any Eng- 
lith they fhould fare the better, p After a {hort 
parley, they determined, that anthey had lived 
‘together they would die together: Twelve of the 
murtherers were among them. They. were abou 
eighty inall: The knglifh fired upon them, and 
having furrounded the {wamp all night, entered 
in the morning, but found great part had e{capeda 
Some of the Indians had_gtims and fired upon the 
Englifh: This isthe firft account we have of their 
making ufe of guns. Saffacus fled to the Mes 
Jhawks, by whom it wa3 reported he was murders 
ed: lt is more probable, that he and his com4 
pany incorporated with thein. Many of the caps 
tives were fent to Bermudas and fold for flaves. 
The Pequod tribe was wholly extinguifhed. The 
Naragan{ets took charge of fome of them, and pros 
mifed to. pay the ginetith for theit fervice ; the 


few that remained never dared own they be- 


Jonged to that tribe, but mixed with the Nara 
QD. ganfets 


. 


“@Mr. Hubbard fays, near Fairfield or Stratford, 
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ganfets and other tribes. We have been more 
) particular in relating this action, it being the fir 
between the Englifh and Indians, many circum 
dtances not having been publithed before, and 
the reft of the Indians being thereby bronght to 
be more afraid of the Englith, and reftrained from 
_spen hoftilities near forty year’s together. 


THts year, 1637, a number of the Puritan mini. 
‘ftei's in England wrote over to the minifters of 
New- England, informing them of reports that they 
‘had embraced héw opinions which they difliked 
formerly, and which they in England ftill judged 
to be pr roundlefs ° ‘and unwarrantable, viz. “ That 
‘a {tinted ferm of prayer and fet liturgy is unlaw. 
“ful, That the children of godly and approved 
¢hriitians are not to be baptized until their pa- 
rents be fet members of fome particular congre- 
gations. That the parents themfelves, though of 
‘approved piety, are not to be reccived to the 
‘Lord’s fupper, until they be admitted fer mem- 
‘bers. That the power of excommunication is in 
‘the body of the church, though the minifter 
‘fhould be of another mind. ‘Lhat upon a mini- 
fler’s being difmiffed, theugh unjuftly, from his 
‘particular congregation, he cealed tobe a minis 
fier. That one minifter cannot perform a mini. 
dterial a& in any but his own congregation. That 
members ef one congregation may not coimmunt, 
‘eate in “another.” They add, “ that letters in 
-Mew-Enpland had influenced many i Old to 
leave their afembli ies, becaufe ofa Rinted liturgy, 
and 
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and to abfent themfelves from the Lord’s fupper 
becaufe fuch as ought to be were not debarred. 
from it”? They therefore requefted that a fea-. 
fonable review might be taken of the ground¢, 
and reafons that had fwayed, and fent over, and. 
qfthey were found to have weight they would, 
be ready to give the right hand of fellowfhip; if. 
etherwife they would animadvert upon them, fe. 


far asthey varied from the truth, &c. ‘ihe fa. 
yous puritan, John Dod, joined in the requeft, * 
Mr. Hooker, upon the occafion of this letter, 
writes thus to Mr. Shepard, ‘‘f confefs freely te 
*¢ thee my fears thagthe firft and fecond quefti. 
« ons, touching a ftinted form of prayer, will 
es prove very hard to make any handfome worl, 
‘‘ upon; and I do fadly fufpect a troublefome 


6¢ anfwer may be returned to all the argumentge, 


«¢ This to yourfelf, wherein I crave filence.” 


An sree was wrote by Mr. Cotton, and a mora 
fall anfwer afterwards printed. In fome of the 
points, I fuppofe, the two laf, the minifters in 
England were mifinformed. In fome of the others, 
particularly thofe which it was thought moft difs 


ficult to anfwer, in a few years after the clergy in 


England fully concurred with their brethr en in 
Bew- -bngland. 


In June P63 7, two large fhips arrived from Enge 
land ad paflengers. Mr. Eaton and Mr. Hop, 
© duns, 


* iM &. original letters and paper 

















| 
_ 
| 





208 THE HISTORY OF 


kins, * two London merchants, Mr. Davenport a 


guinifter of great character for learning and piety, 


and many others of good note and condition were 
of this company. Great pains were taken to per- 
fuade them to ftay in the jurifdiction. The court 
offered them any place they would pitch upon. 
The town of Newbury offered to give up their 
Fettlement tothem. Quinnipiack, and the coun- 
try between them and the Dutch, was reprefents 
ed as a very fruitful place and well fituated for . 
grade and navigation, They flattered themfelves, 
but upon what grownds does not appear, that there 
they fhonid be out of the reach ‘ofa general Or 
“~ernor, wita which the country was from time ta 


-fime threatned. Thefe were the reafons publick- 
nae ays 4 : m 


ly 

% Mr, Hopkins had been a Turkey merchant in Lone 
don, of good credit and efleem, but of puritan princie 
ples; and for the fake of an undifilurbed enjoyment c& 
he worfhip of God, agreeable to thefe principles, came 
to New England. Me maerried Mr. Eacon’s daughter-in 
law. When Mr. Eaton removed to New Haven, Mr. 
Hopkins went to Hartford, the chief town of Connecti. 
eut, and was «olen their governor feveral years, at 
Jength, returned to England and was chofen member og. 
parliament, was warden of the ficet, a coma iff mer of 
the navy and of the admiralty. He had, notwithftand, 
ing, thoughts of returning to New-Englind, having an 
aleCion for the country, but death put an end to thofe 
thoughts, _ He died at London, in March 1657. He loft 
a legacy to Harvard Co'lege, which was unpaid until 
yyio, when is was received by virtue of a decree in 
chancery. y 
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ly given for removing there, Befides, the princis 
pal men of the new company would be at the 
hhead of the government there 3 here, it was nae 
tural to expect, the old ftanders would be confie 

dered as their fuperiors. ‘I hey laid the founda® 

xion of a fourifhing colony, of which Quinnipiack, 
or New-Haven, was the chieftown. They agreed 

among themfelves upon a model of government in 

church and ftate, very like to that of the Maffas 

chufets, and continued a diftin¢t colony and go¢ 

yernment until the year 1665, * when Connectit 
eut and New-Haven, having three years before 

heen incorperated by acharter from King Charles 

the fecond,#united: under one governor. + The 

people | 


# ConneAicut charter was brought over by Mr. Wine 
throp in 1662, but New-Haven reful-d to fabmit to it, 
At a general meeting at New Haven, 4th Nov. 16635 
Mr. Davenport being prefent, infifted, 1. That the colo- 
By of New Haven was not within the patent, 2. That 
it was not lawful to join, and they unanimovfly eon: 
cluded to ftand to their own combination Cuffe’s journal, 
But in 1665, upou commifioners coming over to erguire 
into the {tate of the colonies, they wifely changed theiz 
gefolution, and of a colony bicame a county, and fo have 
femained ever fince. | . 


* The heads of the combination or agreement werd 
thefe, viz. 
That none fhall be admitted to any office in the go- 
vernment, civil or military, or have a voice in any electic 


-2, r xcept he be amember of onc ef the churehes ig 
New Buglanda 


Ghat 
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people in the Maffachufets foon after reflected UP. 
@n the favour of providence, in mat gr atifying. 


them with the continuance. of this company- 


among them. it appeared that the Dutch were, 
defigning to take poffeffion of this country, and 


they oppofed the Englith in the fettlement even 


of 


That all the freemen, without fammons, fhall yea arky 


Meet, the laft fourth day in May, and vote in the electi- 
on of governor, depn'y governor, msgiftrates and other’ 
cfficers ; fuch as cannot attend in perfon may vote by 
proxy, or fend their votes {caled, 


* 


. That there be a general court, corfilting of governor, 
depu'y governor and magiftrates, and two depu ies for 
each plantation where there is a eburch and freemen Str 
derly admitted ; «very member of the court to have a 
voise and all determinations to b: by the m jor vote ef 
the mapiftrates andthe m jurvoie ofthe d puries. Thi9 
court to fic the aft fourth day of May in every year of 
evurfe, and en cthet oce.fions to be fummoned by the 
Zovernor, orin his abfence by the depw’ y gov rnor, or 
in the ab nce of both by two magiftrates. To declare, 
bublith and eftablith the Jaws of God the fepreme legif- 
Jator, and to mike and repeal] orders for fmaller mattere 
fot pariicularly determined in feripture, aceordir g te 
the general rules of righteoufnch. ‘To order all «frairs 
ef war and peace, and all matters relative to the de- 
fending or fortifying the country. To receive and d@- 
termine all appeals, civil or criminal, from any inferior 
courts, in which they are to preeeed seco; ding te fcrips 
tare light, and laws and orders egreein & therewith. 

That 














is sae 


MASSACHUSETTS:BAY. arf 


of New-Haven itfel, threatning -hoftilities again fk 
them. Kir. naton, being a man .of good abilities, 
qwas a fit perfon to refift them ; and, finally, in the 
year 1650, the other colonies uniting in the caufe 
with. New-Haven, they were by treaty limited to 
Greenwich, faid to be ten or twelve mileson 4 
ftrait 


That there be a court of magiftrates, to meet or be 
held twice every. year, to determine all weighty cinfes, 
civil or criminal, above thofe limited to plantation 
couris, and.to receivs and try all appeals from plantati, 
6a courts. Ja tis court, when the vices are equal, the 


governor, er in hig abience the deputy governor, fhall 
have a caiting voice, 


That there. b2 a court in each plantation, in which 
there fhall be one or moe m igiftrates ; the-freemen t® 
euute-two, three or four depu-ics to affilt the mapifirate 
for the trial of civil caufes, not exceeding twenty pou: ds, 
and criminal, the penalty not e.cceding ftocks, whip« 
ping, or-five pounds fiac. 


Their laws and judicial proceedings varied in very 
few circuraftances from the M ff chufets , one indeed 
wis a material one, that they had no jury, neither ig 
civil nor criminal cafes. All’ matters of fad, as well as 
Jaw, were determined by the court. 


_ Mr. Davenport, the minifter who éame over with Mr. 
Eaton, had been a preacher of great note in Colman. 
fireet, London, and for his non compliance in ceclefisfi. 
eal matters abféonded and cime over privately. Man¥ 


Of his principal hearers aceompinied him, and formed 
@church at New Haven. Another company came from 


- 
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Rtrait Vine diftant from Hudfon’s river. Indeedthé 
fuffering them to extend thus far was mere fa- 
vour aiid indulgence, but there had been a good 
correfpondence always kept tp between the Eng: 
lith colonies and thefe intruders. They had mus 
tual trade and commerce, and althouglt the Ditch 
; at 


Kent, Suffo'k,; and Surry in Eqbland, among whom was 
M:. William Leet, then a yotns man-(after Mr Baton’s 
@eath, povernor) and after the colonies were wuitedy 
fome time governor of Connecticut. Thef, with Mr. 
Whitfield their minifter, chofe a place about 16 miles 
Eait of New Haven, fitice called Guildford. © Another 
Contoany removed from Hartford with Mr. Peter Prud- 
den for their minifier,; nid fettlcd a little Weft from 
New-Haven and called the place Milford Brainford on 
the Eift, and Stamford near forty miles Weft of New- 
Haven, were both fettled by peaple who removed from 
Weathersficld on account of difturbances in the churelt 
there. Thefe towns, together with a ‘plantation wpon 
the Eat end of Long-Iflind called Southeld, are faid to 
have been all that were corcerned in the combination 
which was firft formed. The colouy chofe their leader 
Mr. Eaton for their fir governor, and continued him 
every year until he died, which was 14 years after the 
foundation, Their chief view was trade; and, to be 
better accommodated, they built on finall houf-lots 
near the fea, and fairer and more commodious houfes 
than thof: in the other colonies. They built veflels fui 
fereijn voyages, and fet up trading houfes upon Jands 
which they purchafed at Delaware bay for the fake of 


_ beaver, bat were unfuccefsful, and their Reeks funk very 


falts 
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at that day, whatever they may now do, did ner 
_ efteem godlinefa to be the gteateft gain, yet their 
form of worfhip, their principles a8 to difcipline 
and ceremoniés were more agreeable to the News 
Englanders than thofe of the high party in Eng 
land. New-Haven was a barrier to the colony of 
Connecictit, and caufed its increafe. To which 
we may add, that the Maffachufets, by the res 
moval of this company, were enabled to provide 
the better for che immediate accommodatien of 
the great number of paffengers which unexpec= 
edly camie over the next year : 


P For 


Fatt, and in five or fix years they were thueh exhaufted, 
Unwilling to give over, they exerted themfelves, as a lat 
effort, in building a fhip foc the trade to England, in 
which they put theit whole ftock of money, plate, and 
allthe preper goods they eculd procure, to make a more 
valuable adventure. In her went paflenger Mr. Grigfon, 
one of the magiftrates, in order to folicit a patent, and 
eight or tenmore confiderable petfons, who, to ufe Mr> 
Cotton’s exprefflon, all went to heaven by water, the 


fhip never being’ heard of after their failing, The lof ' 


of this fhip entirely broke them wp as traders, and they 
turned te hufbandry for their fappert. The manner of 
theic fettlement, ‘upen final lots, was inconvenient for 
hufbandmen, and the foil was not the beft, fo that they 
were much difcouraged and feveral projections were 
made for their removal in a body. They made farther 
purchafés of large tracts of land at Delaware biy, but 


were ebitrudted and difcouraged by oppofition from the » 


Dutch. They had offers from Ireland, after the wat® 
were 
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,, Foxin 1638, notwithftanding the clamour againft 
#ae plantation was revived in England, and a de 
fign was on foot to revoke and annul the charter, 
there arrived about 20 fhips and three thoufand 
paifengers. Thefe fhips were the more welcome 
to the colony, becaufe they were afraid, thatin 
confequence of the cemplaints againft them, a ftop 
would be put to any more paffengers coming from 
England. In 1635, a commiffion had been grant- 
ed to feveral of the nobility, and great officers of 
the crown for the regulation ef the colonies. ® 
The archbifhop of Canterbury [Laud] kept a 
jealous eye over New-England. One Burdett of 
Pifeataqua was his correfpondent. A copy of a 
letter to the arehbifhop, wrote by Burdett, was 
found in his ftudy, and to this effect, viz.“ That 
6‘ he delayed going to England, that he might 
: ** fully 


were over, and were in treaty for the purchafe of lands 
there for a {mall diftincét province by themfelves, and 
when Jimaica was conquered by Cromwell, prepofals 
were made to them to remove there in a body ; but as 
the firft generation went off, and the fecond cime on 
with the attachment natural to the place of their birth 
and edueation, they became more reconciled to their 
fituation, and although they have never been remarka- 
ble for foreign commeree, the firft intention of the fet. 
tlement, yet their improvments in hufbandry have bren 
equal to any of their neighbours. The ancient colony 
of New Haven is at this day a principal part of the colo- 
ny of Connecticut, on many accounts refpectable, and te 
be placed with thefe of the firh rank, 


* Appendix. 
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#¢ fully inform himfelf of the ftate of the place as 


‘to allegiance, for it was not new difcipline 


‘© which was aimed at, but fovereignty ; and that © 


¢¢ it was accounted perjury and treafon, in their 
** general court, to {peak of appeals to the King.” 
By the firft fhips which came this year, a letter 
was brought from the archbifhop to Burdett, rem. 
dering liim thanks for the care of his Majefty’s 
fervice, and affuring him, that he would take a 
time for the redrefs of the diforders which he ins 
formed them of ; but, by reafon of much bufinefs 
which lay upon them, they could not at that 
time accemplifh his defire. his Jetter to Bur. 
dett was, by fume means or other not mentioned, 
fhewn to the governor of the Maffachufets. A 
- gua warranto had been brought by one Sir John 

Yanks, attorney-general, a year or two before, 
againft the governor, deputy-governor and aflift. 
ants of the corporation of the Maflachufeis, This 
was never ferved upon any perfonsin New-Kng. 
ads Some, which were or had heen of the cor- 

oration, and who remained in England, appears 
ed and difclaimed the charter ; and there was a 
determination, that the liberties and franchifes 
of the corporation fhould be feized into the King’s 
~hands; but, it is faid, judgment was never enters 
ed in form again{t ne corporation. * I¢is agreed 

that 

% Mr. Hubbard fays, jadgment was g ‘ver, &e. but the 
povernment themfelves, in fome of their deelarations im 
King Charles the fecond’s time, fay, that the preeefs was 
mever compleated, judgment was entered again{t fa 


may 
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that there was an order of the King in council 
May 3d 1637, that the attorney- general be requir- 
ed to call for the patent of the Maffachutets, and 
this year (1638 ) Mr. Winthrop received a letter 
from Mr. Meautis, clerk of the counciJ, accom. 
‘panied with an order from the Lords of the coun: 
cil of April 4th 1638, requiring the governor, or 
any other perfon whe fheuld have the letters pa- 
tent in their power or cultedy, without fail to 
tranfinit ithe fame by the return ef the fhip which 
carried the order, and in cafe of conten npt their 
Loerdihip ould move his Majefty te re-affume ine 
to hig is a the whole plantation. An anfwer 


was drawn up and tran{mitted, as appears by the 


files of the court 5" in which, after profefiing 


their loyalty, they fay, that oy Were never call. 
ed to anfwer to the gue wary ranto ; if they had been 
they fhould have had a good plea again tt it, ‘that 
they came over with their families and eftates, 
with his Majefty’s licence and incouragement, 
chad greatly enlarged his dominiens, and if their 
charter fhould be taken away they fhould be 
forced to remove to fome other place or return te 
their native country 3 ; that the other plant tations 
would be broke up, and the whole country “fall 


ynto the hands of the French or Dutch, and that, 


ail: men would be difcours aged ‘ff om fuch undere 
= {1% takin gs ; 


many as appeared, and they which did not appear were 
outlawed, 


* The records of the feffi fon talse # RO notice of ite Ape 
pendix, . pe 
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takings in confidence of a royal grant; that the 
common people, if caft off by his Majefty, mighg 
confederate under fome new form of government, 
which would be of evil example and might expofe 
the court to his Majefty’s difpleafure * ; and for 
thefe feafons, they pray their Lordfhips that they 
may be fuffered to live in this wildernefs ; thag 
their likerties may not be reftrained, when others 
are enlarged ; and that men of abilities may not 
be hindred fr om coming to them, when they, 
are encouraged te go to other plantations. It was 
never known what reception this anfwer met 
with. ft ig certain, that no further demand was 
made. ln a fhort time, the archbifhop, and {evye- 
ral other of the Lords of the council who were 


prefent at this order, loft th-ir authority and ine. 


fluence. They were as much perplexed, when call. 
ed to account for their own conduet, as the colony 


could have been for theirs, had it,been more exs 


eeptionable than it was. We may make fome con- 
jectures what would have been the confequence of 
taking away the charter at this time. . It is pretty 
certain, the body of the people would have left 
the country. Two years afier, meerly from 2 
diffatisfadtion with the foil and the climate, mae 


ny did remove, and many more were on tiptoe and) 


reftrained only by the confideration of their en- 
gagements to ftand by and fupport one another ‘ 
but where they would have removed, is the aitety 


tion. 


ter, ia 


. 





* For being the oceafion ef i ‘it, by giving uP the chats, . 
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tion. It would not have been tothe French. This 
would have been going further from the fun, 
They were too far northward already. Befides, 
they might well expect a heavier yoke under the 
Romith hierarchythan what they complained of 
under the proteftant. They would not have re- 
moved to any plantation or territory claimed by 
the King of England. What affurance could they 
have of fecurity, for the enjoyment of privileges, 
in any other part, ftronger than they had when 
they came here? After they had fpent their fub- 
ftance,and many that came with them their lives, 
in poifeffing and improving a‘ country, in cenfi- 
dence that they fhould enjoy their charter privi- 
leges, they and their pofterity for ever, they would 
not have trufted to promifes, if any had been 
made them a feeond time. It is moft likely they 
would ~have gone to the Dutch at Hudfon’s river. 
They had always kept up a friendly correfpon- 
denee, with them: In their religious principles 
and form of worthip. and church gevernment, 
they were not very -diftant from one another. 
The Dutch were not generally very nice upon 
thofe points. The only difficulty would have 
been, to have obtained thefe privileges in matter, 
of government from the Dutch, which they had 
from the Englifh; and I think the Dutch would: 
have been politic enough to have granted them. 
If they had failed with the Dutch, fuch was theiv 
refolution, that they would have fought at vacuum 
domicilium, (a favourite expreffion with them). in 
feme part ofthe gloke where they weuld, accords 
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jng to their apprehenfions, have been free frotr 
the contronl of any European power, In thei 
firtt migration, meft of them could fay, emnia mea 
gmecum porto. All the difference, as to the fecond 
would have been, that fo far as they had leffened 
their fubftance, fo much lefs room would have 
been neceffary for the tranfportation of what res 
mained. Such a f{cheme would have confifted ves 
ry well with their notions of civil fubjection, ag 
we fhall fee in many inftances. I donot fay theif 
notions were juft. Allegiance in an Englith born 


him wherever he goes. 


Tus fame governor, deputy governor and affifts 
ants were chofen for 1638, as had been for 1637¢ 
"he fettlements were extetidéed this year beyond 
Merrimack river. Salifbury and Hampton had a 
great quantity of falt meadows. ‘They were an 
inducement to people to fit down there, although 


the upland was alight fandy foil and not very | 
inviting. Rowley and Sudbury were beth fettled — 


this year alfo. 
é 


Tus inhabitarits of Lynn being defirous of lars 
ger accommodations, many of them removed to 


Long Ifiand, near the weft end ; Lord Stirling, by 


his agent there, having fold or quit claimed to 
them a tract for a plantation ; but they were foon 
difttirbed by the Dutch, and fome of them were 
imprifoned under a pretence of an affront offers 


ed to the prince of Orange’s arms, which they 


, had : 





fubject is faid to be perpetual, and to accompany 
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had taken down from a tree where the dutch had 
hung them up; Not being able to keep thei¢ 
ground, they removed to the eaft end, and fertled 
) a church and town (Southampton) and entered 
‘nto a civil combination, intending to be indepen- 
dant of any of the colonies. Amery: diftinet go- 
vernment was formed at the meuth ef Connedticut 
tiver, by the agent of Lord Say and Seal and Lord 
Brooke, who, with other perfons of diftinétion, 
were ftill expected in New-England, and other 
companies who wete intending to remove, intend- 
ed likewife to form into feparate governments: 
But this humour did not laft long. In a few years, 
all the colonies found an union or confedetacy 
neceffary for their defence, not only againit the 
Indians, but againft the French and Dutch s and 
theré could be no encouragement for {mall bodieg 
of men to fic down any where, independant or 
; tuncennected. All that had begun any fettlements 
| between the Maffachufets. and the Dutch (the 
Rhode-IfManders excepted, who were . covered; 
except onthe fea, by the other colonies) joined 
with Cenneéticut or New-Haven, and all to the 
eaftward, whether ia New-Hamfhire; province of 
Main or the country further eaft, applied to the 
Maffachufets that they mtigitt incorperate with 
them. 


THE year 163% was memorable for a very great 
earthquake throughout New-England. The fhake, 
hy the printed accounts of it, and from manu- 
feript letters, appears to have been equal to that: 
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in | 1727, the pewter in many places being thrown 
of the fhelves, and the tops of chininies in fome 
places fhook down, but the noife, though great, 

not fo furprizing as that of the laft mentioned. 
The courfe of it was from weft toeaft. This was 
aremiarkable zra. So long after the earthquake 


was as common an eXpreffion with the people of . 


New-bngland, for many years, as it feems to have 
been heretofere with the children of Lfrael. * 


HarvarD College takes its date from the be 
1638. Two years before, the general court gave 
four hundred pounds towards a public {chool at 
Newtown, but Mr. John Harvard, a worthy mie 
nifter of Charleftown; dying this year and having 
given a great part of hié eftate, between feven 
and. cight hundred pounds to the fame ufe, the 
{fcheol took the name of ares College by ar 


arder of court. + ; : 
Q, in 


t Johnfon. Hubbard, 


+ The firft mafter ef the col lege was Nathaniel Eaton; 
who was a good {cholar, but had not the other qualities 
fequifite for the inftrudtion and government of youth, 
He was charged with avarice, in withholdiag neceflary 
sr convenient commons, and with cruelty, i in beating his 
tiflier with a cudgel whilt two of his fervants held bina 
out by the legs aad arms. His conduct havin g beenen- 
quired into by the court; in 1639, he was thereupon dit. 


placed, fined 105 marks and ordered to pry thirty 


pounds to Mr, Brifcoe whom he cruelly beat: After the 


fentence of the court, He was exconimunicated from the 


bal 
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In 1639, the former governor and deputy govets 
mor were continued, and the fame affiftants, ex. 
cept Mr. Harlakenden, whe died inthe Sabee 
and I fuppofe the laft year. 


STRAITS and difficulties, at the beginning of the 
colony, had produced induftry and good hufbans 
dry, and then they foon raifed provifions enough 
for their own fupport, and an overplus for exper- 
tation. We hear but litile of trade for the firftt feven 
years, exeept a {mall treffick with the natives by 
barter of toys, anda few utenfils. tools and cloath- 
ing they at firft theught neceffary, in exchange 
for furs and fkins. What the planters. brought 


with them confifted, principally, of materials for 


their buildings, necefiary tools for their hufban. 
dry, {tock for their farms, and cluathing for them- 
felves and families; and thofe who had more 
eftate than was (uffitient for thefe purpofes, were 


country 


church at Gambridge. He complained that the church 
had enguired inte his cafe before, and fally underftood 
it and pofid no cenfare upon him; bat when they 
knew the epinion of the coert, they conformed to that, 
He went to Virginia, Atter the reftoration ke was in 
En giand,cenformed and had a living, and is {aid to have 
revenged himfelf upon all nonconfermitts, being greatly 
iaftremental in their perfeutions. He was educated | 
under Dr. Amesin Helland, and known to Mr. Heoker 
whilt there, who f.ys he did net approve of his {pirit, 
and feared the iffue of his | being received here, &c. He 


was fuceseded by Mr. Henry Duatftar, well efteemed for 


his Isarning, piety and {pirit ef government. 











| 
. r tw p2 | 
MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 129 | 


‘county gentlemen and unacquainted with come iy 
merce, as Winthrop, Dudley, Bellingham, Brad- : 
ftreet, &c. and never employed themfelves in 
it, (Mr. Winthrop built a {mall barque called the 
Bleffing, which was employed to import corn | 
frem the fouthern Indians when the colony was ak GMs 
in want, but fhe was foon caft away) and people | 
im general turned their minds to provide com. 
fortable ledgings, and to bring under im prov- | 
ment fo much land as would afford them nece fla- ve 
ry fapport, and this was enough to employ them, [ 
After afew years, by hard labour and hard fare, 
the land produced more than was confumed by at 
the inhabitants ; the overplus was {ent abroad te 
the Weft-Indies, the Wine-Iflands, &c. Keturns , 
were made in the. produce of the repective couns 
ries and in bullion, the moft of which, together 

with the furs procured from the natives, went to 

England to pay for the manufactures continually | 
meceffary from thence. As hands could be {pared | 
€rom hufbandry and labour in providing their ea 
hhoufes, they were taken off, and fome em ployed 4 
gn fawing ‘boards, fplitting ftaves, fhingles and 

hoops, others in the fifhery, and as many as were 

‘capable of it in building finall veffels for the fifh~ _ 

ery and for coafting and foreign trade, Thus gra- - | 
dually and infenfibly they feem to have fallen in, | 
to that trade moft natural to the country and adapt- 

ed to their peculiar circumfrances, without any 

premeditated {cheme or projection for that pur- . 
| pote. The primary views, in their removal, were 
: ‘ the 
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the enjoyment of civil and religious liber ‘ty. Mere 
chants, and others for the fake of gain when they 
Jaw a profpect of it afterw ards,came over and incor- 
porated with them, and canfed a great increafe 
of commerce, and led the legiflators to meafures 
Sor the further i improvement of it, For encourag. 
ing the fifery, an act was made, this year, to free 
all eftates, employ -edin catching making or tranf. 
porting fith, from all duties and public taxes sand 
all perfons were refir ained, by penalty, from uf- ¢ 

any cod or bafs fith for manuring the ground ; 
and all fifhermen during the feafon for bufines, 
and all Ship- -builders 8, were by the fame at ex. 
eufed from trainings. Sumptuary Taws were ma de 
tor reftraining excefs in apparel and other ex: 
pences 3 a fpirit of induftry and frugality prevail. 
ed; and thofe who lived in the next age fpeak of 
this as the axrea tas in which religion and virtue 
flour thed: But it was not long before many bes 
came difcontented and encouraged projects for 
their removal, anes 


« 
\ 


In the year 1640, Mr. Dudley was governor and 
Mr. Belling am deputy governor ; Mr. W inthrap, 
the former governor, one of the affiftants ; the 
reftthe fame as the laft year. Thei importation 
of fettlers now ceafed. The motive to tranfportae 
tion to America was over, hy the change i in the 
affairs of England. ‘They, who then profe ffed | to 
be able’ to give the beft account, fay, that in 298 
ships, which were the whole number from, the 
ae ue ae a beginning 
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‘beginning of the colony, there arrived * 27200 
‘pailengers, men women and children, perhaps’ ) 7 
about 4000 families. + Since which, more perfong 
jaave removed out of New-England to other parts 
ef the world than have come from other parts to | iq 
At; and the number of families, at this day, in the | 
four governments may be fuppofed to be lefs, ra- | 
ther than mere, than the natural increafe of four | 
thoufand. This fudden {top had a furprizing | 
effect upon the price of cattle. I hey had loft the _ | 

greatett part of what they intended for the firft 
fupply, i in the paifage from Europe. As the inhae 

bitants multiplied the demand for cattle increafe 
ed, -and the price of a m iIch cow had kept from 

25 to jol. but fell at once this year to 5 or 61. A, 

farmer, 
® Mr. Neale fuppofes this te be impoffible, but the 
number is not great for fo many fhips. If we allow half 
ef them for tranfporting goods, and 140 fouls to each of 
the other, it will make the number, Many of the fhips. 





were large, in the firft fleet efpecially, 


+ A modeft computation thea made of the whele charge 
of tranfportation of the perfens, their goods, the Nock ef | 
cattle, provifiers until th«y could fupport themfelves, 
necrflaries for building, artillery, arms and abasingiciaas, | 
- amounts to 192 ooo}. fterl. Johnfon. A dear purchafe, if 
“ they had paid nothing before to the ceuncil of Plimouth 





and nothing afterwards to the {achems of the country, 
Well might they complain, when the titles to their lands: 
| were called in queftion. by Sir Edniond Androfs ; $ theie if 
! abour i in clearing and improving them was of more ya- 
| lue then the lands afier they were improvcd, and this Sy . : 
| ether merengs mi ight b: out ef the qneliiiay Ke | : 
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2 a 3 ° 
farmer, who could:fpare but one cow ina year. 
out of his ftock, ufed to cloath his family with: 


the price of it at the expence of the new comers; 


when this failed they were put to difficulties.. Al. 


theugh they judged they had 12000 neat eattle, 
yet they had but about 3000 fheep in the colony. 


THe year 1641 afforded not fo pleafing a prof: 


pect. As foon as the country ceafed to be necef- 


fary as an alylum for opprefied people in Eng- 


“and, *fome of thofe who had been the greateft 


henefactors there not only difcouraged any fur- 
ther tranfportation, but endeavoured to induce 
fuch as had ‘gone over to remeve. Had the fame 
changes happened in Eneland fix or eight years 
faoner, the continent of North-America would in 
ali probability have been at this day in a far lef§ 
flourifhing eftate than it is. Some! of the pringi- 


pal men wavered, but others were more refolute, 


and determined mot to forfake their undertak- 
ing. 
Lorp Say and’ Seal had turned his thoughts toa 


more fouthern fettlement in the Bahama iftands, 
He 


*® Mr. Richard Salftonfal) about this time, and I fup- 
pefé wpon this eccafion, made a vow te God that he 
weuld not leave the couatry whilft the ordinances ef 
God continued there in purity. Some years after, his 
wife wasin a bad flate of health and it was thought fhe 
might have relief by phyGcians in England. He aps 
plied to Mr. Cotten, not to abfolve him, but to fatisfy 


his doubting confeienec, Mr. Cotton convinecd him that 


the marriage vew was the moft biading. MS. J. Coitom, . 
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He had engaged Mr, Humfries, one of the aflift 
anis of the Maffachufeis colony, in the defign, 


“with. a promife of being the governor of the new 


fettlement. Anew plan ef government was fram- 
ed, wholly ariftocratical, and the magiftracy to be 
hereditary ; but exceptions being taken to this 
form by the people; it was altered and brought 
nearer to that ofthe Maffachufets, * Mr. Win- 
throp 


* It is obfervable that all the eolenies, before the reign 
of King Charles the fecond, Maryland excepted, fetiled 
a model of government for themfclves. Virginia had 
been many years diftraéed under the. government of 
prefidents and governors, with councils in whofe nomi- 
nation or removal the people had no veice, until in the 
year 1620 a houfe of burgeffzs broke out in the colony 3 
the King ner the grand eouneil at home mot having 
given any powers or directions for it. The governor 
and affiftants of the Maffashufets at firft intended to rule 
the people, and, as we have obferved, obtained their cen- 
fent for it, but this lafted two or three years only ; and 
although there is no colour for it in the charter, yet a 
hoafe of deputies appeared faddenly, in 1634, to the 


furprize of the magiftrates and the difappointment of 


their {chemes for power. Connediicut {oon after fol- 
lowed the plan of the Maflachufe sts. New Haven, altho? 
the people had the highest reverence for their leaders 


and for near 30 yearsin judicial proceeding fubmitted — 


to the magiftracy (it muft however be remembred that 


it was annually elected) without a jury, yet in matters 


of legifiaiion the people, fromthe beginning, would 


have their fare by mieie reprefentatives,'” New Hamp- 


ae 
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throp (the ufual governor and always confidered 

abroad as the head of the colony) had wrate té 

Lord Say, reprefenting to his Lordfhip that it. 

feemed evident that God Nad chofen New-Kngs 

lund to plant his peopie in, and that it would be 

difpleafing unto him that this work fhould be 
; . hindered 3 


fhire combined toge cther under the fme form with Mat. 
Mehufets. Lord Siy tempts the principal men of the 
Maffachufets, to make them and their heirs nobles an. a 
abfoluie goveraors of 2 new colony ; 3 bar, under this plan 
they could. find no people to follow them. ~ - Barbadues 


aud the leward iflands, began im 1625, ftrugpied under 


governors and ceuncils and contending propric tors for 
about 20 years. Numbers fuffered death by che arbitrary 


fentenc: s of courts martial, or other acts of violence, 23 


ene fite or the cther happened to prevail. At length, id 
1645, the firit affambly was culled; and po reafon givens 
bur this, viz) That, by the grant fo the Earl of Carlifics : 
the inhabirants were to-erjoy all the libe rties, priv! ileges 
and franchits of Hap ih tr bj OS, and ihercfore, 2s it is 
aifo expretyly nientiened in the grant, could rot 1 gaily 
be bound or charged by any act without their. own con- 
fent. This grant, in 1627, was. made by Charles the 
fii, a Prisce not the moft ten Jer of ihe fubject’s liber. 
fies otter the reftoration there i is no inflave> of a cola 
hy. Hetiled 5 without a repr: fentative of the’ propie, nor 





an 
any attempé o deprive the colonies of this privileges 


except ia the arbitrary re} gn ie King James the fecond- 


“The colonies, which are to be fettled ia the new acquire. 


ed countries, have the fullet affarane-, by his M- ates 


proclamation, t that the fame form of government f Geb 


efablithed there. Perhaps the fame efta bli feneut e: 
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